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MPs to break I. Gazing into the beginning of time 

Murdoch grq) 

cm TV spcrt 

Cross-party alliance hits tycoon 



JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Legation to stop Rupert Mur- 
doch buying up Mclusive ri^ts 
to ^witing events seemed 
inevitable iast night as a cross- 
par^ alliance against the media 
tycoon fotmed in both Houses 
of ParliamenL 

Labour, which has been 
buikliztS bridges with Mr Mur- 
doch, yesterday delivered what 
amounted to a snub an- 
nouncing it would back an 
amendment to the Broadcast- 
ing Bill in the House of Lords 
nenmonth. 

The move appears to guar- 
antee a government defeat on 
the issue, as David Mellor, the 
fonner national heritage sec- 
^retaiy, said yesterday that he 
\ and other Conservatives would 
support a ban in the Com- 
mons. where the government's 
m^rity is at present txily three. 
“IT the people who want a 
change get toother, the change 
will be made," he said. 

Jack Cunningham. Labour's 
.. heritage spokesman, said a list 
'0 of eight events, including the 
Olympics for which Mr Mur- 
Sdocb's News Corporation, is 
K bidding, should be preserved for 
^ the main terrestrial telev^n 
* channels. 

The eight events - the 
Ohmpics. the World Cup, FA 
Cup and Scottish FA Cup finak, 
domestic l^t cricket matches, 
\Mmbledon, the Grand Na- 
iional and the Dert<>' » are pro- 
leaed by the Goverument from 
,>eins shown on ‘■pay-per-view" 
rhannels. where \iewets pay 
i fee to watch individual 
programmes.. 

However, exclusive rights 
:aa still be taught for showing 
m the main satellite and cable 
.'hannels. Nine out of ten 
louseholds do not have sate!- 
Jte or cable , and (he rights to 
•porting events have increas- 
ngfy been bou^t by Slq? TV, 
^he dominant subscription TV 
Bmrvider. 

f Dr Cunningham said: “A 
'^„abour government would also 


llangiiig tragecly ^ 

Irhe parents of a schoolgirl 
oond choked to death on her 
ie ^er being told to tidy her 
00 m were ducovered hanged 
a their home. 3 

tfliners to fund Scargill 
\rthur Scargiti plans to use the 
IIOO.OQO politi^ hind of the 
to finance (he Socialist 
.about Part)’. Page 2 

rawler allegation 
» novice crew were “sent to 
.icir deaths" by two men who 
m their unseaworthy trawler, 
court was told. Page 3 
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Murdoch: £1.2bn bid for 
future Olympic Games 

review the size and scope of the 
list" Obvious candidates for in- 
dusion are Ryder Cupgolf-al- 
ready bought and 

Five Nations n^by - in which 
SIqr is said to he interested 'but 
Labour would not make firm 
commitments yesterday. Mr 
Murdoch recent^ broke new 
ground by “buying up" and 
revolutionising rugtw league by 
turning k into a suouner sport 
The ban, which has obvious 
electoral appeal cuts across 
attempts by Tony Blair to woo 
Mr Murdoch, which took the 
Labour leader to News Coip's 
retreat on Hayman Island, in 
Australia, last July. Mr Mur- 
doch. owner of the* Sun, Times, 
News of tite World and Sunday 
limes as well as of Skv TV, hu 
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said he could ima^e support- 
ing Mr Blair at the next election. 

David Elstein, Head of Pro- 
gramming at SI 9 , said the list 
of protected sporting events 
was an "anachronism from the 
1950s". Sky had built up a suc- 
cessful business without any of 
the e^ts, and a ban wiuld only 
dam^e sporL He asked: “Who 
is going to compensate sports 
bodies for (he losses they 
suffer as a result of this?" 

Whfle proposing the new re- 
straints on Mr Murdoch, 
Labour stOl tried hard yesterday 
to avoid giving him offence. 
Lord Donoughue, Labours 
heritage spokesman in the 
House of Lords, said: “We are 
not interested in any campaign 
against Rupert Murdoch or any 
other nes^aper proprietor. 
AH we are concerned about is 
the principle of fair access." 

He told peers, who gave the ; 
Broadcasting BQ] its second j 
reading: “The poor, the old, and j 
the tmemplpyed wfll certainl)’ 
not be able 10 afibrd much sub- 
scription or pay-as-yon-view 
television: the and rrV wiD 
not be able to afford to buy die 
rii^is to broadcast." He was 
backed by Lord Thomson of 
Moniiietb for the Uberal De- 
mocrats, and is believed to 
have wi^ support among in- 
dependent cross-benchers.If 
the Bill is amended in the 
Lords, it is unlikel) to be re- 
versed in the Commons. 

The Prime Mmister hinted in 
awrinen answer on .Mcmday that 
the Government might accept 
thechan^: “lam aware of pub- 
lic debate on this issue, and we 
are keeping it under dose re- 
view." MeQor. the former 
Heritage Secretary, who intro- 
duced tbe 1990 Broadcasting 
Act, said last week that he had 
not foreseen that satellite sub- 
scriptkm services would gener- 
ate the revenue needed *To buy- 
up the Crown Jewels of sport". 

It was disdosed last week that 
Sky TV was ready to offer 
£ll2bn to secure exdu^-e Eu- 
ropean rights for the Ohmpic 
C^mes b^een 2000 and 200S. 





Astronomers hmi to leave the camera shutter open for 10 days to get this image of more than 1,500 galanes 


Photograph: Nasa 


Hubble image shows 
dawn of the universe 


Yeltsin attacked 
as Chechen 
rebels fight on 


Minister r^rimanded 

joior minister .Alistair Burt has 
een “reprimanded" for a let- 
:r which attacked remarks by 
iaroncss Thatcher. Plage 2 

Sreeks se^ new PM 
irccce's socialists plan to elea 
new prime minister by the end 
f the week. Page9 

H>ie’$ wife accused 

Elizabeth Dole, wife of the 

iading Reptdilican presidential 
lodidaie, faces allegations of 
itandal favouritism. Page 11 

oday's weaftter 

'oggy and cold with wrintry sun 
iter on. Section Two, pa^ 25 
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PHIL REEVES 
Pervomayskoye 
HELEN WOMACK 
Moscow 

Boris Ybltsin came under fierce 
attack yesterday from political 
of^nents and allies alike yes- 
terday, as fighting between 
Russian troops and Chechen 
rebels continued unabated. 

lb add to Mr Yeltsin’s woes, 
Chechen fighters were report- 
ed to have seized a ship in 
Turi^, and one of the ar- 
chitects of his economic re- 
form programme resigned. 

Russian troore and Chechen 
rebels were engaged in 
fierce battles in the burned-out 
village of Pstvomwskoye. de- 
spite Mr YeltsinV prebiction 
trat the fiffhtmg would all be 
over in one day. 

lite scores of Russian tank 
shells and rockets that arched 
across the snowbound fields 
and slammed into the rem- 
nants of PervomayskOTe 
ihroughoul much of the day 
provide the Kremlm with a 
continuous reminder that their 
pinn< bad gone off track, what- 
ever their eventual outcome. 

llie onslaught was amposed 
to have been a quiric. it bruiaL 


exercise to demonsome to Rus- 
siatK thai Mr H^ltanwill not al- 
low his Go^'eniment to be held 
to ransom by 150 Chechens, 
even if it meamjec^iai^smg the 
Ih-es of scores of hostages, in- 
cluding women and chfldren. 

But in^ead of being over 
within a dsn- the thump of ar- 
tinery shells and grenades were 
still echoing across the land- 
scape as darkness fell. 

The Communist leader Gen- 
nady Zyuganov' said that it 
wtxild be buter if Nfr Yeltsin did 1 
not stand for a second term in 
June's presidential election. 
But more wonyingly for Mr 
Yeltsin, the liber^ Yabloko 
grouping said H would seek a 
vote of no-confidence in tbe 
govenunenL The gos'ernment 
was counting on <ro-operation 
from Yabloko to rsstmn the 
Communists and nationalists in 
the new parliament. 

The fote of the mqodiv'of the 
boste^ remained unclear. 

^tejor-General .Alexander 
Mikhailov, a spokesman fcH* 
tbe Federal Security Sem'ce, 
said Rusaan troops biDi^t 

out 24 pe-jpie from the 
village since fitting began on 
Monday. | 

* Rescue^ fiasco, page 8 i 


DANNY PENMAN 
andMULVAUEiy 

What you can see above sireidi- 
es the power of human 00 m- 
prehension to its limiL The 
photograph shows tbe universe 
near the moment of Its creation. 

The picture - the latest tak- 
en by the Hubble Space Tele- 
scope - amazed dele^tes at the 
meeting of the .American As- 
tronotnica] Sode^ ui San An- 
tonio this week. 

It would take 300,000 years 
to cross the frame of this pic- 
ture in a^paceship travelling at 
10 times the speed of light It 
shows 1.500 galaries in various 
stages of fonnatkm. The ima^ 
are so faint they never before 
have been seen - the eye wxiuld 
need to be 4 billion times more 
powerful to perceive them. 

And it may hold the answ-er 
to the question which has per- 
frfexed astronomers for gencr- 
aiians: how do galaxies form? 

Each speck or swirl of light 
is a gala:o' coataining up K7 100 
billion suns all streaming away 
from the Earth at 19.000 miles 
per second. 

Light from the brightest 
galaxies took about five billfon 
vears to readi the Earth. Light 
frtim the dimmest set off abwt 
12-15 bi^n veais ago - armiad 
the time when the unKerse was 
formed. 

“As the images have come up 
on our screens, we have not 
been able to keep from won- 
dering if wc might scMochow be 
seeing our own origins in all of 
this,"" Robert E 'VMlliains. di- 
reaor Lif the Space Telescope 
Science Institute in Baltimore, 
said. 

“The past I0da\'sha>ebeen 



Paint that the Hubble 
talBSCope MS lookirtg 

Btintheptctureabove. 
Seen ftwn Earth by ttie 
naked eye; the area 
ofthepholografdT 
wouldbeassmalas 
a grain of sand vieMred 
from a dislance of 6 feet 
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View of the British rs^ dry knkitig North, In January 


an unbelievable experience." 

The photograph - which is 
the result of a single exposure 
in which the camera shutter was 
kept open for 10 days - focus- 
es on an area which seen from 
the Earth was about tbe size of 
a large grain of sand held at 
aim's length. The camera was 
directed at a point in the sky 
near the handle of the Big Dip- 
jMr. a part of the universe con- 
tinuoosty in view of the orbiting 
telescope. 

Tbe result has forced Hubble 
astronomers to abandon tbe 
language of scientific precision 
and to speak only of “wonder- 
ment". It is a collection of 
“things we haven't seen be^ 
fore". Andrew S Iruchter. an- 
other Hubble t^m member, 
sakL There are eHiptical shapes 
and ^irals. Some arc like bcadi 
balls and footballs. Others are 
long cigar-sbaped dusters of 
stars. 

The images may hold the an- 
swer to the enigma of how the 
exisUng galaxies came into be- 
ing. Th^ star gnaups are found 
tbroagboui the unh-ersc but 


aslrooomers so far do not un- 
derstand how many billions of 
stats can come together to form 
a single duster l^e the Milky 
Vitiy, a spiral galai^ that indu^ 
Earth’s sun. “Galaxies are not 
forming at the presenu'* Mr 
WiDiams said. “They seemed to 
have formed a long lime agp. 
Exactly how they formed is a 
myslcry.’’ 

Tbe image is the fruii of a 
year of planning. Astronomers 
processed 342 frames pho- 
tographed between ciecember 
18 and December 28 to form a 
single image of deep space 
known as the Hubble ^ep 
Field image, it reveals 2,000 
galaxie^ each containing up to 
100 billion stars. Experts now- 
face years of work anal)'sing the 
detail of what the camera has 
captured. 

.An infra-red camera sched- 
uled to be installed in the Hub- 
ble Space Telescope In 1997 a.s 
a joint project of National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administra- 
tion and the European Space 
Agenc)' will search for even far- 
ther gdaxies. 
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Man 
charged 
over 
girl, 5 

JASON BENNEnO 

Crime Correspondent 

A man was diarged yesterday 
with abducting a five-^ar-old 
gifl who has been missing from 
her home ance Sunday. 

Police divers and mountain 
rescue teams were yesterday 
brought in to the search for 
Rosemary McCann who disap- 
peared fimm her home in Old- 
ha^ Greater Manchester^ 
whOe sleeping alongside her 
brother. 

Andrew Poundey, 31, a for- 
mer boyfriend of Rosemary's 
mother, was charged with the 
giii's abduction. He is due to ap- 
pear before magistrates in Old- 
ham today. 



Search squad: Police divers looMng for the missing five-year-old Rosemary McCann (above lefQ in Almtandra Park, Oldhm 


Mr Pountley, of Oldham, 
bad been held for questioning 
shortly after the girl disap- 
peared on Sunday. Rosemary 
was last seen in her bedroom 
dressed in her pyjamas. 


Rosemary's mother Josie 
Mahon, 26, made an emotion- 
al appeal yesterday for the put^ 
lie to re^nd to a police to 

check garages, outbuildings and 
vehicles for hOT daughter. 


“I am very, very worried,'’ 
said Mrs Mahon. "All 1 want is 
my ch0d back borne. Please, 
please help the police find my 
dtild." 

DetSupt Ron Ga£fey,wfao is 


leadnig the b^ said lhatif ai^ 
one was bolding her they diould 
tfo'nie about tii^ wer e 

caosittg her fiunify. 

He ttdd a news conference: 
"It is now more than 48 hours 


siaoeJEtosanaiy was taken. TOth 
very rrrinute and hour I am be- 
Gomirig xiKiie coricerried. 

"I am earnest^ hoping she is 
stni alive. It may be someone is 
bolding her against her will or 


PhptDgrairfi: Martin Rickett 


she is tied up alone some- 
v*ere." 

An extensive search was ex- 
tended yesterday to p«mds and 
woodland near Rosemary's 
home. 


Minister carpeted as Tcaies 
close ranks over Thatcher 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Alistair Burt, a social security 
minister, has been officially 
"reprimanded’' government 
whips for writing a letter to a 
newspaper atiacldng "breath- 
taking’' remarks in Etaroness 
lliatcher's controversial lec- 
ture last week. 

The reprimand was con- 
firmed yesterday as John Ma- 
jor prepared to reunite his 
party mlh a speech io busi- 
nessmen in Birmingham on 
Friday designed to emphasise 
the broad appeal of the Oon- 
servaUve party and the poten- 
tial impact of economic 
recoveiy on ordinaiy people. 

The extreme sensitivity of 
party efforts to put the impact 
of Lady Thatcher's speech be- 
hind it was underiined yester- 
day by the rebuke for Mr Burt 
- and Mr Major's refusal to dis- 
cuss it later in the Commons. 

In a candid letter in yester- 
day's Times. Mr Bun. a lefl-of- 
centre minister whose depan- 
mental head is R;ter Lillev, 


the Thatcherite Secretary of 
State for Social Security, point- 
e<^ criticised the former Prime 
Minister for suggesting that 
the Government’s unpopulari- 
ty stemmed from its failure to 
satisfy the middle classes. 

Pressed tty Ibny Blair, the 
Labour leader, yesterday to 
confirm that (he minister had 
been carpeted for writing his let- 


ter, the Prime Minister would 
only say; "Matters within my 
government are for me and not 
for ^Du." Earlier, as government 
busmess managers launched a 
concerted effort to draw a Ifoe 
under the inddent, Mr Major 
told Mr Blain "I set out uiy 
views on dial issue week and 

they haven't changed.” 

But it was confomed by se- 


nior party sources that the 
Clifofwhip, Alastair Goodlad, 
bad issued a reprimand to Mr 
Burt for breaking ranks with his 
letter. Mr Bnii - apparentfy 
without ocHisulting coUeag^ as 
ministerial protocol requires - 
wrote diat "dass has for too long 
been the thorn in the flerii of 
British life”. 

FBs letter adds: "TheLabour 


Tarzan: ‘Lord of the Bungle’ 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Michael Hescltinc was brand- 
ed the "Lord of the Bungle'' last 
night after revealing a day too 
early that the unemployment 
figures will show a fall. 

The deputy Prime Minister 
baOed the "excellent news” that 
the Jobless total bad gone down 
for the 28th month in a row 
during a visit to Laihom in 
Lanc^irc. 

The figures, due to be re- 
leased to^v. are nonnallv a 


closely guarded secret because 
of their maiket sensitivity. But 
the news was released ^ Mr 
Hesdtine as be ^tempted to de- 
flect questions about the repri- 
mancT for a minister who bad 
criticised Baroness Thatcher. 

Accusing the Government 
of leaking the figures for polit- 
ical ends. John Edmonds, gen- 
eral secretary of the GMB 
general union, said: "lie Cen- 
tral Statistical Office should 
be independent of parly politics, 
but Taizan. Lord of the Bungle, 
has let the big cal out” 


It was unclear last night 
whether Mr Heseitine wfl] be 
carpeted for the gafie. 

John Major was also accused 
(ty Labour of making a gafife by 
confirming a big defence order 
for Land Rover ambulances 
during Commons questions yes- 
terday, two days before it was 
due to be fonnally announced. 

However, the Ministiy of 
Defence last night insisted no 
decision bad been taken. Hiey 
said Mr Major had been refer- 
ring to an order from the Ital- 
ian government. 


Party was ri^tfy rejected by the 
peo|^ vdien it seemed almost 
aggressively dass based.” 

Mr Burt declares: "What 1 
find breathtaJdng is the appar- 
ent exdusiveness of LAdy 
Thatcher's Conservative hori- 
zon." 

And he condudes: "There 
are staunch Conseivatives all 
over the countty, not least in the 
North, who mi£^t not describe 
themselves as middle class, and 
why should tiHty?”- 

It was ackno^e^ed unoffi- 
dalfy in zninisterial drdes yes- 
terday that Mr Burt’s remarks 
did not Dotioeably conjQict with 
Mr Major’s uncompromising 
reassertion of "C)ne Nation” Ib- 
ryism, 24 bouts after Lady 
'Etcher’s lecture. 

But Mr M^'or did not did di- 
rectfy critidse Lady Ihatdier 
and it was pointed out that die 
Prime Mnister’s remails were 
intended to be the last word. 

Official guidance for minis- 
ters also requires that they seek 
peririSBon before writmg letters 
or artides ou matters of general 
political controvert. 


Opera opens to 
staff picket 


JOHNMcKIE 

Around 50 Royal Opera House 
stafflast ni^t picketed outside 
the troubled Covent Garden in- 
stitution minutes before an 
opening night prodnetioiL 

Opeca-goersweie presented 
with this latest embarrassment 
to the ROH on Che same night 
that a controversial BBCZd^ 
umentaiy was being broadcast 

In the qiisode ofthe six-part 
documentary, The /fouse, view- 
ers saw tbe ROH director of 
public affairs, Kdtfa 
sackmg its head of box oi 
Andrew FoUon, and dosmg the 
ROH shop. 

But tbe staff last night were 
protesting about last week’s 
announcement of 110 redun- 
dancies. In a meeting between 
staff and out-going director, 
Jerenty Isaacs, on Friday, th^ 
were told thM voluntary le- 
dundandes would take eS^ 
from tomorrow and conqnUso- 
ty redundandes would be en- 
forced next week. 

Members of last night’s au- 
dience for the fiz^ of six per- 
formances of Sir Mkhael 
TtppeO^sTheASdrSumm^Mar- 
were handed a Iraflet 
teUmg them of the redundan- 


cies, as well as seeing banners 
reading: "Thrandole”. 

Tm manager of staff here,” 
said caie pidket^ ettqiktyee hut 
fri^ t, "and abe^ we ^ have 
to w^ even harder and even 
if we keep our jobs, we're go- 
ing to have to do the job of lots 
of di&rent people. are not 

an dlitist bunck We’ce low- 
paid woikcrs and we probabfy 
couldn't afford the tii^ts.” . 

Christina Driver, nationar*| 
officer of Bectu, the union 
vriiidi represents around half of 
the ROM’s LOOO employees, 
said the protests were "what you 
might spontaneous com- 
bustion... YVe haven’t had prop- 
er consultatum”. - 

As well as the documentary, 
and tbe furore over the redun- 
dancies the Royal Opera 
House is still horned from au- 
tumn 1997 for two seasons as its 
Convent Gardoi headquarters 
are renovated. 

Opera-goeics expressed con- 
cern at the proble^ Dr David 
Cohen, 66, who has been going 
to ROH productions for 50 
years said last night "Tm de^riy 
in sympathy with the staff and 
there are obviousiy some prob- 
lems that the House hasn’t 
solutions for.” 
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Scargill seeks NUM funds 
to finance breakawsty party 


BARRIE CLEMENT, COUN 
BROWN and JAMES CUSICK 

Arthur Scaisill plans to use the 
£100J)00 p^Uct fund of the 
National Union of Minework- 
ers to finance ihe Socialist 
Labour Party, vriucb is lo field 
a candidate in opposition to 
Labour at the Hemsworth by- 
election on 1 February. 

Mr ScaigQ] 's siqiportcis have 
drawn im a motion to sever the 
union's Imks with Labour whirii 
his allies in YoriKhire intend to 
(able at the NUM’s annual 
conference this summer. 

The move provoked opposi- 
tion from NUM sponsored- 
Labour MPs who have 


threatened to reagn their unkm 
membeishfo if it disaffiliates. 
Leaders of the union outside 
Yorkshire indicated they would 
secede from the union if Mr 
Scargill was successful. 

Joe TUfiUs, Midlands area sec- 
retaty, said the NUM president 
would have oonsider&le diffi- 
culty in w inning the SUppOJt of 
the union’s national exeoitive. 
He said; "I’ve been a member 
of tbe Labour Party all irty life 
and I will remain a memb^ of 
tbe Labour Party. I'm sure 
every other member of the ex- 
ecutive feels the same way.” 

Dave Douglas, of Hatfield 
Main colliery, said he was 
preparing to put forward the 


proposition at the Yorkshire 
area coimciL "The Labour Par- 
ty no longer represents the 
working class in general or the 
minets m particular. It’s a waste 
of time and montty," he said. 

The SLP caodii^te for the 
Hemsworth by-election is Bren- 
da Nbmn. 35, the wife of a Hat- 
field Main miner. Mm Nixon is 
a friend of Ann Snai^ii, the 
NUM president’s wife, and has 
been active in the Women 
Agai^ Ht Closure group. 

Eric the past cfaasman 

of the NUM group of Labour 
MPs, said last ni^L "The min- 
ers' sponsored MPs as far as I 
am aware will remain within tbe 
Labour Party, vriU not have 


aitytiiing to do with the new par- 
ty. 1 think it is sad that Arthur 
has formed a party and decid- 


port rather than stay within the 
Labour J^rty,” he said. 

Dennis Skhmer, the MP for 
Boisover, said there was no 
question of the NUM disaffili- 
ating from the Labour Party and 
predeted it would never be 
agreed Ity the union. 

Mr ScaugOl’s new party or- 
ganisatkxi was set iq> at a meet- 
ing in a London hotel last 
Saturday. When asked how the 
party was to be funded, be re- 
portedly, told left-wing associ- 
ates: *T>OD't worry ^Mut the 
money.” . - 


UK in move to scrap 
law on 48-hour week 


Britain went to court yesterdty 
in the first round of its fight to 
scrap European laws limiting 
(he workiiig week to 48 hours. 

Michael Beloff QC repre- 
senting the Government in its 
first legai battle to hah the im- 
position of social policy by 
Brussels, said the directive 
aoecd more than tm> yean ago 
had been broi^t in without 
any evidence that the measures 
"were best advanced at Euro- 
pean and not national level". 

The European Court of Jus- 
tice in Luxembourg was asked 
to find the law was iflegal - be- 
cause tbe European Commis- 
sion bad push^ it through on 
"health and safety" grounds 
when it was really a separate 
matter of social policy. 

The legal dstiDctkm is cnidaL 


The Government was unable to 
veto what h saw as interference 
from Bnissds in domestic sociat 
polity because any European 
laws introduced under the 
health and safety heading only 
r^iiire majority backing from 
ministers. Social polity issues re- 
quire unanimity. 

If the court wds the law was 
legally introduced, Britain will 
remain subject to a 48-hoar 
maximum woridng week as the 
norm, coupled with other re- 
strictions compeilmg wodeers to 
rest for 11 consecutive hours a 
day: to take a break if the 
wt^og day exceeds she hours; 
to have at least one dty off a 
week; and to take four weeks 
paid holiday a yev. 

An interim "opinitm” will be 
delivered on 12 


Hindley life term 
questioned by judge 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Aflairs Ctme^xindent 

One of the conntzy’s most 
authoritative legal figures yes- 
terdty questioned tfaelegality of 
keeping I&dlty m prison 
until she dies. 

Underlining the growing rift 
between the.judi^ity and the 
Government, Lord Dooaldsoin, 
the former Master of the Rolls, 
mestkmed whether the Home 
Seoetaty had the lo tie the 

hands of a snocessor by decid- 
ing that a life sentence prison- 
er riiould never be released. 

He said: "I can well under- 
stand him stying that a partic- 
ular prisoner ^uld not be 
released now, but I don’t see 
how be can Sty that he or she 
should never be released.” 


•V 


Althoagh Lord Donaldson, 
who now sits in the Lords, cat- 
^rically denied that he was in 
aity wty supporting ISndlty, the 
Moors mu^rer, w comments 
will inevhabfy be seized on by 
her supports a4io believe sbe 
sdiould qimlify for parole - her 
initiai tariff or recommended 
minimuin sentence was set tty 
the trial judge ^ 20 years, 
whidb sbe has now served. 

&it spesdemgon BBC Radio 
yesterdty Locdibaialdson said: 
"Nfy concern is that the Home 
Seoetaiy should act vrithin his 
powers. In other words, I am 
ooDConed with tiierule of law, 
whether it affects prisoners or 
aityborfyelse.” 

He ako queried the rights of 
Home Secretaries to continue 
moving tariff's ever upwards. 


Alcoholic lemonade 
adB breach code 

A poster -canipaigii promoting 
, the alcoholic lenwi^e Hoop- 
et'sHoodi wascritirised by the 
Advertiriog Standards Auuior- 
hyyesterdty'fbr its ^lilcefy ap- 
jksT .to underage drinkers. 

: Four members ofthe public 
and Labour’ftconsumer affairs 
/^KtosqMri,N^ Griffiths, had 
ooiqdtdaed to ttK ASA over tbe 
post^ Oue featur^ agiianiiig 
lemon character holding a bot- 
tleof Hooper’s Hooch with tbe 
headline "Warning, Extreme 
Refreshment Ale 4.7% ABV”. 
Others said: "Warning. One 
Ibste And You're Ifoodied”. 

The makers of Hooch, Bass 
Brewers, ^licii insisted that 
the pFodna and posters were 
deseed for 18-35 year-olds, 
will not be repeating the cam- 
paign. 

Anns report delayed 

The report of the internatioD- 
sd commissioa into paiamilitaiy 
weapons in Northern Ireland, 
beaded by the former US sen- 
ator George Mitdiell, has been 
delty^'n^ next week. It will 
be pubfished <m 24 Januaty, 
steadt^.tomorrow as plaimed. 

Shackled patient 

A second attempt to obtain 
emergency bail roc a woman 
Aids victim who is riiackled in 
a hospital ward 24 hours a dty 
was rejected by a Ifigfa Court 
jui^e. Lawyers for the 34-year- 
old woman, known only as 
Jane, said thty would now seek 
an emetgeoty hyunction to re- 
move the "deg^ding” chains, 
pending a jndi^ review of the 
controversial practice. 

Ulster killings 

Police in Belfast were ques- 
tioning a number of people 
about a recent murder in No^- 
em Irdand. Eight men have 
been dot dead ance April last 
year - five between December 
and New Year’s Day. Direct Ac- - 
tiOQ Against E^gs - which the ' 
Royal Ulster Constabulary has 
said is a flag of convenience for 
the IRA - has claimed respon- . 
sibility for the knifngs, but no 
one bias yet been charged with ' 
them. 

Invasion of privacy 

The privaty of Enuna Nichol- 
son, MP for Devon West and 
Ibrridge. and her hudand. Sir 
Michael Caine, was invaded 
when 13 women protested at 
her stance against lesbian moth- 
erhood in their garden last 
April, ITV’s regulator bos 
ruled. Its latest programme 
complaints report, published 
today, upholds the couple’s 
complaint about the Legion 
Avenge Sir IvQdbael and Ms 
Nicholsou believe a Channel 4 
camera crew which filmed tbe 
incident incited tbe protesL 

Bomber foiled 

A man who was threateuii^ to 
blow himself up in a car with a 
homemade bomb was over- 
powered when police stormed 
the vehicle and pulled him ouL 
The inddent in Old Amer- 
sham, Buckin^iainshire, was 
said to have begun after a row 
with Halma, an engineering 
company ba^ there, over tbe 
rights to a patent Paul Barker, 
of Ai^lsty, Gwynedd, was be- 
am held in police custody. His 
wife, Janice, was arrested in 
North Wales, on behalf of the 
police at Amersham, on su^i- 
ckm of ooospizaty to blacking 

Mawfiinney protest 

Four students and a teacher 
have been diarged with assault 
and threatening behaviour 
against the Cemservative Party 
diairman Dr Brian Mawhinnpy 
and his wife, in an inddent 

during a prated against the 
Atylim BiD in wfaid] paint was 
thrown in Westminster last 
November. 

Moore estate 

Judges at the Court of Appeal 
reserved judgment on an attempt 
by tbe daughter of the sculptor 
Henry Moore to gain control 
over millioas of pou^ worth of 
copies of her father’s works. 
M^ Moore, acting under her 
marzied nanie of Danowsklwas 


1993 which gave control of her 
father’s woifa to the Henry 
Motxe RnindatinL She daimed 
"artist's copies” of her father's 
works produced from 1977 were 
bispeikxia] mpperty and so 
came ^ oibis persona! estate 
foUowmg his de^ in 1986. 
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Trawler crew ‘sent to their deaths’ 





of the ^ members of the Pescado who died, the 
skipper Neil Curry and his fiancee Jo Ann Ihomas 


A six-stroag novice crew were 
“sent to their deaths" by two 
men who ran their unseaworthy 
trawler, a court was told 
yesterday. 

The steel-hulled scalloper 
Pescado was unstable when it 
sailed from fafanouth, Cbruwall, 
on 25 Febniaiy 1991 without a 
qualified skipper, it was 
^eged. 

After a so-far unexplained 
capsize, 13 miles off Dodmao 
Point, south Cbmwall, the crew 
of five men and one woman 
“were left to sink or swim”, the 
prosecutor, Francis Gflbeit QC, 
told the jury at Bristol Crown 
Court. 

“In the event they all 
drowned," he said on the open- 
ing day of t^at could be the 
six-week manslaughter trial of 
Joseph O'Connor, 44, and Alan 
A>tcs. 56. 

The crew of the 100-ton 
Phinouth-redstered vessel 
wvre only 22 minutes flying 
time by rescue helicopter from 
the Royal Naval Air Station at 
CuldroK when they died, Mr 
Gilbert said. 

But one of the Pescado's 
radios was broken and was not 
connected to a power supply. A 
short-wave radk> was on board 
but none of ihe.orew was a qual- 
ified operator. 

"It is an irony the rescue ser- 


vices were so close but un- 
aware of the need for their 
help," the QC said. 

The vessel was not equipped 
with an emergency radio alert 
beacon and its sole out-of-date 
liferaft was "useless", and was 
lashed to the railings. 

Hie Crown said that the ves- 
sel had been sent to sea with- 
out safety authorisation, 
following a refit "from barely 
more than being fit for scrap". 
Some of the crew would have 
sun^d if the required s^ety 
equipment had been on boai^ 
it was claimeri. 

"None of this crew had any 
qualification whatsoever - th^ 
were in effea novices sent to 
their deaths by the defendants," 
the prosecutor said. 

“It is the Crown's case that at 
the time of the last fatal voyage, 
that Pescado was being operat- 
ed 1^ the two defendants ef- 
fectively in partnership, and 
they are both responsmle in 
manslaughter for the deaths of 
the crew," he told the jury. 

Mr O'Connor, of Dumford 
Street, Plymouth, and Mr 
Ayres, of North ECU, Plymouth, 
were the managing agent and 
the director respectively of 
Giikfeday Ud, wfauh owned the 
35-;)^-oldFesaidb. They have 
eaoh pleaded not guilty to six 
manslaughter charges, ^eging 



Maritime tragedy: The Pescado, which capsized Mlling all six crew members, and its operators, Aian Ayres (below left) and Joseph O’Connor 


breach of duty of care. It is said 
that the breach amounted to 
gross negligence, and was a 
substantial cause of tbeir 
deaths. 

Those who died were the 
skipper, Neil Cuny, 28, from 
South Uist, Western Isles; bis 
23-year-old fiancee and ship’s 
cook, Jo- Ann Thomas, from 
Plymouth; 34-year-oId Peter 
BM^, from Fleetwood, Lancs; 
Adrian Flynn, 21, from Lincoln; 
Sean Kdly', 17, from Brixhaai, 
Devon; and Steven Hai^, 30. 
from Plymonth. 

As the majority of them had 
little or no ej^erience of 
scallop fishing, they were “in- 
nocents" when they saOed on 
the last \-oyage. 

Mr GUbien claimed that al- 
though the Pescado was issued 
with a Department of 'franspcnt 
fishing vessel ^cty certificate 


in 1987, it was never vah'd, 
because an engine was later 
replaced. 

“This vessel never, ever sailed 
within the law from the moment 
O’Connor bought her until she 
sank," said Gilbert. 

After blaring the vessel in 
1987, Mr O’Connor bad rigged 
her as a scalloper before going 
bankrupt two years later. 

He persuaded a friend, 
Richard Cox. to buy Guideday 
Ltd, and purchase tbc Pexado 
bom the receiver, for £5,500 in 
March 1990. 

Mr O'Cannor supervised the 
later refining and re-equipping 
of the vessel an operation that 
was largely financed tiy Mr 
Ayres, said Mr Gfibert. 

The Crown claimed that Mr 
O'Cntmor had deliberately 
avoided alerting the Depart- 
ment of Tjansport to the fin- 


ished refit and was “hoping to 
get away with it". 

Evidence pointed to the ves- 
sel being lost in a capsi^ le- 
suhing from dzfBcufti^ with the 
gear, with the dew bemg unable 
to remedy with the problera be- 
fore she was draped down. 
However, it may be said that it 
resulted from a collision with a 
surface vessel or submarine, 
Mr Gilbert told the jury. 

But whatever the cause of the 
sinldng. it was the lack of sta- 
bility and the absence of safe- 
ty equipment Much was the 
most serious aspect of the case, 
Mr Gilbert said. 

Hie charges follow a police 
investigation thatwas launched 
after the Pescado was raised 
from the seabed in a £250,000 
operation in September 1993. 
Tlie bearing was adjourned 
until today. 



Lloyds 
offers 
couple a 
way out 
of ruin 


STEVE BOGGAN 
and MARK LISTER 

A o>uple who won £77,500 
damages fr'om Lloyds Bank 
have been offered a chance to 
avoid being bankrupted in a 
£150,000 counKr-daun the 
bank’s lawyers. 

Richard Spindler and Julia 
WriQr made legal history last 
September when they were 
awarded damages over bad 
loan advice ^ven by a branch 
manag er. However, as the case 
resumed, they faced ruin be- 
cause of a diqmted claim over 
earlier mor^agK which the 
Imk are s^ outstanding. 

During yesterd^s hearing at 
the High Court in Leeds, Mr 
Spindler, 36, an acupuncturist, 
and Mrs Tferity, a 55-year-old 
teadier, both from Henley, in 
Oxfordshire, were offered a 
compromise which would leave 
them owing about £27,000 in- 
stead of the £160,000 initially 
claimed the bank. They 
argue that they owe nothing. 

Gregory MitcheU, counsel 
for foe bank, said foe couple 
owed £150.000 on loans, m- 
duding the mortgage cm a failed 
property ^culation and in- 
teresL However, when making 
their statement of claim in foe 
last case, the couple demanded 
interest tmiy up to December 
19^ instead of the present diy. 

Mr MitcbeD said foe bank, in 
its turn, was now prepared to re- 
turn to Decemter 1990 when 
the mteiest was lower on aO out- 
standing accQUJ] Is. Lloyds Bank 
would credit the cotqjle with the 
£77329 won at foe earlier hear- 
ing which would then pay off aD 
foe Inans and leave a mortgage 
debt of £27JXK) pounds, phis the 
interest to date. That, amount- 
ing to about £10,000, would be 
offset by a daim for loss of earn- 
ings on Mrs Vsri^’s part for 
about the same amount. 

Mr MitcheU said: “My 
counter-daim stiQ stands for the 
frUl figure, but so foe plaintiffs 
don't have foe fuU interest on 
their accounts . . . ] can sbon- 
cucuit it in foe way I have done 
returning to December 
1^.” ft is understood foe cou- 
ple were considering the offer 
last night The case continues. 


Parents are found hanged 
after daughter’s death 


The parents of a schoolgirl 
found choked to death on her 
lie after being told to tidy her 
room were yesterday discovered 
hanged in their home. 

M^elle Henry, 12, died two 
months after looping a 
blue alk tie round her and 

&dng the other end to foe bed- 
room door handle. 

Her parents Barbara, 38, and 
Michael, 37, had battled to 
come to terms with the tragedy. 

But yesterd^ Michelle's un- 
de, Derek Irands, - who orig- 
inally found foeyoung^ dead 
m her room - returned from a 
nigiu shift to the home he 
shared with the family in Mont- 
pelier, Bristol to disoover his sis- 
ter Barbara and Michael 
hanging from foe staircase. 

November, Mr fTands, 
a 34-year-old hotel deaner, 
had found Michelle's body be- 
hind her bedroom door, the 
morning after he bad scolded 
his niece for having an untidy 
room. 

Mr Francis told an inquest 
into her death: “When 1 came 
back in the morning, Midielle’s 
bedroom door was dosed but 
foe light was still on. 

“I had words with her foe 
ntjA i before about her room be- 
ing untidy and 1 did not want to 



Barbara Henry (left) and her daughter Mtehefie 


trouble her, so I went downstairs 
to make myself a drink. 

“Later on I knodeed on the 
door two or three times and 
there was no re[^. I pushed nqr 
way into foe room and saw 
Micfaelle lying on foe floor. 

“I thou^t & had passed out 
or was sick. But then 1 noticed 
the tie had been knotted around 
foe door handle and I realsed 
she was d^." 

His sister, a worker at a 
homeless project, had broken 
down after foe inquest hearing. 

“W: are deq)e^^ trying to 
come to terms with her tiagjc 


death - but I don’t know ho»'," 
Mis Henry said. 

“She was a \tTy happy and 
sen^^ girl and I just cannot 
see her killing bers^ 

“Ws used to ten her off quite 
a lot for bdn^ umifo' and she 
would be a bit gnnnpy for a 
wh& but it would nevCT last" 
Ybsterday sieving relatives 
gathered at foe £uni!>’’s three- 
bedroom terraced house. 

Mrs Heuiy’s cousin, >^da 
Tucker, 54, said: "'^e are a very 
close-knit family. 

“Midielle’s death hit us all 
very hard. Her parents never gcx 


over her death and clearly they 
just couldn't handle it any 
more." 

She added: saw them a few 

days ago and alfoou^ they 
were sm^g, under foe surface 
they were both completely shat- 
tered. 

“It takes time to come to 
terms with a tragedy like 
NfidteDe’s death and I knew 
they could never forget iL" 

2^ Henry’s father, 
Grain^e, said: “1 just can't be- 
lieve what has h^ipened. There 
was never any s^ that fo^' 
would do anythn^ like this. 

“Th^ were very dose to 
Micfaelfe bnt fo^ obviously 
couldn't come to terms with 
what happenecL" 

“I can't believe this is hap- 
pening," he added. 

The Avon Coroner, Paul For- 
rest, record a verdict of ac^ 
ddental death at the inquest 
into Midielle's death in No- 
vember. 

He said at foe hearing: “I 
have severe doubts about 
leconfiig a veirfict of suidde be- 
cause a 22-year-old child is too 
young to be cemsidered capable 
of plmming to take her omi life. 

“It is more likely that 
Michelle's death was a result of 
an acxncieaL" 


Sexual ‘banter’ led to dismissal 


An iiLsurance compaiQ' brantfo 
where a naanager is alleged to 
have harassed three women 
enje^d a rela.xed atmospibere 
wliere banter was freefy ex- 
changed, an industrial iribonal 
w*as told vesieiday. 

Ms Helen Gower, counsel for 
the manager, Michael Jeimin^ 
lyfan ii^ Haiming unfair dismi ssal, 
said many of the staff at the Pru- 
dential office in scxifo^ast Lon- 
don enjoyed trading personal 
commcois among thumsefves. 

The tribunal in Croy'don, 
south London, has heard alle- 
gations foot Mr Jennin^ 47, ha- 
rassed three women at the 
branch. They cannot be named 
for legal reasons. 

Ms Cower said boards erect- 
ed on ofSee wMls to celebrate 
25 years' service to the compa- 
ny bv' .Mr Jenniii^ included ref- 


erences to bis appearance. 
Among suggestions displayed 
for a possible retiremeiit job ws 
that he promoted slimming 
re|ames.Hea{ 7 re(aatedtbefan- 
mour as harmless fun, foe said. 

Oneoftbewanen,a 17*year- 
old trainee, complained of be- 
ing txHObarded with gifts from 
Mr Jennings, including 
fume, a rii^ and a note a^mg 
her to marry hhn, the tribunal 
was told. 

She became d^nessed at 
unwanted attention, losiim in- 
toest in her ^qieaiaace and^&xl- 
ing to wafo her hair or diai^ 
her dotbes. She confided in 

er membeis of ^aff, Ibmf Mc- 

E)onakl the peiscanel mao^er 
Mio invest^ed the harass- 
ment claims, told the tribunal. 

He said be had rejsaed 
claims tfaai ihe woman w-as fo- 


menting (fiscootent a^insl her 
boss and said it nns ooN “ha- 
man nature" for workm^es to 
discuss her accusations. He said 
be believed that there was a case 
to answer. 

The teenager feh too em- 
barrassed to speak officially of 
her ordeal Mr McDmald sud, 
until foe was dismissed for 
‘’budgetary reasons". 

The tdbu!^ later beard how 
Mr Jennings's new wife, Katri- 
na, bad written to foe dhi- 
sicHi’s general manager say^ 
foe couple were ei^enen^g 
difficulties, and acrosing foe 
trainee of fabrication. 

The tribunal vas also told 
that Mr Jennings joked pifoli^ 
about a female s^e manager's 
failure to dinch two deals, par- 
odying the phrase used in foe 
ofte for &fiare to dindi a deal 


- a blow onl - as a “blow job” 
saymg the woman had had “two 
Uw j(^ in one ni^t". He also 
openfy criticised her decision to 
move in with a coBeague. 

In another inddent, he told 
the woman, who had been 
meabii^ to a prospective job ap- 
plicant: “You were almost in bra 
with him". Mr Sutton told foe 
trib unal t^t foe remarks hu- 
miliated her. “She was being 
made out to be a tart," he said. 

Robin Ibyior. regional man- 
ager of Prudential's central re- 
gion who ov'ersaw foe final 
stages of foe disciplinary pro- 
ceedings, said be rejected Mr 
Jennings's claim foat foe three 
women bad hatched a plot to 
secure his downfall and the 
premise that his sexual innu- 
endoes were npicaL 

The hearing resumes tod^. 



Small wonder brings you big, lifelike sound. 


latFodndng die Bosd° Wave^ radio for room- 
fillrng sound diroughout your home. 

When was the last time you enjoyed the discmcc 
sound of orchestral strings in your kitchen? Oc in the 
study? The new Bose Whve radio makes it possiUe 
any time. 

Ir^ attractive and loaded with features. But the 
true beauty of this small wonder is the sound... it's 
bi^ei; richer and more lifelike than you ever thought 
a radio could be. Measuring just 4.5" high x 14” wide 
X 8” deep, the \K^ve radio is small enough to fit in any 
room in your home. And with Bose^ patented 
Acoustic Waveguide'’ spieaker technology it fills any 
room with surprisin^y dear; lifelike sound. 

The critics ^proved. 

The Sttx^iean called it “a dramatic improv*emenr 
in sound quality" and according to The Sunday Times 
“The Wave radio is a great leap forward." We think 
you’ll be equally impressed. The Bose VC^ve radio is 
designed both for great sound and for convenience. 
There is a credit card-sized remote control, pre-set but- 


tons for your favrourite AM/FM stations, dual alarms 
and many other features. You can even connect it to a 
CD player or TV to enjoy any music vx>u like. 

Audition the Bose Wave radio in your home. 

The Wave radio is only available direa from 
Bose. For a free information pack, simply call the free 
number or send/fax foe coupon below. Or to audition 
the Wave radio in your home for 14 days, satisfaction 
guaranteed, cal l= 

0800 614 293 . 

When CdllinB, plra»e quote the reference number 2371. 

I — “ 1 

Yes, Bose, it sounds good to me. 

Hejsc send me more informaiion jhout the Bose Wjte radio 
and the 14-day. saastacbon-purameed audition. 
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□ Foreign Secretary heads off Labour 
attack over World Service □ MPs back 
Private Bill to restrict tobacco adverts 


Inside 

Pariiament 


M alcolm Rifkmd. the For- 
eign Secretary, yesterday 
bou^t his way out of trouble 
in the Commons over cuts in the 
BBC World Service with an an- 
nouncement that private sector 
money could be used to fund 
running costs. Faced with the 
prospect of a rebellion by lory 
bacimenchers. Mr Rifldnd said 
the Government did not want 
to do anything that would dam- 
the World Service. 
Ececutives of the Foreign 
Office-funded service met at me 
weekend to consider cuts in its 
42 language broadcasts in order 
to accommodate cuts of £4 Jm 
in its 1997-98 operating costs - 
down to £132m - and a £22m 
cut in capital spending over the 
three years 19^99. 

Opening the debate, Robin 
Cook, shadow Foreign Secre- 
te, descnbed the tf^ld Ser- 
vice as a “beacon of freedom" 
and said cuts would da«nag c 
Britain’s diplomatic influence 
and trade. But, following Mr 
Rjfkind's concession, the 
Labour motion expressing 
alarm, at the “Ukefy reliction" 
in the range of fore^ language 
broadcasts was rejected by 310 
to 291. 


Speaking after the vote Mr 
Cook said he was pleased the 
Government had changed its 
mind and decided to be more 
flexible over funding. “This 
would have been a shodrfy 
to have treated one of this 
country’s greatest assets." 

Emm Nicholson, in her first 
speech from the Liberal De- 
mocrat beaches since quitting 
the Ibiy ranks, said the value of 
the World Service was incalcu- 
lable. “] fear that where dicta- 
tors and oppressors have fhiled, 
our own Treasury book-keqieis, 
aided by weak-willed, blink- 
ered, ostrich-minded ministers, 
will succeed, weakening, or 
eventually silencing altogether, 
a powerful voice for Britain." 

But hfr Rifldnd said the Gov- 
ernment had a duty to discuss 
with die BBC whether their ooDr 
cems were justified and see if 
it could make do with slightly 
reduced resources. '‘We have no 
intentkni of seeing the removal 
of successftil language services,” 
the Rireign Secretary said. An4 
paving the way for his offer to 
Ibiy affics, he said there was ev^ 
idence that “life is going to be 
considerably easier for the 
World Service than th^ fear”. 


Stephen 
TniT’! Goodwin 


Ihe biggest change asked of 
the BBC is to raise private fi- 
nance to replace the £22m cut 
from capital spending - main- 
ly to pay for a new transmitter 
m Oman for the Arabic service 
and requirements at its Bush 
House headquarters. 

“On the evidence that is now 
accumulating it would appear 
that there is scope for around 
£30m of private ftinding," - 
more than meeting the ne^ of 
the capital programme. 

Mr RiOond told MFs that 
both he and the Chief Secretary, 
William W^ldegrave, would 
“look sympathetically" at pro- 
viding the flexibility to allow re- 
sources to be moved into the 
operating account 

While the concession was 
accepted with cautious relief by 
some backbenchers, former 
prime minister Sir Edward 
Heatii remained hostile to the 
introduction of private finance 
into the service, claiming it 
threatened the BBC's reputa- 
tion for independence. 


“Privatisation can go too far. 
This is a sphere vrtiicn ought to 
remain entirely under BBC 
cootzoL” 

Sir Patrick Cormack, Ibty 
MP for South Staffordshire, 
said he did not for one half-sec- 
ond question Mr Riflond's com- 
mitment still less his integrity. 
“But 1 am troubled about the in- 
jection and more the po- 
tential reliance on private 
finance for the BBC 
“It is almost a contradiction 
in terms. There are some things 
which quite rigb tty and propeity 
should be funded the 
public purse " 

M Ps voted by 138 to 39 in 
support of a move to ban 
advertising and sports spon- 
sorship by tobacco companies. 
Tbou^ Simon Hughes's To- 
bacco (Protection of Children 
and Restriction of Promotion) 
Bill has no chance of becoming 
Jaw because of the tight 
timetable for backbench legis- 
lation, its intro^ction was a sig- 
nificant expression of MFs' 
opinion. 

Mr Hughes, Liberal Demo- 
crat MP for Southwark and 
^rmondsey. said he wanted to 
pn^ect young per^le from the 
“iosidious" effects of tobacco 
advertising. It had been banned 
from television and radio and 
it was now time to ban it from 
billboards and ^orts events. 
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Doctors demand new 


On guard: Security staff protesting outside the House of Commons yesterday agsunst plans to privatise the 
Custody Serrdee, wAich protects government and other high-profile buildings in London Photograph: Edward Wsbb 

Rif kind promises to keep 
‘beacon of freedom’ alight 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Doctms* leadeis who are due to 
meet ministets tomorrow to 
dem^ better security in su^- 
eries are also presang police 

chiefe to agree that they should 

be allowed to examme violent 
pa tien ts in police stations in- 
stead of on practice premises. 

Doctors are worried about 
the threat of attacks both from 
mentaiiy ill patients who have 
been released into the com- 
TTinni fy and from drug addicts. 

The British Medical Associ- 
ation will put pressure on 
Stephen Dorrdl, Secretaiy of 
State for Healti^ at a meeting 
tomotiow, az^ning that fan^ 
doctors are m the front line 
in dealing with potentially 
dangerous patients. 

The BMA e not pressing for 
guards to be aii^xnnted to aU GP 
sui^ries but it has aslred the 
Gowntmenf to consider creat- 
ing h^-securhy surgeries 
protection for doctois where se- 
lected patients could be treated. 

Offioais at the Department of 
Health are considering the 
BMAs proposals as ministers 
prepare to face renewed criti- 
cism over tile release of ment^ 
ill patients into the community'. 

Mr DorreD, who is meeting 
the BMA to dfreuss the rene- 
^tiation of their contract will 
announce details shortty of a 
new patients’ charter for the 
mentally ill. It will gjve pa- 
tients spedSc rights to ireat- 



June ld93 Dr Gerald Flack, 
a Kent GP shot by a former 
patient 


meat in the community, and 1^ 
duties on health aothorities to 
provide the services. 

Mr Donell nndertined his 
concern in a review of the Na- 
lioaai Heafth Service in a qaeech 

last week at Manchester Bua- 
ness School “A modem mental 
health service needs to provide 
a spectrum of care, includxi^ 
ac yig fao^ital space, as well as 
riieltered snpport, community 
mental health teams and Eadl- 
Tties to deal with crisis care. 

'‘When those services are aD 
properly provided, and the links 
with so^ senioes aQ work ptop- 
eriv. we de&er a h^h-quality ser- 
vid^ Sul there are too mam* 


October 1994 Dr Don 
Mackey, an Airdrie GR fatally 
stabbed in his surgery 


esamides of breakdown and too 
many areas where some pari of 

the j igM w is missing" he said. 
In highli^ring “vaiiatiMS" in 


Dec^nber 
Inwalde. London GfS 
^ a patient . 


Mr ZTorrell said the puUicliad 
been led to believe that it was 
the Government's policy to 
close all acute mentaiiy h^th 
fladlitiesand treat allpatiaits in. 
the community, but “that is not 
and never has been an acoiiate 
description of our poticy”. 

.A cemiprefaeosive care plan 
for dealing with p^n^tne pa- 
tients in the community Aould 
have been in place tty the end 
of last month. But reports sug- 
gested that in some cas« cav- 


er for sudb patienfewas mBsmg. 
Mr DoireU has admit^^tiiat- 
therearenowaaajesofiiqxKts. 
jpdugi^na fifTiwlanro tt ds from 
bbdie5-ffidt;as;tiie'Ai^ Ccan- 
mis^m local bees, ctf tzag- 

KincidealsIinOilv^ meotaltym 
.patients Nifikh;' show quite 
deBtifihatfihtiiin’.uiBeidwb^ 
isiieraed to detiver^od men- 
tal health sezvices across tiie 
coimtiy as avrhde". 

He said there needed to .be 
a continumg focus (» prdvxfit^ 
the frffi lai^ of care, including . 
in-patient care and lob|eir4erm 
professional staff provirion for 
those with the most presring 
oMds. 


‘Gridlock’ in secure beds 
adds to crisis on wards 


NICHOLAS 'HMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Health managers claim that 
“gridloclf in the secure beds 
designed to take the most dis- 
nubra and potentially violent 
offenders has centrfouted to the 
dangerous pressures on acute 
ptyTCbiatric wards. 

It is one of six fectois that 
have led to what the Mental 
Health Act ComzzussioD has 
called a “crisis'* in mental health 
services which it says has wors- 
ened over the past two years. 

The diveision of mentalK' ill 
offenders from prison to hos- 
pitals has led to the three tiers 
of locked wards - medium se- 
cure, and regional secure units, 
and the special hospitals such 
as Broadmoor - “sflting up", in- 
creasi^ the difficulty of ex- 
changing patients between 
them. 


At one end of the ty*stein, ap- 
proaching a qu^er of Broadr 
moor's 450 patients could be 
discharged to a less secure en- 
vinmment if space was available, 
Liz Hlli dinical unit manager 
at the special hospital says. 

At the other end, orffinaiy 
acute wards are having to han- 
dle growing numbers of seri- 
ously disturbed patients 
because they cannot be moved 
up to more secure accommo- 
dation. More medium secure 
beds are being built - numbers 
are due to rise from about 700 
to 1,000 by March and 1,200 
by December in a £4Sm 
programme. 

But both the Mental Health 
Act Commissioo and the Roy- 
al College of Ptychiatrists fear 
that few of the places will be 
avaflable to support local ser- 
vices. The total still stands well 
below the 2,000 places that the 


Butler rejxiit calculated were 
needed Other fee- 

tors in the crisis, according to 
tlte commission, which acts as 
a watchdog f^or patients de- 
tained under the Mental Heahh 
Act, indude: 

Of An underestimate of how 
many beds were needed to al- 
low for the occasional relapses 
that people disdbaiged tom 
long-term care suffer, 

■ Discoveiy of previously ns- 
detected cases tty new commu- 
nity teams: 

■’foo few 24-hour nursed beds 
outside hospital for patients 
who cannot cope on their own; 

■ Homelessness, and 

■ Premature disdfeige in order 
to free beds which produces “re- 
volving door” admissions, 
where patients suffer early 
retom to h^ital. 

The result is a more dis- 
turbed mix of patients onwards 


where growing numbers are 
formally detained. The com- 
mission highl^ted the case of 
a martial arts esqiert who be*, 
came highly dishirbed on an 
ordinary p^tfriatric wsfrcL He 
was put into seclusion but 
smashed tiie door. He was ohty 
restrained when the poHce ap-' 
rived. No secure could be 
fouDdfrn'fatoforawreek.dor- 
ii% wfaidi time he had to be kf^ 
heavity sedated and banicaded . 
mtothesedus«m.xoom.-rtreat> 
ment the staff and commissar 
^reed was “mhumane". " ' 
The commisson says that 
vriifle maity ipi^'^tity- Mtidots - 
have suocttsflilty timk&iFed fo 
Carein the Comnsunityi “there 
remains a core of patients izn- 
able to make the tranrition and 
fbrwhom community C 9 ie is ar- 
^abty the least preened oj^. 
tion. This reality can.be. lost m. 
the pr^suie for dtange". - 


Asylum rules 
face Lords 
challenge 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

A key test of Labour’s attitude 
to the Government's drive to 
curb the number of asylum 
seekers is looming in a House 
of Lords vote on the with- 
drawal of welfere bracts frt^ 
applicants awaiting appeals. 

WhUe Labour has put down 
a “prayer^ deploring regula- 
tions set to bring in the ctmnge 
lty5 Fdvnaty,byoomvntion 
position peeis do not seek to vote 
down legislation in its entirety. 

But (he Liberal IJeniocrat 
health and social security 
spokesman, Earl Russell, has 
railed on Labour to vote for a 
motion that he has tabM which 
does not (^Jpose the regulations 
as such, but uiges that follow- 
ing ibeir implementation the 
Government should “ensure 
that atylumseekeispuzsuiag^ 
peals have visible legal means 
of support pending the conclu- 
sion or their appe^". 

A vote in f^our of the mo- 
tion Hfren the regulatzonscoine 
before the House on 30 Janu- 
aiy would be embforassing for 
the Goveroment but could also 
have important practical rami- 
fications, because U would show 
there was insufficient polhica] 
baddng to pursue the ^lition 
of a fallback source of help un- 
der the 1989 Children Act. 

Hie Act puts a duty on local 
oouDcfls to provide support and 
acconunodatkm for chutton in 
need in their areas. 

A combination of Labour 
and Liberal Democrat suKKirL, 
plus expected backing from 
some Ibry rebels and most of 


the bishops, could ensure the 
vote is won, Liberal Democrat 
strategists argued yesterday. 

A Labour Lords source said 
the party felt “vety strongty 
about these regul^ons, hence 
our prayer" - but it was still re- 
flecting on whether to whip its 
peers to vote for the motion. 

The Labour front bench is 
nervous because of threats from 
the Conservatives that if Labour 
voted down government legis- 
lation tb^ would e^olt their 
meater numbers to the full in 
Opporition. But some critics al- 
le^ that the party might be 
tempted to drag its feet because 
the aqrlum seekers' cause is not 
popular with the electorate. 

Tile Liberal Democrats 
pointed out that Labour bad 
been fa^py to support use of 
tile motion procedure on 5 D& 
cember when the Goveniznent 
was defeated over probation of- 
ficecs* training. On that ocrasioa 
peers voted tty 108 to 85 for 
hi^er levels of training than 



those put forward by Miriiael 
Howard, the Home Scmtaiy. 

Lord Russell said yesterds^ 
“1 don't believe in using star- 
vation as an instrument m pol- 
kty, and I cannot see any le^ 
way these people can get 
enou^ to eat" 

The bishops, led tty the Bish- 
op of Ripon, are expect to 
pve stro^ support to the mo- 
tion, along with Ibiy peeis such 
as Baroness Flaiher, who led a 
modest revolt on the 1993 Asy- 
lum Bill. Opponents of the reg- 
ulations fear that unless l^lwur 
instructs its peers to attend, 
many will have left the House 
before the vote is taken. 
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a fentasy flight from reality 



Sky»s the limH: The simulated effect of flying a Eurofighter 2000C, the next generation of fighter jets 


WILL BENNETT 

In the sides over an unideotified 
nation yesterday. Fit Lt Sandy 
Gordon, of the RAF, and Lt 
Kevin S^rmour, of the Reet Air 
Arm, fbugbt a fierce aerial bat- 
tle, each twisting and turning to 
avoid bemg shot down. 

The honour of the Royal 
Navy was nairowiy maintained 
by Ll Seymour who shot down 
Rt Ll Grordon seconds before 
his own filter was reduced to 
scrap metal by a missile. 

In realiQr, Rt Lt Gordon, who 
8ew Tbmado n filters during 
the Gulf war, and Lt Seymour, 
who spent two years patrolling 


Bosnia in Hairier jump-jets, 
were tafcrng part in the launch 
of a new computer game. 

But the fact they were there 
illustrates how the boundaries 
between fanta^ and reality in 
the computer world are be- 
coming blurred, with combat 
simulators bridging the two. 

The two fighter pUots were 
playing a CD-ROM game that 
simulates ftying the Birofighter 
2000, the next generation 
of fighter being jointly pro- 
duced by Brittun, Gennai^, 
Italy an'd Spain. Ironically, 
the game is available six years 
before the plane is due to be in 
service. 


But Digital Image Design 
(DID), designers of the Euro- 
flghter game TFX:EK000, 
have also produced Sigma, a 
cockpit tr aining simulator for 
the Minis try of Defence al- 
ready in use at RAF bases. The 

company, based in Whiring- 
ton, Lan^b^, was asked to 
design Sigma after an earlier 
fighter simulator computer 
game became a best-seller. 

When DID started work on 
TFX£F2000 it was given access 
to declassified information by 
British Aero^tace, the UK con- 
tractors for Eurofight^. who 
also sent representatives to 
yesterday’s launch. 


While researching the game, 
DID made contacts in the RAF 
that culminated in the compa- 
ny landing a contract for a 
l^er-guided weapons simulator, 
for pilots to practise precision 
bombing. The company is now 
iovtri^ m projects for ail three 
armed services. 

No computer ^aipc can imi- 
tate exactly what it is like to be 
a fighter pilot. But some tactics 
are as effective in fenta^ as in 
real life. LX Seymour scored his 
winning hh by hirkmg above Rt 
Lt Gordon's airfield, waitii^ for 
him to take off. The Americans 
used the same tactics against ihe 
Iraqis in the Gulf war. 


Train death 
prompts call 
for new fire 
escape drill 

CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport correspondent 

^ British Rail has been asked to 
lmpro\'e emergency procedures 
on all its trains following criti- 
cisms in a report into a fire on 
hoard a train in Maidenhead. 

Berkshire, last year. 

One man died in the incident 
on 8 September, when he 
jumped out of the train into the 
path of an oncoming train, af- 
ter fire broke out on the high- 
speed train travelling firore 
Paddington to Swansea. 

Mike Holmes, the insp^or 
who investigated the accident 
for the Health and Safety Ex- 
ecutive. found that the cause of 
the fire was that a diesel tank 
fell 0^1 he front engine and the 
spill fuel resulted in a sev'ere fire 
which affected two coaches but 
fortunately, accordii^ to Mr 
Holmes, "tiid not spread on to 
seating". 

As a result of faulty mainte- 
nance. the bolls holding the tank 
hud fallen off or beared and 
when all other similar trains 
were inspected a “small 
number of bolt deficiencies*' 
were found, bui “none posed a 
danger". 

Mr Holmes's report says that 
there should be “improved in- 
structions and procedures” for 
the fitting of foel-tank securing 
bolts and that changes in the 
wuv t-nnks are held on to engjnes 
should be considered. 

HLiwcver, the main focus of 
his 10 recommendations is on 
the way that emergencies are 
dealt with by train crew. 

The passenger who died, Ian 
' Jones, a civfl servant, was killed 
in the ensuing panic which was 
made worse by the difficulties 
of communication between 
train staff and pa^ngers. 

•T There were criticisms from 
some passengers that the crew 
Hi had been too bu^ identifying 
the cause of the fire to com- 
V municate instructions to pas- 
'k- sengers. One passenger later 


DAILY POEM 


Innocence: 1945 

By Adrienne Rich 

"The beautv of it was the guilL 
I It entered us. quick jch/uippr. 
forked longue of ice. The ^flt 
made us foel innocent again. 

We had done nothing whQe some 
extreme measures were taken. "We drifted. In the 
Snow Queen's buee ballroom had dreamed 
of the whole world and a new pair of skates. 

But we had suffered too. 

The miracle was: felt 
nothing. Felt we had done 
nothing. Nothing to do. Felt free. 

.And we had suffered, too. 

It was that freedom we craved, 
cold needle in the bloocfytreani. 

Guilt ^er all was a feeling.” 

.Adrienne Rich, one of America's most re^>ected poets^'te 
bom in Baltimore. Maiyland, in 1929 and was educated aij^ 
diffc College. She h^ published 16 volumes of poeiiy and four 
prose works, the most recenL from which this poem is taken, 
being fttt* Fit'Ids oftheHepubHa Pbems J991-1995 iNonon. j 
£ 7.50 ). Her staunch support of the i^ts of the mdniduaL across j 
racial and political dhidcs, and her ^Qity to peer into the chm | 
en^’cndered when these rights are ignored, has caused NaoiM | 

Gordimer to describe her as -The Blake of Amencanlenas . j j 
I Dark Fu'Ids of ihi‘ Republic by Adiieiac Rich is ^ marble j j 

j on auJiocaseltc. read by the author, at a combined price of j f 
£IS.95 for hardback and ca.ssene (Norton). { f 


wrote to the Independent saying 
other deaths had only been 
narrowly avoided. 

Tbrence Cudbird said; “A 
passenger in front of me half 
opened the carriage door on the 
'wrong side' but was persuaded 
not to jump. Seconds later the 
egress from Bristol came by at 
high speed.” 

Mr Cudbird asked: “Do 
the rail companies have an 
evacuation poliw at all?” 

In fact Mr Holmes cleaify* 
states that the emergeucy pro* 
cedures are inadequate and 
recommends review of 
emergency equipment and 
detraining' faculties provided 
for passengers should be 
undertaken". 

He adds that procedures 
concerned with “the control of 
passengers in eraeigency situ- 
ations" should be reviewed. 

One specific problem was 
that the staff can. at present 
only communicate with all pas- 
sengers through loudspewer 
^lems from a very limited 
□umber of locations and in an 
emergency it may be necessary 
to oommunicaie quiddy with die 
passengers. Mr Holmes has 
recommended that the use of ! 
pre-recorded or antomatic 
announcements should be 
considered. 

Mr Holmes also said the 
role, effectiveness and aooesa- 
bOity of hammers should be re- 
assessed, as should be the 
accessibility of door handles and 
the use of sgns and instructions. 
At present British Rail is the 
sole train operator, althou^ 
private companies are due to 
take over the Paddington Inter- 
City services next month. 

■ An electrical short-circuii 
was blamed for a fire on board 
the 535am Bristol to London 
ImeiClfy train yesterday. The 
blaze was put out by automat- 
ic fire exin^uisheis. Ihere were 
no injuries and passengers were 
taken back to Bnstol to continue 
their journey on another train. 



•PLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT. 

A NEW ROVER 100 KENSINGTON. 

FROM £ 19 * A MONTH WITH FREE INSURANCEr 
IT’S GOT TO BE WORTH A SECOND LOOK. 
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What's this? 

It rather looks like a young policeman's fancy is turning 
towards a new Rover 100 ICensington. 

And what does he find? 

Luxury wheel trims, tinted glass, stereo radio/casserte, 
5-speed box and if we’re not much mistaken, a rather 
fashionable V^dsor interior trim. 

But as it comes with a year's fiee 
insurance,^an engine immobiliser and 
a remote controlled alarm, she won't 
be needing us for an escort. 

Also to be seen around town 
is the Kensington S.E., with tinted 
sunroof and remote central locking 
into the bargain. 

They’re both available in pearlescent Nighcfire Red and 
White Diamond. Or in thig case, metallic Kingfisher Blue. 

Matches her eyes. 

The figure's quite attractive too. 

It starts at just £79* a month. 

Sigh ... I think Tm in love. 
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jfi the dock: Need for reform highlighted as two-thirds of clients unhappy with redress prtrcedure 

Complaints — 

to solicitors 

hit ‘wair 

of red tape 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

People who complain about 
poor work by solicitors face a 
wall of delays, unhelpftilness 
and bureaiuTacy, a surv^ by the 
Law ^dety reveals today. 

Soliatois themselv^ often ig- 
nore grievances completely, 
and the Solicitors' Complaints 
Bureau, the next stage for 
complainants, left most clients 
unhappy. 

The damning findings come 
from written responses in a 
survey of more than 1,000 peo- 
ple who have tried to seek re- 
dress. Iwo-thirds of those whose 

cases had been settled through 
the bureau said they were ‘Sreiy 
dissatisfied” at the outcome. Of 
those «4)ose complaints had 
been referred back to solicitors 
themselves to handle, more 
than half were “fairi/’ or “very’’ 
dissatisfied. 

Few thought the bureau was 
independent - most beUeved it 
was on the side of solidtors. 

The profession is already 
committed to reforming com- 
plaints handling, partly because 
of the cost of proces^g more 
than 20,000 cases each year, 
which solicitors have to fiind. 
The sodety is due to publish 
proposals for a new synem in 
the spring, which would change 
the name of the bureau to the 
Supervisory Agency for ^lid- 
tors, and would expect solidtors 
to deal uitb complaints more 
effectively within the firm. 

The head of the bureau, 
Veronica Lowe, has resigned in 
anticipalion of the reforms with 
an £SU,000 pay-off. She has 
not yet been replaced. 

The biggest number of com- 
plaints against solidtors were for 
excessive delay, followed by 
not responding to calls, in- 
structions not bein^ foUowecL 
excessh e bills, not being warned 
about the cost in advance, and 
money or documents being 
kepi loo long. 

Many solidtors were so re- 


luctant to settle grievances that 
in two-thirdS of cases com- 
plmnants did not know their so- 
licitors^ had . an internal 
complaints piocedure until they 
took the case to the bureau. 

of those who complained 
smd their solidtor took no no- 
tice, or made no attempt to in- 
vestigate or answer their 
grievance. 

When complainants readied 
the bureau, their mdn oamment 
was on further delays anH 
inattention they encountered. 
TWo-thirds were not told how 
long their case would take. 

When asked about the out- 
come of their complaints to the 
bureau, a quarter had been 
told the case could not be tak- 
en further, and another quarter 
did not kziow if the case was sdU 
being bandied or noL 

In a statement accompanying 
the report, the Law Sode^ 
president, Martin Mears, said: 
“The survey makes a positive 
contribution towards practical 
refora of the btneau. It em- 
phasises also the need for all so- 
lidtors to take their clients' 
complaints seriously.’' 

Yesterday’s report was wel- 
comed ty long-term critics of 
the ptofe^on’s compdaints han- 
dling. Michael Barnes, the Le- 
^ Services Ombudsman who 
is the arbiter in 10 per cent of 
the cases which go to the bu- 
reau, said he had been urging 
the Law Sode^ to cany out a 
survey for years. The picture 
produced was bleak, be said. 
The procedures were too cum- 
bersome and stronger enforce- 
ment powers were needed. 

RuUi Evans, director of the 
National Consumer Council, 
said the results confirmed their 
analysis of the failings of the 
bureau in December 1994. 
She said: "Until solicitors 
take more responsibUitv for 
dealing with complaints them- 
selves. it will be impossible for 
the bureau to preside an ade- 
quate service for the most 
difficult cases.” 



Case work: Sally Anne Morrison and her father Alec, who turned to the Ombudsman after dissatisfaction with the SCB Phoh>graph: Rob Stratton 

SCB ‘stonewalled’ over lost file claim 


PETER VICTOR 

Sally .Anne Morrison's com- 
plaint to the Solidtors' Com- 
plainis Bureau should have 
been simple to deal i^ilh. But six 
years, thousands of pounds and 
hundreds of pages of corre- 
spondence later.'she fights on. 

Ms Morrison. 33. from 
Llanelli, Cl}'wd, took a former 
tenant to court in I9S9 for the 
unpaid rent and damage to her 
i»»bedroomed flat. But before 
the case could be heard, she 
sax's, her solicitor misplaced 
her file, ^lisi he said he'd giv- 


eo it back to me, then he said 
he'd given it to the courL” she 
said. “Then he changed his 
mind again and said be didn't 
knov^' where it was.” 

Her case collapsed and she 
xx'as left to find about £5:000 for 
repairs and mortgage arrears. 
She worked at two jobs and 
eventually started a small taxi 
business. 

“For the money and trouble 
■il cost the it would hatr'e been 
cheaper to let him k^' .ihe 
flaL,” shesaid ruefully. 


After trying to get her file 
back without success, Ms Mor- 
rison sou^t redress through the 
SCB in February 1993. Her fa- 
ther Alec, a retired business- 
man. took up the cudgels on her 
behalf n^'en she could not find 
the time. _ 

The SC'B wrote back initial- 
ly saying she had no ^unds for 
complaint as the sejidtor had 
returned the files. The Mor- 
dsons persisted; 

He solidtor then said he had 
passed the files4o a court clerk. 
MrMorrisOh went to the court 
and was told by the clerks that 


they never had the file. “Month 
afier month went by," Mr Mor- 
rison said. “They [the SCB] did 
cvetything they could to defend 
that solidtor. Then they wrote 
to us saying if he has lost the 
case notes, then be has lost 
them. 

“They stonewalled and 
stonewalled and then finally in 
November 1994 the SCB gave 
us leave to appeal. The Mor- 
risons, by this time thoroughly 
di^sted with the SCB. took 
ibeV case to the legal ombuds- 
man in Deccihber 1994. 

‘Ftnjdly, after five years bf 


struggle with the SCB. the le- 
gal ombudsman confirmed last 
February that it would be in- 
vestigatmg the Morrisons' case 
against the solidtor. 

“The SCB are a solidtors' 
protection bureau in my opin- 
ion." Mr Morrison said. “There 
has IQ be a complete change to 
this complaints with 

someboi^ totally independeni 
in charge'. It takn the average 
person 56 days' work to earn 
enough to pay a solicitor for one 
day's worlL No wonder most 
people are reluctant to fight 
them.” 


Student 
drop-out 
rate up 
by 10% 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

The number of students drop- 
ping out of university rose 
10 per cent last year, while the 
number of those leaving after 
failing their exams rose by 20 
per cent, according to a survey 
pubUsbed yesterday. 

Universities said the main 
reason for dropping out con- 
tinued to be finandal hard- 
ship. They denied that the 
figures meant that the standard 
^imiversty entrants was falling 
because of the rapid expansion 
in student numbers. 

Abwt 32,000 (60 per cent) of 
the ^(XiO students!^ left ear- 
ly did so for non-academic rea- 
sons, an increase of 5 per cent 
on the previous year (1993- 
94). 

A spokesman for the Com- 
mittee of Vice-Chancellors and 
^indpals, said that universities 
did not think more students 
were being admitted who could 
not cope with the courses. 
“We t hink there are still 
of people who could 
nefit from university courses 
but who don't at the moment.” 

Reasons for dropping out 
were difficult to disentai^e, he 
said. “Rnancial hardship and 
academic failure are often con- 
nected. Students fail their 
courses for economic reasons.” 

They may be working their 
way through university and 
spending too much time doing 
a part-time Job and not enough 
in the library. 

Forty per cent of those who 
dropped out were mature stu- 
dents, aged 21 or more. 

The overall drop-out rate 
appears to be levelling off. A 
survey two years a^ showed the 
number of students leaving ear- 
ly had risen 30 per cent. 

Around three-quarters of 
universities responded to the 
survey which snows that one- 
third of all students did not re- 
ceive their grant cheque in time 
for the start of the 19^95 year. 
H Ministers are considering 
setting up a database to 
combat student fniud. Eric 
Forth, the schools minister, yes- 
terday invited tenders for a 
feasit^t^' situ^ into the plan, es- 
timating that r^lions of pounds 
had been lost in fraudulent 
grants. 


plenty 

benefit 


Inquiry into abuse claims at 
church-run residential home 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Sccftland Correspondent 

.An invesugaiion has begun into 
allegations of sexual abuse and 
fraud at a publicly funded res- 
idential home for mentally 
handicapped people run by 
evangelical Christians. 

Former patients at the 
Humble Village Centre, near 
Edinburgh, wmch was run by 
the prh'aTe Algrade Ihist. claim 
that they were forced to live in 
degrading conditions. One for- 
mer resident has alleged that a 
senior care worker sexually 
abused him and seven others 
they were physically assaulted. 

Lothian and Borders Police 
confiraed yester^y that they 
were investigating the allega- 
tions. Detectives are also ex- 
amining c laims of fraud against 
the .AJ^adc IhisL Senior offi- 
cials, including the trust’s di- 
rector, Bct^ have been 
accused of forcing up to 32 pa- 
tients to draw up wills leaving 
all their possessions to trustees. 

Lothian Regional Council 
and Scottish Charities’ Office in- 
spectors arc also examining sep- 
arate claims that Miss 
used Humbie's social security 



In a state: Humble where patients dahn tii^ were abused 


budget to bt^ a string of prop- 
erties worth up to £lm. Humbie 
received £400,000 a year firom 
the Department of Social 
Security to care for patients. 

The allegations, m a BBC 
Scotiand documentary to be 
screened tomoTrow'. have 
pitn^ed calls fa- a govemnieiit 
inquiry. John Home Robertson, 
the Labour MP for East Lotfa- 
ian. said yesterday be was “dis- 
mayed and angry at the failure 
of central government agen- 
cies" to deal with problems at 
the centre which were identified 
Dp to 10 years ago. “This is a 


scandal. Evidence has come to 
fight that patients haxe suffered 
from fraud exploitation and 
abuse. 'We must find ont what 
went wrong and esiablish wax's 
to make sure this sort of thing 
catmot happen agaiiL” he smd. 

Humbie, which caters for up 
to 40 childrea and adults with 
learning difficulties, was set up 
23 years ago by the Algrade 
Ih^ After ti^ees ignored 
warnings from Lothim Re- 
^onal Council to im prove con- 
ditkxis at the home, councillors 
laundied an inquiry in 1994. In- 
^>ectors fonnd that buildings 


had no central beating, bath- 
rooms were ffithy and residents 
were forced to eat tinned horse 
meat from surplus European 
Union stocks. 

Shocked bx' the findings, so- 
dal services chiefs forced the 
Algrade trustees to resign. The 
Church of Scotland took over 
the residential care home last 
s umm er and kirk officials, who 
say they believe patients* alle- 
gations of abuse, moved resi- 
dents into new accommodation. 

Ivan I^'ddleton, ^kesman 
for the council's soc^ services 
department, said that the 
patients were were now learo- 
ia% domesticskfils as a stepping- 
stone to moxing back into the 
community. 

The mother of one of the pa- 
tients who claims he was as- 
saulted yesterday angrily 
attacked Miss Jeanette 

MacCoimachie, whi^ son Stu- 
art says a senior care worker 
punched him, said: “I’ll never 
forgive her for w^at she has 
done, because she said she 
would look after him and she 
didn’t I hope she rots in hell." 

Miss ^ugh. who now runs 
a cafe near ILi^ie, h^ reftised 
to comment on the scandal. 
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Children in care ‘denied basic rights’ 


GLENDA COOPER 

Children in resident care 
have been denied “basic human 
rights" and have had their al- 
legations of abuse disfnissed, 
cording to a leading children's 
charity. A report & Who Are 
We Meant To Trust Now? - Rt- 
spwuiing to Abuse in Care, for 
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the National SodeW fix the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Q^dren, 
rontflins detailed case histories 
of residents’ experiences of liv^ 
log in care ranging from sexu- 
al, phyrical and em^ional abuse 
to bullring both by staff and 
fellow Aments. 

The young people talk about 
staff gunorng up on them, being 
denied basic rights such as pri- 
vacy, being discriminated 
agai^ unfairK’ and fireiings of 
abuse by the n'stem itself. 

Children report^ that edu- 
catkm xxas withdrawn as a form 
of punishment male staff 
watched young women bathe 
and use the lavaioiy. Sanitary' 
protection was also withdrawn 

as punishment and young 
women's periods were drecked 
and logg^ in a “period boctir" . 

(Hfldrea alsorepcmed hav- 
ing to wear non-ideniificd oon- 
irn tnal clothing or having to 
work up enou^ good behaviour 


“points" before they could wear 
thrown dotbss. They were not 
told their rights or ^owed to 
sit in on meetings to discuss 
their welfare. WTien they 
made complaints they often 
felt they were exdudsd from the 
investi^rion procedure. 

\lcln'. who was beaten np, 
shown pornographic material 
and gjx'CD alcohol to make her 
sleep, said that the inxest^tion 
into her comploims was mini - 
maL "My case was investigated 
by a male soda! services man- 
ager who was a friend of the 
workers who had abused me. f 
had an 'imerxiiew' with the 
manag:^ which amounted to no 
more than a chat m the grounds 
of the home. He never thought 
that it was a serious matter or 
that I needed some prriaa'.” 
Marie, who was stsnafiy and 
plnskafiy abused by workm at 
her home, agreed. 'She said: “I 
got CO inibrmatios or explaca- 


tion about the inx^estigation... 
The imerxiewstvere difficult. 1 
had to pass on sensitive infor- 
mation to people I didn’t real- 
ly trusL Nobody ever said: T 
Kfiexe you're leUing the truth*." 

The NSPCC's key recom- 
mendations include: providing 
more infonnation and consult- 
ing with yauDg people when in 
care, ensuring prh’acy. improv- 
ing the investigation proce- 
dtm. developing independent 
support and setting up a be- 
friending nstem. It is also call- 
ing for st^ who are under 
investigation to be suspended. 

Carol Dey. manager of 
NSPCC child'proiection team 
and organiser of the research 
caid; "Tbung people need to be 
listened to. they need to be be- 
lievecL .And ihi^' need the sup- 
port of the care sx-stem if they 
find themsehes in thissiiuaiions 
rather than being treated as the 
guilri' ones." 
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Hostage crisis: Liberals seek no-confidence vote and privatisation minister resigns as Ru ssian 

Duma attacks 
Ifeltsin over 

rescue fiasco 


onslaught on rebels continues 


HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 

Communists and liberal re- 
formers alike heaped criticism 
on Preadent Boris Yeltan yes- 
terday for his handling of Rus- 
sia's latest hostage crisis when 
the newty^lected State Duma 
met for the first time. 

Und erlining preSSUre OH 

Mr Yeltsin, his hi^-proQe pri- 
vatisation chief, Anatoly 
Chubais, yesterday resigned, 
putting a question-mark over 
the fiiture of economic policy. 

Comments ficom the Com- 
munist leader, Gennady 
Zyuganov, (bat it would be bet- 
ter if Mr Yeltan ixst stand Sor 

a second term in June's presi- 
dential election were pre- 
dictable. But the decision by the 
Hberal Yabloko grcxqring to seek 
a vote of no-amfidence m the 
Mvemment over the crisis in 
Fervoma^koye was a blow. 
Prime hlmister Viktor Cber- 
nonq'Fdin’s Our Home is Rus- 
sia bloc was counting on 
ccH^ieratioa from Yabloko to re- 
strain the Communists and na- 
tionalisisin tbenewpariiamenL 

Lookhig further ahead, mai^ 
anal^ts believe Mr Yeltsin 
wouJd c»ily haw a cbanoe of 
winning the presidency a^in if 
the Yabloko leader, Grigoiy 
\hvlink 9 , sacrificed his own 
presidential ambitions and sup- 
ported him against Communist 
and nationalist candidates. But 
yesterday's outburst from 
Yabloko left little hope of that 

While Russian tro^ con- 
tinued to battle with Chechen 
rebels in an afiemm to free 
scores of hostages s^ trapped 
in Peivomayskoye, Yabloto de- 
clared tile Resent Kremlin ad- 
miiiistration incapable. ‘'Yehsin 
and Chetnomyrcm are danger- 
ous for society, both with theur 
action and their lack of a^n," 
it said in a written statement 

With only 43 deputies in the 
45 G-seat Duma, Yabloko is far 
from the majority of 226 votes 
neededtocariyamotionofno- 
confidence. But if the dominant 


Communists, with 158 seats, and 
some nationalists and inde- 
pendents backed the move, the 
government could be in trouble. 

Mr Z^ugai^ did not oommk 

tiiiTMM»lf tr^ an immftdiatf. attack. 

however, saying only he would 
like to see Mr Ydt^ stepping 
down to give fr'esh politicians a 
chance in the electikm. 

''It would be better for Boris 
Yeltsin and the whole counby 
if Boris Yeltsin did not put 
himself forward for another 
term at the pieadential election 
for health reasons,” he said. 



Yeltsin: Faces vote of no 
confidence 

Asked bow the operation to free 
the hostages would aJffect 
Yelt^'s election chances, the 
Communisc leader said: ‘‘I tfaicik 
nothii^ can boost his chances 
because his policies have be- 
come completely bankrupt and 
collapsed." 

Mr Yeltsin, who has on^ just 
returned to work after recov- 
ering from his second heart at- 
tack, has said he will announce 
next month whether he Intends 
to stand. 

In response to the Commu- 
nist victory in December's 
parliamentary elections, he 
iesbufi3ed the cabinet, drc^^ping 
liberals, to make the govera- 
meni team less vulnerable to 
hardline critiosm. Last night Mr 
Yeltsin accepted the resignaixm 
of the liberal First DepuQr 
Prime Minister, Anatoly 
Chubais, which could mean a 


slowing down of the economic 
refoims he oversaw. 

Mr Cbub^ in remarks car- 
ried fay Russian news agencies, 
saud hie felt Mr Yeltsin was un- 
happy with his work, and hoped 
that that situation was not 
po uip tedby^coDcesaonstotfae 
^mmunists'’. His rerignation 
will riqg alarm bells vritb west- 
ern investors. 

More govenuuent heads m^ 
roll over the ddbide in Pervo- 
mayskoye. ^ first the Rusaan 
army most complete the rescue 
operation it launched on Mon- 
day. Underestimating the 
Chechen rebels, Mr Yeltsin 
promis^ the siotmitig would be 
over whh n-imimnm bloodshed 
the same day. Bot yesterday, 
with only 26 of the estimated 
100 hostages released safely, 
crack troops had still to over- 
come the TnifftgHWj beug Icd by 
Salman Raduyev, a warlord 
related \ry marriage to the 
Chechen leader. General 
Dzhokhar Duda^. 

In what would be nmce bad 
news fr>r the Kremlin if it was 
oonfiimed, 30 workers at an 
electrid^-generating plant in 
the CbeciheD capital of Grozi^ 
were feared to have been tak- 
en hosti^ by rebels trying to 
help their comrades in Pervo- 
ma^pye by creating a diver- 
sioo. But ‘Qm news agency said 
another possibilily was that the 
workers, wAo disappeared yes- 
terday morning, had simply 
walked off the job after a row 
with the managemenL 

In Pervomayskoye, on the 
border between Dagestan and 
Chechnya, the hostages were 
emerging in dribs and drabs. 
Some were rescued by Russian 
fonses, others releas^ by the 
gunmen who said tiiey wanted 
them to tell the world the 
“truth'* about how th^ had 
been treated. 

The fate of the remaiinng 
hostages remains unknown. Ac- 
cor^g to the Russian Interi- 
or Ministry, four federal 
soldiers have lost their lives 
whOe 60 rebels have been killed. 



rescued from Chechen rebels at Pervomayskoye yesterday - - Photeffaph: AP 

Spin doctor tangled in own yarii 


PHIL REEVES 

near Pervomayskoye 

One glance at the stod^ and 
slightly bow-legged frame of 
Alejcander Mikhailov as he 
strides around in his khaki fi- 
tigues is evidence enou^ that 
he is no Tim Bell. 

But the chief spin dodor for 
the successor to the KGB is as 
deft of tongue as any of his 
Western counterparts. Id the 
last 48 hours, M^or General 
V fikhafl cw 1 ^ been engaged In 
what may be his tou^est as- 
signment to dale, riissf^inartng 
information for the Federal Se- 
curi^ Services, the agency lead- 
ing the assault on the village of 


Pervomayske^ in the Russian 
republic of Dagestan. 

If you want to know how the 
anz^ is getting on as it tries to 
vdpe out 150 Qiechen rebels bv 
blasting a village with ground- 
to-air missiles and huge ar- 
tillery shells - despite the 
presence of scores of men. 
women andchildrea hostages- 
then he is your man. 

Every hours his burb' 6 ^ 
ure, capped by a black woolK’ 
bat can be seen at the heart of 
a ^ot of journalists in Soviet- 
sko^. the nearly village where 
the internationaJ press is holed 
up. He has been as bu^ as ever 
at his spinning wheel. 

When the onslaught began 


the Russians expected to take 
the vdlage - a scattering of onh' 
250 mud and brick buildings on 
a dead flat landscape - within 
a day. .As the Giechens battled 
on. the general began to choose 
his words carefully. The village 
(populationl. 200 ) was. in fact, 
a gorod - the Russian word for 
cil}\ 

He is unusually comrade^, 
ghen his somewhat sinister 
role, but he also has an ic\' ed^. 
Ask^ I'esterday what Russia 
non* pl^ed. he'roDed hlsgum 
in his jaw and shot back: ''We 
will annihilate the bandits.’* 
Awkward raestions are met 
with a hostile blue-eyed stare. 
Of these there is no shortage. 


He has yet to explain the mys- 
ter\' surrounding his daim on 
Monday as the battle began that 
the Chediecs bad strung up two 
Ministiy of the Interior (Omon) 
police ^ the village centre. 

YesierdrQ' he back-tracked. 
.All the 37 Omon hostages were 
safe and well, he said. The two 
men whose bodies were fauqg up 
may alrea^* have been dead - 
a claim which suggests that the 
Russians now concede that th^ 
may not have been eapressly 
killed as an act of provocation, 
but died in an earher skirmish. 
This removed one of the main 
explanations for the brutal 
Russian assault 

Yesterday General Mikhai- 


lov, 45, had a new story to teD. 
The Chediens had bera firing 
at buOdo^ coQtaining their 
hostages and -even set some 
slructnres alight 
We m^ never know if be is 
telling the troth. He would be 
a lot easier to believe if he had 
not a questionable track record 
in the first few hours of the bat- 
tle. Dtatn^ a leaf from the 
book of his KGB predecessc^ 
he fiatiy deoi^ that a Russian 
tank destroyed by the 
Chechens^ He i&o rebuffed 
suggestions that the village^ 
school had been shelled. Yet we. 
the journalists witnessing this 
chaise, saw both evrats with; 
our own eyes. 
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CHRISTO JOHNSON 

Reuter 

FreetowTi — Captain 'N^entine 
Straser, Sierra Leoae's bead of 
state was overthrown yesterday 
and replaced by his deput>’ and 
armed forces chief. Chptain 
Julhis Maada Bio. 

Sierra Leone, a former 
British colony, is the world's 
poorest country, regularly ap- 
pearing at the bottom of die 
United Nation's annual World 
D^lopment Index. 

State radio said Captain 
Strasser had been removed be- 


cause be attempted to force his 
National Provisional Ruling 
CounciJ to pass decrees en- 
abling him to stay in power. 

Informed d^kunats haw said 
in the past it was Captain Bk) 
rather than raptam Sirasser 
who appeared anxious to re- 
main in power. 

C^lain Siiasser last weekend 
declined an invitation to stand 
as a candidate for the National 
Uniti' Parw. He had insisted 
elections should go ahead next 
month to return the country to 
civilian rule, despite continued 
fighting with rebels. 


The new leadership declared 
a dt^-to-dawn cuzfew and said 
aU mimsteis should rmit to de- 
fence headquarters for consul- 
tatiofis. Tbe announcement was 
made on state radio by the 
oountiy*s director of defence in- 
formation, Lieutenant Colonel 
Karifa Kargbo. 

The announcement said the 
new leadeish^ would be holding 
talks with the national electmm 
commission and traditioDal 
dtiefr about the elections. It said 
Captain Strasser had left the 
country and the new chairman 
would address the nation soon. 


“Any sokhers except those un- 
der qiedal military command 
are- instructed to keep off the. 
street," the announcement said. 

A Freetown resident said 
there were troops on the capi- 
tal's streets but the city was cafoL 
Chptam Strasser, 29, took 
power in a coup in April 1992, 
overthrowing ^ dviliaa gov- 
ernment of Jose^ Momcdi and 
promiriiig to end tiie r^id war. 

Ibe fi^iting haswreckedthe 
country’s mining-based eomo- 
nw and driven mote than.a timd- 
orthe coont^s 4 ffliZljon peo- 
ple from their home& " 
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French troops secure Sarajevo utilities 

Sarajevo - A secret operation by French peace-keeping troops 
»cured gas, water and electricity plants in Sarajevo as a pre- 
cautioo against sabotage during the Muslim-led governnsent’s 
takeover of Serb districts. A French Nato spokesman. Major Heive 
CounneloD, said that the operation bad been carried out early 
yesterday momhtg "to prevent desperate measures by certam [Serb] 
elements”. Reuter 

US hails arrest of Mexican drug baron 

>¥B5lungtoD - Tbe White House said tfaat the arrest by Merico 
of the drag kingpin Juan Garcia Abrego was a ‘*major coup”. Tte 
Sl-year-oid dual citizen of the United Stales and Mexico, who is 
accused of running a S 2 bn (£Ubn) a year drug empire from his 
base in northern MexKO,wBscaugbt on Sunday and flown to Hous- 
ton the next day to face drug charges that could lead to life in 
prison. Reuter 

Bahrain risks arresting turbulent cleric 

Manama - police detained Sbeikb Abdul Ameer aJ-Jam- 

ri. a leading Sbia Muslim opposition cleric, a move tfaat could 
heighten political tension in this small central Gulf island state. 
Last weeKcnd the authorities summoned Sheik Janui and seven 
assodatss and warned them against indting demonstrations dur- 
ing religious sermons. AP 

Liberian militia defies peace-keepers 

Monroria - UUmo-J, tbe ntiUtia force at the centre of the latest 
fighting in Liberia, said it would not band over its weapons to 
African peace-keepejs under a plan to end six yearn of cavil war 
is the country. Reuter 

Baroness denies being anti-Muslim 

Kbartoom - Sudan said it had blocked a visit by Baroness Cos, 
a senior Tory life peer, because of her “flagrant hostility” towards 
the Muslim frmd^entalist government, but she denied she had 
applied for a visa to visit Sudan and said she was "not in any way 
anti-Muslim or anU-lslam**. AP 

Bear necessities 

Ibulouse - Archaeologists believe a burnt fragment of a bear’s 
leg bone found in a cave in south-western France was cooked by 
cave-dwellers 50,000 years ago. making it the earliest evidence 
anywhere of cave-dwelling humans. Reuter 

Umo for the lama 

Pfekiiig - Gyaincain Norbu, the six-year-oid backed by the Chi- 
nese government as Tibet's new Panchen Lama, has been pre- 
seated with a Red Flag limousine donated by tbe state-owned 
No. 1 Automobile Coiporation. AP 


Saddam set to take 
up UN oil offer 


New York (AP) — Iraq told am- 
bassadors from non-aligned 
countries yesterday that it is 
read^ to D^otiate a UN plan to 
allow iimi^ ofl sales to buy 

h umanitarian supplies. 

Diplamais said the offer was 
relayed by Iraq’s UN ambas- 
sador, Nizar Hamdooo, to en- 
voys from Botswana, Chile, 
^rpL Guinea-Bissau and Hon- 
duras, all current members of 
tbe Security Council. The offer 
was to negotiate with the UN 
Secretary-General, Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali. 

Tbe Securi^ Council im- 
posed sweeping sanctions 
a^inst Iraq m 1990 after its in- 
vasion of Kuwait The council 
has refused to lift them until it 
is satisfied Iraq has complied 
with UN demands to d^antle 
its weqxms of mass destruction. 

The sanctions prevent Iraq 
from exporting oil, and the 
€ 000 ( 1 /$ ^OmUBon people face 


slQTOCketiog inflation and wi(k> 
• ^nead shortages. The .UN has 
offered to let Iraq seU S^ten 
(£2,5ba) of oil ayear to {My/or 
food and medicine. Iraqzqects- 
tfae offer, saying aftached con- 
ditions violate Its soveretgnQr.- 
Word of the reported offer 
surfaced on the fifth anniveisaiy 
of the Gulf which has re- 
vived debate on the trade em- 
bargo. members of the 
SecuriQF Goimcfi agreed in prin- 
ciple on Monday to dispatch a 
feict-finding group to BnghdflA 
France, Russia and fihina - 
three of the permanent mem- 
bers of the 15-membCT Securi- 
ty Council ~ have . been 
sympathetic to liam eaiig to 
sanctions. But toe US and 
Britain, the other two perma- 
nent members, say no <- at least 
until Iraq meets w UN cease- 
fire terms, including revealn^ 
all information oh its weapons 
of mass destnictlba. 
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Relief as race to succeed Papandreou starts 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Gi^'s r^g party geared up 
ye^rday for a lightning cam- 
paign to elect a new prime min- 
KtCT by the end of the week. 
foUo^g the lODg-awaited re^ 
of Andreas Pspandreou 
nopi his bed in an intensive care 
unit m an Athens hospiuiL 
IT* leading anti-Pia^dreou 
d^dent in the Psinhellenic So- 
cialist Movement (Pasoki, the 
industry minister Costas 
Smuns, and the man likely to be 
bis chief rival, the Defence 
Minister Gerasimos Arsenis, 
both fonnally announced their 
candidature for a race which 
roust take place within three 
days. A fonner defence minis- 
ter, Yannis CbaFalambopou- 
los, also joined the list 


.The party’s executive com- 
xunce wOJ meel today to thrash 
out the exact timing and the 
rules for the contest. 

The news that Mr Fapan- 
ureou had bowed to the in- 
evitaUe and agreed to step 
do^ was greeted with relief in 
^litical and business circles. 
The countiy has all but ground 
to a halt since nud-November, 
when the 76*year-old premia, 
already afliug, was first admit- 
to bo^ital with lung and 
kidney failure. 

Pasok o ffi c ials looked anx i o us 

to get the succession race out of 
toe way as quiddy as possible to 

avoid spUtswilbin the party. The 
Athens stock market mde^ 
meanwhile, jumped up two per- 
centage points on the d^. 

For a long time, no' one bad 



The contenders; (from left) Gerasimos Arsenis, anti-Papandreou dissident Costas 
Simitis, and Akis Tsoehadzopoulos, who could become number two in Pasok 


dared believe that Mr Papan- 
dreou would ever relinquish 
his hold on the gorveniroent and 
on the socialist movement 
which he found^ following 
the collapse of the colonels' jun- 


ta in 1974. Although he was 
barely able to move or speak, 
suggestions that his career was 
over were at first considered 
taboo. Bulas the prospects for 
his recovery waned, and 


Greece’s international credi- 
bility was increasin^y compro- 
mised, the party finally plucked 
up the courage to present Mr 
Papandreou \iHth the bard truth 
of the situation. 


Originally, it seemed that 
Pre5ddem Costas Stephanopou- 
los would see Mr Papandreou 
in his room at the Onassis Clin- 
ic. But on Monday afternoon, 
a group of senior ministers, ac- 
coropanied by two of Mr Pa- 
pandreou’s children and his 
controversial but devoted yomig 
wife Dimiira, obtained his sig- 
nature to a short statement 

The word ‘‘resigaation” did 
not feature, but Mr Papan- 
dreou made clear he dia not 
want his dedining health to hold 
the whole county hostage and 
urged Pasok to pick a successor 
quicldy. According to some re- 
ports, reflected long and hard 
before signing. 

Whoever succeeds him wiD be 
unable to wield his unique and 
autocratic powers, if only be- 


cause there was no mention in 
the letter of Mr Papandi^u s 

Other job as leader of Past*. 

cording to party sources, he will 
stay on as president at least m 
name, and a separate elecuon 
will be held in due course to ap- 
point a deputy. , . 

Mr Simitis. a 59 -year-old 
commercial lawyer educated 
in Germany and at the London 
Sdiool of Economies, is the 
most likely candidate to win the 
premiership because he st^ds 
the best chance of leading 
Pasok to victory in the next 
general elections. 

Not only does he h^ a rep- 
utation as an inlellifcnt re- 
former. but as a relatively 
centrist member of Pasok he 
stands the best chance of woo- 
ing voters away from the con- 


servative opposition party. New 
Democracy. 

I^s status a.s a dissident th- 
in I^sok may not harm him if it 
is understood that a Papan- 
dreou loyalist, such as the 
Interior Minister, Aids Tsochad- 
zopoulos, wouJd become the 
party number two. Mr Isochad- 
zopoulos is likely to put htmsclf 
forw^ for the premiership loo. 
as is the parliamentary speaker, 
Apostolos Kaklamanis. 

Since Pasok has never had in 
hold a leadership election of any 
kind before, the executive com- 
mittee will have to decide bow 
many ballots to hold. The most 
ratiood solution would be u run- 
off second round between the 
two front-runners, but rival- 
ries within the party could drag 
the process out for longer. 


Weizman outburst 
stuns Germany 


1 i n vai 


Ui 


IMRE KARACS 

Bonn 

The President of Israel lashed 
out at Germany’s past crimes 
against the Jews yesterday, 
souring a state visit that Bonn 
bad hoped would open a new 
chapter in relations between the 
two countries. 

**11 is not easy for me to be 
in this land and listen to the 
memories and the voices 
screaming to me from the 
earth,’* &er Weizman told 
stunned MPs. “As President of 
the Slate of Israel, I can grieve 
for them and commemorate 
them, but 1 cannot forgive in 
their name." 

Mr Weizman was addressing 
a joint session of the two cham- 
bers of parliament, the first 
^siting head of state to be ac- 
corded that rare honour since 
German reunification and only 
the fourth since the war. But be 
appeared to be in no mood to 
pull his punches, reminding 
Germans of the way that “the 
Nazis and their helpers mur- 
dered a large pan of us”. 

“I can urge you, ladies 
and gentlemen deputies of the. 
German parliament, that you 
IcKik to the future with a knowl- 
edge of the past,” the Israeli 
ftresidem said. “Thai you recog- 
nise e\ e>y stirring of racism and 


smash every stirring of neo- 
Nazism.” 

Ahhou^ Mr Weizman did at 
one point address the MPs as 
“friends”, his ^leech made it 
clear that he harboured little 
friendly sentiment towards the 
country responsible for the 
murder of 6 million Jews. That 
much he bad already made 
clear just before his departure 
from Israel on &uiday, when be 
seemed to criticise Jews who 
have settled in Gennai^. 

“I, for example, cannot un- 
derstand how ^CiOO Jews can 
live in Gennany," Mr Wieizman 
told Imeli radio. 

His gaffe brou^t furious re- 
actioos from German Jews, 
who rushed to the aid of their 
adopted country. “I have lived 
here since 1945 and have met 
two new generations who sim- 
ply do not identify with the 
Nazis,” said Ignatz Bubis, the 
leader of the Jewish communi- 
ty in Germany. “This » a new 
Germany and it is different 
from Nazi Gennao^.” 

Mr Weizman tri^ to make 
amends by visiting botii the 
Sachsenhasen concentration 
camp, where thousands of Jews 
died, and Plolzensee prison, 
where German resistance fight- 
ers were held and executed. 

But des^te ro!^ out the red 
carpet, the German govern- 


ment also missed a chance to 
encourage a mood of forgive- 
ness. As the Israeli President 
landed in Beriin, 35JX)0 Jens liv- 
ing in Israel and the US were 
still waiting for the first instal- 
ment of the war compensation 
first mooted in 1989. 

The pensions to Jews from 
Latvia and Rom ania who had 
so far received no money from 
Bonn, are delayed as MPs on 
the government side argue 
about wfaidi part of the state 
budget ought to pay them. The 
government promises that ibe 
bnreaucratic wrangle, described 
1^ a leading opposition politi- 
cian as a “foreign policy idiocy”, 
win be resolved within the next 
two weeks, too late for Mr 
Weizman’s visit 

In a final blow to this jour- 
ney of reconciliation, the Israeli 
Ifresideot cancelled at short 
notice a visit to ^nn’s Muse- 
um of Histoiy.Aithou^ the ex- 
hibition is bm laity frank about 
the Second World 91^, some 
foreign visitois have bera put 
off by its triuinphant portrayal 
of Germany’s rise from the 
ashes. 

Mr ^^fcizman claims his pro- 
gramme was too crowded. A 
more likely esq^knation is that 
SOyears after the war there are 
sdU a lew tfan^ about Germany 
that Jews find hard to accept 



Berlusconi tax 
trial opens 


Bitter words: President Weizman addressing the German pariiament In 
ChancellcM* Kohl uses an earphone to listen to tiie speech 


Hebrew while 

Photograph: AP 


ANDREW GUMBEL 
Rome 

Silvio Berlusconi is a man well 
used to creating media circus- 
es, but be may have doubts 
altout the one that awaits h^ 
in bean's Palace of Justice 
this morning. Before a barrage 
of television cameras, only sonw 
woridng for his Flninvest media 
empire, the former prime nw- 
ister will attend the opening 

sesrion of a trial in which be win 
be accused of bribing tax 
inspectors in exchange for a 
lenient audit of his businesses. 

It will be a symbolic moment 
in these turbulent times. Not 
only is this the case that pre- 
cipitated the collapse of Mr 
Berlusconi's coalition and 
for^ him to resign 13 months 
a^; it is also the most glaring 
of several recent indications 
that the magnate-tumed-politi- 
cian is sliding down the slippery 
pole of Italian public life. 

Mr Berlusconi is accused, 
along with his brother I^lo and 
nine others, of paying around 
3S0 million lire to officers of the 
finance police. By Italian stan- 
donb ths wt>u)d be a miitor mis- 
demeanour, even if the 
defendants were proven guilty 
- most of the Milan fa^on 
world is currently on trial for ex- 
actly the same thing. 

Eiui the case interferes awk- 
wardly with the political 


timetable, which might require 
Mr Berlusconi any moment 
now to shuttle between the Mi- 
lan court -which will meet once 
a week or so for the next few 
months - and the campaign trail 
in the run-up to a general elec- 
tion. .Already there are signs that 
Mr Berlusconi is being out- 
manoeuvred in his conservative 
coalition Iw the far-right leader 
Gianfranco Fini. 

It could also give a wide 
public airing to more embar- 
rassing charges against Mr 
Berlusconi that are ycl to come 
to court - notably the allegation 
that he paid ma^ive kickbacks 
to his former political mentor 
and friend, the disgraced So- 
cialist Party leader Beiiino 
Craxi. The trial could be bad for 
busines.s, too. as Mr Beriusconi 
considers floatinga large chunk 
of his media and advertising as- 
sets on the open market to raise 
capital to plug his gaping debts. 

Mr Beriusconi and his friends 
have already launched a full- 
frontal attack on his chief ac- 
cuser. the former magistrate 
Amoaio Di Pietro who, was the 
star of Italy's anti-corruption 
drive three years ago. The 
Berlusconi familv newspaper, 
// Giomalc of Milan, has pro- 
duced allegation after 
allegnlion that Mr Di Ketro ac- 
cepted favours and planned to 
use his judicial status us a plat- 
form for political revciluiion. 


! I a No room fia* quiche in Kohl cuisine 
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Bonn — “We have travelled 
through nine regions. coUectif^ 
recipes, and you can see the le- 
suli here in front of you.” said 
Hanneiorc Kohl, as she point- 
ed itl the cookery book she has 
written with her husband, Hel- 
muL .Alas, the hungry paparazzi 
insiinctivety turned towaras the 
corpulent figure of the German 
Chancellor, writes Imre Karacs. 

“How much do you weigh?” 
he was asked. “That's a state se- 
cret," Nfr Kohl replied tersety. 
In facL the Independent can 
reveal after exhaustive investi- 
gation that the Chancellor 
weired in for last year’s gen- 
eral elections at 125 Idlos, just 
under 20 stones. 

Since then, however, Mr 
Kohl may have put on a pound 
or two, eating bis way through 
the regions in a gar^tuan ef- 
fort to catalogue the best of 
German cuisine. The result is A 
Culinary Joum^ through the 
German Countryside, a fat 
tome containing more than 300 
recipes. It is not for the quiche 
briga^. From Ahzesupp, made 
with peas and a lot of cream and 
bufter, to Zwiebelsuppe. which 
relies on yet more butter and 
cheese for consistent, almost 
every page could have been 
sponsored by a society of heart 


surgeons. There are a few 
lecqses leafiing towards nouveDe 
cuisine, but one suq>ects those 
were the ones Mr Itohl admit- 
ted to not liking very much. 

The Chancellor is more of a 
great matL His &vouiite 
dishes are Saumagen, fried 
potatoes and pa^ all con- 
sumed in copious quantities 
and washed down with sprite. 
He is also a man of tzadrtira as 
weB as substance, with a mission 
to tell the world about the sort 
of food his mother used to 
cook. 

Through the book, whose 
profits will go to a charity 
chaired by Hannelore, the 
Kohls hope to demonstrate 
that there is mme to the na- 
tional culture than punctuality 
and thoroughness. 

Germans love their food 
more than fore^ers realise, 
and the dishes are better than 
they are given credit for, the 
Ch^cellor said. 

Tte book launch, at a hotel 
renowned for its inflated prices 
and deflated souffles, provided 
a few samjdes of the coui^’s 
woik. Apart from the minor de- 
tail that the dishes came from 
what us^ to be known as Ans- 
tro-Hungaiy, and not Gam^, 
the fare was not exactly mouth- 


Helmut's home cooking 


PALATINE SAUMAGEN (PIG’S STOMACH) 
IngFacfienls (for3 1/2 to 4 kg) 

1 ptg'sstamacb (to ba ordered in advance at you* butcher's) 
SO g ciarSed butter 
1/2 kg pork 
1 1/2 kg potatoes 
11/2 kg mkioBd meat 
2-3fi^saft 
1/2tsp pepper 
l/2tsp rutrneg 
1 tsp marjoram 
l^tsp ground ctoves 
il2tsp thyme 
l/2tsp ground cardemom 
basB 

1 ground beyleef 
SOg orions (deed) 

1 . Cut the poric ‘nto fairly targe cubes Fed toe potatoes and dee 
ttwnkMx the pork, the pcrtatoesandthemtocedmedandaddthe 


. ZFfrse the storiach the 

opennffiviB) thread, end put^Mkiginthrou^theMrdhole. 
-BetjpsijsasvveB.(DonotovBflloritwil burst) 

& nd the pig ‘a AtoBCh into reeerety bofod water and simmer tor 
three haufsuiBi drain it 

4 Ry the stomach in ctaiffed btdtor Bid take in pre-heated oven at 
^Geltius(400 R ri wen ha Q. Serve wBi fresh teead. Rriatfrie . 
d3atoes,sauttteaiaand«ineoftoe Palafinaie. 

C&dk's ^ Hametore MoM): 

^ *ShoijM them be any leftovers, the stoinach can be cut IrtesSces 
: andtoedtoagoldm brown the foOowing day.” 

wtferi]^ The lafel^xtz- slices which followed was awful: taste- 
of pork embedded in a bed of less and runny. Perhaps lovers 
finety-cul vegetables and jeP>’ - ofGerman culture should stidt 
was pass^e. The pork goui^ to Wagner after all. 


Mitterrand’s cancer kept secret 




MARY DEJEV5KY 

Pans 

Francis Mittereand was diag- 
nosed as suffering from incur- 
able bone cancer only six 
months after taking office in 
1981 and was judged “inca- 
pable of cxeicising hfa func- 
tions” as bead of state half a 
year before he left office, ac- 
cording to his long-time per- 
OTuil pkyamn, Qaude Gubler. 

Dr Gubler’s revelations, 
along with two “snatched” pho- 
tographs of Mitterrand laid out 
on his d^th bed, were pub- 
li^ed in a special edition of 
Airiv Match ^terday and 
Stocked many trench people, 
provoking a ferocious debate 
about penonai privatty-, medical 

ethks and the question of hon- 
esty and openness in politas. 
lliey also threatened to tarnish 

inevocabfy the repuiatioo of the 
former presidcDu who autho- 
rised publication of regular re- 
ports m his health but declared 


the crucial informatiaii- about 
his cancer - a ‘'state secret”. 

The cover of /brer Match 
broke another taboo by sbow^ 
ing Mitterrand’s widow, 
DanieUe, comforlmg his flle- 
gitimate dauber. Mazarine, at 
the graveside. 

Initially, it was the ph(K 
togrwhs cd hfitteirand oh bis 
deat&ed - laid oat in dariE suit 

cause thOT went beyond the 
bonnd^ of good taste than be- 
cause they had been taken ai all. 
Only familv and personal 
friendsofh^cnaiidwere'al- 
low^ access to the room where 

he died yet one of those had 
recorded’tbe scene and mssed 
the photogF^ihs to Arris .Voteft. 
There was an iznniediate 

protest frmn the famity-^ped 

by DazneOe, his two kns, and 
Mazarine (signii^ herself for 
the first time as a Mitterrand) 

?nd his tnktT g« and Mazarine^ 

mother, Anne Pti^eoL The 


iTtagazme defended its deci- 
sion to publish in an editorial 
whkh deserrbed Che pictures as 
“having in^essed with their 
beauty, strength and gravitas”. 

The French media generally 
^ow a respect for personal 
privacy, even of the most pub- 
lic figures, that would be on- 
thfntah lg in Britain. It was this 
game re^Mct for pTwagr, which 
may gradually be dedinh^ 
that wowed the exigence of 
MitteTTaotrs mistress and his 
dughier to be hidden from the 
l^endi public — ihou^ not 
from Paris political aides - for 
almost 3) years. 

Bat ft was die revelations of 
Dr GnMer, Nfitteirand*s per- 
s(»b 1 plKsician until 1994. tlet 
caused the louder ouxay. ftrfiti- 
rians lined t9 OmdetBO the 
‘ineadi of medical confideo- 
tiaJ^ and dem- that Mfttenaod 
was m any wn incapable of ex- 
ercising pov^, even in the 
mootbs of his prestdenev*. 

Gtfolers aocount. how- 


ever. poses a central question 
about the sanctity* of the doctor- 
patient relationship and the 
voters’ ri^t to know. Accord- 
ing to the doctor, he dia^iosed 
the President's illness in Octo- 
ber 1981 - and it was confirmed 
by a second spedalist a month 
later. On be^ told that be 
pnkiabty had only three years 
to live. Mitterrand - who bad 
achieved his life's ambition of 
becoming president only six 
months before - is said to have 
munnured in re^ionse; “Then 
Tm done for.” 

Mitterrand's second instinct, 
as a poIteiaiL, was to declare the 
subject a state secret, a secret 
which Dr CuMer says he kepi 
fohfafully for 14 years and was 
finally released from by Mit- 
terra^ hhnself. Uie first the 
French public knew of any can- 
cer was in 1992. when be was 
first qserated on. The siatemcni 
issued then referred to cancer 
of the prostate, but not to the 
fact that it had alresdv* ^rcad. 
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(iii’iil JyrlUnn 

— 


MOmead Countiy Hotel 
Goose HHI. Pofteshem, 

Dorset, DT3 4HE 
01305 871432 £60.00 
Jan-Msy 

hotel in Hartycowtn^ MtooRS 
have en suite facjlMesandthe sfrga, 
cosy lestauiant offers En^sh cusine 
pre pa red ly the chef patron. 


Nent Had Country House Hotel 
Alston, North Penrwies, 

Cumbria. CA9 31X2 
01434 381584 £75.00 
Jan-May 

Quieiy situated and etegantly ni^ 
nished, Nent Hall is an ideal touring 
tase fix the north. The styli^ restau- 
rant serves high qualibr Engish orl- 
sine. 


BalttxDok Lodge Hoei 
35-37 London Road, 

Bath, Awn, BA17HZ 
01225 859090 £50.00 
Jan-May esc Fri & Sat 

Ttds imposing Georgan hotel is set m 

pleasant pounds 

one fflHe from Bath. Th effinar g room 
oweriooks the lawn and offers 
tracibonai En^idi cuesre. 

RieOld Matt House Hotel 
Radford, Timsbuiy. 

Near Bath, Awn, BAS IQF 
01761 470106 £66.00 
Jan-May 

Set n beautiful country oettwen Bath 
and Watts, the hotel has a lestauant 
that apocialinf *1 m Engish 
couitry cooMng . 



Whitehall Hotel 

Sprin^rank, Whitehdl, D ar w cn , 
nr Bfedfoum. Lancashire, BBS 2JU 
01254 701595 £70.00 
Jan-May 

A country house hotel set In seclud- 
ed pounds, it has an ele^nt restau- 
lerrt serving Englsh and Ffench elite 


The Hawn Irm 
Barrow Hawn, 

Lincolnshiie, DN19 7EX 
01469 530247 £49.50 
Jan-May 

This lual coaching inn has finecoun- 
Oyvews andooeesddewiilclecteRn. 
The restaurant offers En^ cuisine. 


Brabyns' Hotel 

1-3 Shaflesbuiy Awnue. 

Bladvool, Lancashire. FY2 9QQ 
01253 354263 £50.00 
Jan-May 

The warm and friendly hotel is just 
off the promenade in the quiet North 
Siorearea. 

Vegetarian meats are available. 
Snerr 

Black Mill House Hofei 
Princess Avenue. Bogpor Regs. 

West Sussex. P021 3QU 
01243 821945 £54.60 
JaMriey ec 26-28 Aprs & 24*27 
Located nearttie sea. tins femdy ho- 
tel has ea^ parking and welconies 
iVy The restaurant offers tradition- 
al Ef^eh and French ciisine and has 
an Interesting wine 

Dorset 

Cottonwood Hotel 
81 Grow Road. East Cliff. 
Bownrmiouth. Dorset. BHl 3AP 
01202 553183 £60.00 
Jan-Apr 

This hosel has penesarTue sea vews and 
en-suite feeSdes in al roorrs. The 
reslauwrrt offers traditional cuisine. 

CvBbeia 

Whitewater Hotel 

The lahefend Village. Newby Bridge. 
Cumbna, LA12 8PX 
016395 31133 £90.00 
Jan-May 

This conwrted mifl and health dub sre 
at southern end of Lake Wi ndemtere. 
tt B InformaL cornfortdile and friend- 
ly and serves both modem and tradi- 
tional cuidne. 

Tbtlcahlra 

Fferk Grew Hotel 
28 talk Grove, Firizin^iaH. 

Bradford. W \brks. BD9 4JY 

01274 543444 £5860 

Jan-May weekends ody 

All rooms in this femily'iun hotel haw 

en-sute 

facilities. The r e st au rant serws Engr 

tish and Asian 

cuidne. 


Gretwitte Hotel 

124 Klri^ Roed, Bri^iton, 

East Susa, BNl 2R^ 

01273 326302 Fnm £55.00 
Jan-May em Fit & Set 
liicated on the sea front, the Gianville 
offers iicfividual^ desigwd loorns, four 
poster beds and Jacuzzis. Vegetarian 
meals are avaflable. 


Maer lix^ Hotel 
Maerdown, CrooMets Beach, 

Bude, Cornwall E)Q3 8NG 
012SS 353306 £6060 
Jan-M^ 

ThehoteilSBWinpitwtBgoiBKiBCNer- 
loohing a g3lf course and Is near the 
beach. The restaurant apeciali s es hi 
tradtite Engish otisine. 


The Lamb at Hindon 
Hindon, Nr Sattsbuty 
Wlishire. SPS 6DP 
01747 820573 £65.00 
Jari-May 

The lamb is a 17th-oermjry coaching 
inn wirth open log fees and a restau- 
rant which uses tteshlocel ^meand 
fish. 

3iusaJt 
Dowrtiand Hotel 
37 L£wes Road, Eastbourne 
East Sussex. BN212BU 
01323 732689 £75.00 

Jan-May 

The dtanning hotel was wBided 2 AA 
rosettes and selves modem EngBh cu- 
sine. 


Great Western Hotel 
St David's Station Appreach 
Exeter, Devon, EX4 4NU 
01392 74039 £49.50 
Jan-May exc 13-19 May 
Just 10 minutes from city centre, the 
Great Western prides rtsdf on offenng 
exceUent value. 

Cornwall 

pBnmorvah Manor Hotel 
Budock. nr Fahnouth, 

Comwtel. irm 5ED 

01326 250277 From £70.00 

Jan-May 

The rnanor B a secluded countiy house 
set n 6 acres of ganfen and woodland 
offering supeib ciriane. 

Conbria 

Moss Grew Hotel 
Grasmere, Cumbna LA22 9SW 
015394 35251 £6860 
Jan-May 24. exc 27 March-13 April 
This s a familyHrun Victonan hotel in 
the heart of leketandafferiiTg gmune 
Lakeland fare. 

II— barslrfii 

MIMelds 

53 Bargpte, Grimsby 
South Humberside. DN34 SAD 
01472 356068 £60.00 
Jan-May 

The hotel offers a wide range of 
leisure fednties and an excettent con- 
seniaiory restaurant 

ItoifcsUre 

Ascot House Hotel 
53 Kin^ Road. Harrapte, 

North Ybrtehire. HGl 5HJ 
01423 531005 Fhxn £65.00 
Jan-May 

ThBisa femily-nmviennan hotel near 
the town centre and ns femous wltey 
gvdens. The restaurant serves qual- 
ity cuisines and has a good se l ecti on 
of wines. 


StedfeTtetge Country House Hotel- 
Staden Lane, Buxton. 

Detby^ire, SK17 WZ 
01298 24965 £59.00 

Jan-May . , 

TNscounny household issetinbe^ 
tiful couitiyslde near Burton and has 

a small informal rastauranL 

KaBt 

AUxits'taasxle Hotel 
Hidi Street. Bham 

nrCantorburyi Kent. CT46TD 
01303 840265 £55.00 

Swtessarrte wytes cono^ 
to the hotel’s ffaat tjain^ 

te traditional witeB frt-roaste hi a 
open fteplace on Wterlfwsd^ and FM- 

days. 

ObbiImIb . 

The Grammar Coimtry House Hotel 
Cartmel Cunbila 

IA11756 

01539 536367 £68.00 

tSsI^ eenluiy countiy hotel offiers 






\'T 7e woold like to invite yiw 
YV to take a short break in 
the country at a top-class, 
owner run hotel and stw two 
nighis for ^ price of one. 
Simp ly ■pgy for one night’s 
bed and breakfast and you ^ 
get the next night including 
breakfast free. Rates are 
based on a double room. 


are part of the Minotel con- 
soiouni nnrl many wfll allow 


ttn^iam owrioQkmg the forest park. 
Relax and dine in pleasant surround- 
ings. 

Ox f eeds M ra 

Westwood Countiy 
Hinsifey HU Top, Oxford. 

0X1 5BG 

01865 735408 £80.00 
Jan-May 

This caunby hotel is set in wUdbfe 
dens opened by naturalist David Bel- 

larny: BceDent Eri^ and Continental 

cUsIne. 

VMtalirr 

Cralglands Hofei, 
i Cowpasture Road, ilkley, 

Vilest Tbrkshite. LS29 8RQ. 

01943 607676 £75.00 
Jan-May . 

This magnificent Vtctonan buinmg in 
beautiful landscaped gardens is on the 

edge of the farrxius IUqt Moor. 

Chequers Hotel 
Ghurd) Place. Pulborough, 

West Sussex. RH20 lAD 
01798 872486 £75.00 
Jan-May 

A oouniry hotel with hnuy bedrooms. 
Chequers boasts an etegant candlebt 
iGstauiam senmga 4-oourse menj that 
changes daily. 

wiWte 

Oasmere House Hotel 
70 Hamham Road, SaTsbury 
Wiltshire, SP2 8JN 
01722 338388 £85.00 
Jan-May 

The hotel is set in 1.5 acres of 
grounds with views of watenneadowB 
and Salisbury Cathedral and has a 
chanrning consenwioiy restauram. 

SoMOiaet 

The Devonshire Arms Hotel 
Long Sutton. Nr Langxxt, 

Sommet. TAIO 9LP 
01458 241271 £5560 
Jan-May 

Buat as a huntii^ lods^ in 1787 by 
the Duke of Devonshire, the hotel is 
femous for Its excellent cuisine . 


you to enjoy a longer stay on 
the same ba^ pay for two 
ni^s and stay for four, for ex- 
ample. You can diedc this 
with your chosen hotel when 
you mwlce youT initial reser- 
vadon. 

There are more than 100 
Minotel hotels pardcipating 
in this offer and they are lo- 
cated throughout England, 
Wales and Scotland. They 
are listed and briefly de- 


scribed on this page. 

All hotels offer cop-dass 
comfort and pride themselves 

on pravidnig a personal serrioe 

that mat^ larger establish- 
ments cannot match. 

lb qualify for your 2 For 1 
break, you must coOect FOUR 
different^ numbered tokens 
from the seven we are printing 
and attach them to a voucher 
which we will print in Satur- 
day’s ediUon of The Indepai- 


Ashcroft Hotel, York 


dent with details on how to 
book. Today we print Tokra 4. 

Todav we have pictured tlto 
Ashcro'ft Hotel in York. ThB 
Victorian manskm set m 2 
acres is famflv nm and the 
comfortable, spacious restau- 
rant looks out over gardens 
and the river house. \ double 
room for one night costs £75. 
We will feature another hotel 
tomorrow in The Independent 
and o^'e vou a fifth token. 


Chwd. LL20ffiF 

0197S 860583 £65.00 

gffiian- Tife reslautaftt mafigwes 

in locM pRxbice. 


TTia Hotd 

Ciniteirai Street. Memmoutn. 

Gwert,NP5^ _ _ 

01600 T15S77 £60.00 

wye Vrtesr oflere a of " 

IB resteurent- 

•^AadWaar 

Newcastle Upon 

And wear, NEl 
M91 261 7771 £69.50 

SSSSil to the heart of the oty has 

a lively bai^cafe restaurwiL 

Ueiieiirtfee 

Gatoeo House Hoto 
St Martins, SWr^ 

Lfocotesfere, PE9 ^ 

01780 63359 £79.50 

T^^^vcentiwy town hoiBe has 

beeutifaf^nlensandare^aunritsew- 


The White Horae Fbim HcXBl 
(fasedMe Abbey, Nr PKtoing 
North Tbrkshire, Y018 8SE 
01751 417239 £6860 

^fee to m tog GeorganlnnSesInthe 
h—t of the North TbdWtiremoois and • 
Wm mi ,111 1 tr ti u i Bw ml MHOlIlV fan. 


Mart of Hobto Hood ’5 

, ^ii ant has a eompiehensive gw 

menu. 


Nf^ArmsHoW . : 

Street, lockereie, . 
Dumftfesstare, DGU UL 
01576 202410 £5060 
Jan-May . , 

Tbtel8>h<entoiycoachiri6gin. wfacn 
tas tog fires in wtoec has an a la cate 
restaurant with interesting special 

faa&ies. 


Jan-May 

This ISih-oentury coaching mn of im- 
mense character has 
an IntriDJing meefievai atmosphere. 

Whoop Hall Inn 
Kirltoy Lonsdtee, Camforth, 

CXimbte, LAG 2HR 
015242 71284 £70.00 
Jan-I4ay 

This family nin coaching inn s set m 
icsown gDun(teandeny]ysanocellert 
local reputation for ns food. 

WorcastenUre 

White Uon Hotel 

Higi Street. Upton On Severn. 

Vtorcesier. WbrcestersWiB, WR8 OHJ 

01684 592551 £74.00. 

Jan-May exc 11-17 Match 
OrQnalyTudorvirthGeGrSan and mod- 
em additions, this is the mn of Fieltl- 

irigs Tom Jones. The ii*rna» candleljt 
restaurant semes tiadtionsl Ei'^Bh oa- 

aine. 

Nortt— ixetlaQd 

Warkworth House Hotd 
16 Bridge Street. Vlferkworth. 
Northumbefand, NE65 OXB 
01665 711276 £72.50 
Jan-May . 

TNs B an ele^nt couiiy house hotel 
sec n the heart of the v«age. The 

restaiaant offers imagnatne mernB. 

NerUMBptOBsbire 

Tudor Gate Hotel 
Street Finedan. 

VlfeWngxrrougi. Nonhants. (#19 5JN 
01933 680408 £75.00 
Jan-Mzy 

The hotel is a converted 17th centu- 
ry farmhouse. The resteuant serves 

Frandi and English cuiane with an ex- 
tensive wine Ibtt. 


Cedars Hotel 

Mason Road. Kidderminster, 
Worcestershire, DVll 6AG 
01562 515595 £63.50 
Jan-May 

Smpie. wholesome food and a fegh 
level of comfort and hospitality are the 
hallmaits of this hotel. 

Suney 

Boottiam Grange Hotel 
Little Boohham Common, BocMiam, 
Near Leetherhead, Surrey. KT23 3HS 
01372 452742 £65.00 

Jan-M^ 

This oountiy house hotel B an ideal 
base for visiting WBley and the Sur- 
rey couferysKte. nodauant serves Eng- 
lish and Continental osslne. 

Tforiralilre 

Motel Ljsemir^ 

The Great North Road. Leeming Bar, 
South Bedte, North VtorioMie DIS IDT 
01677 422122 £48.50 
Jan-May 

This family run hotel pt om otss ad- 
vantuTMJS En^ cooking using fresh 
local pmduce from smaH suppliers. 


Coppleridgs inn 
Motcombe. Shaftesbitoi 
Dorset. SP7 9HW 
01747 851980 £70.00 
Jan-May , _ 

This converted lTth-certu«y farm set 

in 15 acres gffera guests a coBl .can- 
dlellt rastaucant with tag fire In whiter. 

Iliilliqiiiiiiwhlwt 

The Stage Hotel .. , . 

Gregory Boulevani, Nenln^iam. 
Notbrigiamshlre, NG7 6LB 
0115960 3261 £47.50 
jarHU^ fti, Sat Sun only 

The hotel is on the oulslaiis of Not- 


jessop House Hotel 
65 Chfech Streei Tbwkestiuy; 
GkxiCCBtetshire, GL20 5RZ 
01684 292017 £75.00 
Jan-May 

This town house hotel b an ideel base 
far Btolorteg the Ootswolds. Its restau- 
rant spetia fe es in local preduce. 


Brandon House Hotel 
Hi^ Street, Brandon, 

Suffolk, IP37 OAX 
01842 810171 £65.00 
Jan-May 

This sb^ Geot^an town house ho- 
tel features two lesteuants offering tra- 
ditional, seafoexi and eajun meals. 


Green Farm Hotel 

Nrrrth Walsham Rexad, Thorpe Market 
Norwich, NOifofe NRU 8TH 
01263 833602 From £8865 
Jan-May 

This 16th-century flint feimhouse 
everioole the village geen and the 
inihnate lesiaiiancuses local produce. 


Blue Haze Hotel 
Seaway Lane, Torquay, 

South Devon, TQ2 6PS 
01803 607186 £56.00 
Apr-Mey 

Ihb strte, friendly hotel set in c h arm- 
inggomis. eon a leafy lane neerthe 
sea. The cuisine is traditional Ei^Bh 
home cooking. 

DadOR 

Old ChuRih House Inn 
Ibibryan, ifatiepen. 

South Devon, TQ12 SUR. 

01803 812372 £65,00 


Cranberry Hotel 
Wigan Road, Wipn, 

Lancashire. WN4 OBZ 
01942 243519 £42.00 
Jan-May 

A family -run fiientMy hotte.theCran- 
beny offtes Er^ based coofong and 
bar snacks. 

Ibrinhhe 

The Ashcroft Hotel 
294 Bishopthonxe Road, 

Vbik. Norte Tbrkshire, Y02 ILH 
01904 659286 £75.00 
Jan-May exc race meeting 
This Victorian marBion set in 2 acres 
is family run and the 
cornfbrtaUe. spacious resteuant looks 
out over 9rdm and tee tner Ouse. 


Auitbea. wester Ross, 

Ross-Shire. IV22 2HX. 

01445 731201 Pram £59 

Jan-May , 

This exceptionally ctxiifort^le famsy 

runhotetisanirlealbBsefbrforwaOr- 
ina rXinibifig or fishirig. The restaurartt 

serves satmoi. lobster and ueiu- 
son in season. 

ScoUaod 

Fmtaysrvi Aims Hotel 
Cixyt^ 

Ayr, KA6 6JT 

01292 570298 £52.00 
Jan-May 

This family ritfi country hofef offers tia- 
cfitkinal Scottish food using, whenev- 
er possible, fie^ focal produce. 

Scotland 

Coul House Hotel 

Contin, Strathpeffet. Ross-Shue. 
W14 9EV 

01997 421487 From £70.00 
Jan-May 

This elegant ratufttiyrnan^ to a rnag- 
nificent Higiland setting has log fliw 
and rncHjntain views. The restaurais: of- 
fers a Tbste Of ScottencT. 

Dorsal 

Kersbrook Hotel 
Pound Road, lyme Regis. 

Dcraet, DT7 3HX. 

01297 442596 £84.70 
Jan-May 

Thto IBth-centuy lhatttoed cointty ho- 
tel B a Listed buidtogset 
m an acre of gounds by tee sea. 

The resteuant (riferahi^faahbr Eng- 
lish and French cuisine. 

Galloway Arms Hotel 
Cncketford, Dumfiies. 

0G2 8RA 

01556 690248 £60.00 
Jan-May 

This ofd , family-run vflage coaching 

irm offers tradiiionel Seotiirtt food with 
particular emphasis on tee Dum- 
fltessNrearea. 


Deechwood Close Hotel 
19 Shipton Roed. Clifton 
fortv. North Tbrkshge, YDS 6RE 
01904 658378 £70.00 
Jatv-May 

Fani^ run hocto in Its oum gounds. 
Restaurant serves tiaititlonel EngBh 
cuisine. 


The Belfty Country Hotel 
faroombe. Nr Honiton. 

Devon, EX14 980 
01404 861234 £64.00 
Jan- May 

Converted from tee vIliBge school, this 
smatt luxury hotel has lovely country 
views and an awaid win ning resBuamt 
wiih tog fire. 


Inverard Hotel 
Lochard Ftoad, Aberfoyie. 

W^ tarthshiie, FK8 3tD 
01877 382229 £45.00 
Jan-May 

Thia fonner hunting lodge m tee heart 
of TheTfossachs ouertooks the nvar 
Forth, fts resteuant offere tradition- 
al dishes using local pmduce. 


The Shaftesbury Hotel 
IHy^rd Street 
Dundee. 'feyside, DD2 IHQ 
01382 669216 £76.00 
Jan-May 

This foimer jute baron’s town house 
retains some orignal features. The 

tesiauiant B informal and offers Scot- 
tish and French cuisine. 

SeoUaad 

Brabloeh Hotel 
62 Renfrew Road, Paisley, 
Strathclyde, M3 4RD 
0141 889 5577 £70.00 
Jan-May 

A traditional town centre hotel set to 
4 acres of gardens. The cnnfoitaUe 
traditional restaurant serves Scot- 
tlsfVAmerican cuBine. 


Mount Haven Hotel 
Turnpike Road. M o r o zio n , 

Penzance, Cornwall. TR17 OOQ. 
01736 710249 £62.00 
Jan-May 

This famflyiun hotel has stuvXngviewe 
overfooWng St MichaM's Mount The 
resteuant has an AA Red Rosette. 

NorfWN 

The Geoigan House 
32^ Unthank Road, Nonmeh. 
Norfolk, MT2 2RB. 

01603 615665 £52.00 
Jan-M^ 

This comfbitaUe cliy centre hotel has 
a lestauiant with an odenrara wine let 
The atrrKisphar b tofbrmal and icloxcd 


This 7 !Ut hctel suneurided by erten- 
s\e gounds o.ertocis tee Moray 
Firth. The residera-cn:y tfinmg room 
senes firesh focal preduce. 

Seullaiw i 
EsVdaie Kotei 
ttsAet Pface. tang'.ctm, 
Dumfres^.'re. 0613 OJH 
013873 SCS57 £50.00 
Jar.^4a>- 

This foriTier coarf iing mn at tee cen- 
oe of a beausfal market tow s 
newf/ r^urtaSied and olfeis tratbonai 
S c o tts h fare. 

S CTrt*—' **r 
Lauderdafe Hoti^ 

1 Blinbuigh Road, laudet 
Genridehse. TD2 6TU 
01578 722231 £52.00 
Jan-May 

This traditional sporting hot^ has an 

aaiacEve le^aurant olfenr® a variety 

of menus. 

Seotlanil 

Newton House Hotel 
Glencarse. Nr Perth, 
tarthshva. PK2 TLX 
01738 860250 £98X10 



This rdaxed. famify- nm 3-s» heael, 
boasts a restaurant with an AA food 
rosette. 

ScoBaad 

Craigvrack 

West Moulin Road. Pitlochi]^ 
Peiteshire, PH16 5EQ 
01796 472399 £58.00 
Jan-M^ 

This 18-bedroamhotM has panoram- 
ic counDy views and offers iradiDanal 
Scottish cuisine. 

Scoflaad 

Lateones Hotel 
^LsrgBward. 

St Andrews. Ftfe, KV9 IfE 
01334 840494 £75.00 
Jan-May 

A counoy hotto 4 mfies from St An- 
drews, Lateones has an inttmata 
resteuant offering Scottish and fimeh 
cusme. 


j^tburn Holef 

Road (B3078), 
FOidtogandgB. 
Hatipshae,^lff 
01425 652060 £79.20 


smoMng testeuiarrt. 


Gienfaiaa Hotel 

Salen By Ares ■ fete tf Milii . 



01680 300377 £70.00 

^isNwwetfBnloBb^ 
tteoirrgirtartospeaa^wsw.^ 
lestaurant serves toes fisn. m 
satown, and vcnlaon. 

TyMAVfeBr 

Hoknedtee Hotel ' 

106 talk AvenuB,VfhitlevBBK " 

TM AWber. NE26 ION . . 
0151.253 liea iSMOi': 

tattf is doee to aB 

a m enteesand seivesgjodttediftred 
to pfraniM porttons. . . 


The Chetonuts Hotel 
52 Racecoune Road. ^ 
Sti Hi tie ^ 'M72tg ' ~ • 
01292 2643S3 £6690 . - 
Jan-U^ 

This Gsoitfan-sete fafinftr hotel s 

near the sea and Gonwenfent tor.gxf . 

courses. ITie ' lesttuiant serves 
BrittshSuapeencii^ ■ 

SnwrtStf Heael 
171 Town lane, Saiwto^.^ 
SWnes. Midd1eew,TW39 7PW 
01784252292 £80.00 - 

Jarv-May ■ . . 

This VictDrianoouriiiy house hoael sec 
to laige gardens, has a cosji ehai^ 
deooialed resteuant sening 
modem En^ cuisine. 


New Chequers HotW 
NoithcpHaltfinagR 
Mold. Owyd, CH7 6HJ 
01244 816191 £SaOO 
Jar»-May , . . 

ThisGoiintiy house hoief B 15 nunites 
from Chester and hes a traditiorral 
rostaurant which uses local produce. 

LaMteaHra 

Patewater Kotte 
Faihaven Road, 

RAnnesOnSea, 

Lancashire, FYS INN 
01253 725106 £S7J)0 
Jan-May 

TfBsrecentlyrefoibishedfam^iunhix* 
o^ts feEure facfiittes and a vrami. 
friendly atmosphere. . 

Ben More Ixid^ 

Cnanlanch, Fferthshiie, 

' Scodand, FK20 8QS 
01838 300210 £54.00 
JarvMay 

The loc^ is a family run hoM set to 
spectacular FfigMand sceneqt An in- 
fannal restaurant seivias tee best of 
Highly food. 

OarawaB 

Crantoek Bay Hotel 
We5tPbntiie,CT8ntDck. 

Newquay, OomwaB. TR7 5SE 
01637 830229 F)txn £35.00 
Jan-May 

This ftenily nto hotel is superbly situ- 
ated on a National Tnst headland <MT- 
loohingthebay. 


Chester House Hotel 
Victoifa Street, 

Boulton On The Water; 

GL54 2BU 
01451 820286 £79.00 
Jan<M^ Eke Saturday 
A peacefiX. comfortable hotel in tee 
centre of this beautiful Wlage, Chester 
House boasts a restaurant with a dB- 
tinct bislre atmosphere. 


Auitbea HMd 


GiendnMh House Hotel 
Old Ei&teuig) Read South, 
8y Casila Heather, 
Inverness. fVl 2AA 
01463 226499 £90.00 
Jan-Mav 


Karnes Hoite 
Karnes. TigmabrealA, 

Aigdl, RA212AF 
01700811489 £60.00 
Jan-May 

Its Idyllic setting in 1^ Of Bute gar- 
antees tranquility. The hotel B stilish 
and elegant with magilficent views. 


Graves Hotel 

Norte tarade, Aberysfaiyth, 

Dyfed. SY23 2NF 
01970 617623 £62.00 
Jan-May 

This town centre hotel near the Na- 
tional Libraiy otters diners a Tbste Of 
Wales in its awaid-winnire resteuant 

UMes 

Biyn Tilton Hotel 

Red Wharf Bay; An gfocci ^ 

Gwynedd. L17S 8RZ 
01248 852366 £64.00 

Jan-May 

The hotel has magiifieemvieiNs of Red 

Wharf Bay and is noted for its good 
food and wines. 


Nant Ddu Lodge Hotel 
Cwm Ibf, Nr Merthyr 
Tydfil, Ffowys CF48 2HY 
01685 379111 £58.50 
Jan-k^ 

This 16-ioom inn Uas in die heart of 
the Brecon Deacomi and its restaurant 
has cscensne menus vMdi change dei- 


WUes 

Ashmount Hotel 
College Avenue. RhosOn Sea. 
Cfawyn ^ Owyd, UL28 4NT 
01492 544582 £61.00 


Notflo^HusHra 


Royal Ciieua ,19^HoSBl- 

ChoB. Ednbu^. 

Lothian. EH3 6IL 
0131220 5000 £84.00 
Jte*-May _ 

This Gtof centre hofati B wilhn aaiBiv^ 
ing dBiartce of tanoes Street and has 
8 cosy steak house wtth a wide arxl . 

varied menu. 


Harbour Ugits 
Garve Ffoad, Ufiapod, 

Ross-shire, W26 2SX 

01854612222 From£60.00 

JarvMsy „ 

ThB triovdly; and comfortable *tnme 
from home" owrlooks t he defi ghttU 
Loch aoom and senes nadtond Sntt- 
ttshcoim. 

D ui h y iltire 

Charies Cotton 
Hartinglion, Knion. 

Derbyshire. SK17 OAL 
01298 84229 £60.00 
Jan-May 

This ^Alaga hold offers fog fires, good 
food and real ales and welcomes chi' 
dren and pels. 


Hundey Arms Hotel 
CtiariesBown Road.Aboyne, 

ROy^ OeesWe. AB34 5HS - 
01339B86101 £35.00 j- 

JatvApifi 

Thisi-GigiiandhoteLhasasauna,so- 
ianum and raaelerttirtibnnal dning with 
Scoctt^ specialities. 


AHt-Man-Ros Hotel 
Onich, Fort wnfem, 

Higiland. PH33 6RY - 

01855821210 £75.00 
Jan-May ‘ 

This ochgda country hotae hteeLhs 
spectacular mounts v kaw rend ifa 


produce. 


VictoriaHold 

Newnham On Severn, Fbtaat Of Dean, 
Qtoucesteishire, GL14 lAD . 

01594 516221 £60.00 
Jan-May enc 11-17 Match 
This 17th-cantury coaching Irm locat- 
ed in a picturesque vittage offera log . 
fires and ttatWtonel cooking. 


Alteidaie Court 
Marketplace, Oockermoutet 
Cumbria. CA13 9NQ 
01900 823654 £544)0 
Jan-May 

ThB quaint, period hotel in a charm- 
ing tiBket town has oak faeenB, 
ly staff and an elegant restauaiti; . 
serving En^shReneh and ItaGancui-'. 
sine. 


Struan House 
CarnGrid^ 

Invemess-ahlre, PH23 3AS 
01479814242 £45.00 
Jan-May 

This fa m B ymjncounttyhotelisanlde- 
rt base for a Hlgfand break and a teste 
of tiaditionte Scottish cooMr«p 


Wtehingnraugh Hafl Cointly House 
Hotel 

Church Ml. Wdshlngioreugv Ltoooln 

Uncoltishire LN4 18E 
01522 790340 £72.00 - 

Jan-May ‘ 

This hotN, set In private gounds and - 
doseiothe cathedral, has an etagi r tt 
tfning room vrith Adam fireplaoe. . 


Afireds Hotel 
^Hjrdington, ChsKenham 
Gfo iM iirilPi'Jiiin, GL51 5XA 
01242 862498 £67.00 
Jan-May aw 10-17 March 
Sre in three acres of grounds, the ho- 
tel is an ideal base fbr erglaring Ch^ 
tenham, Gtouoester and the Octewlds. 


Lovat AntB Hotel 
Beaitiy; Nr Irwemees 

Scotl a nd, IV4 TBS 
01463 782313 £74.00 
Jan-May 

A stylish Listed buMng, the hotel of- 
fers gore comfort and serves tradi- 
tionally produced beef, lamb and, wHd 
venisan from the fomtty farm. 


Grouse AThlut 
Rlc^, Farr, tnvemass, 

Higtiand, M 2XD 

01808 521314 From £65.00 

Jan-May 

Ordinal stone-built steadtogs form 

tfds oounSy ton which offers QuBIsnSng 
views of Higilarxf scenery; 


FTeldhead Hdtrt 
tanuan Efoed, Looe 
Comwell FU3 20R 
01503 262689 £72.00 
Jan-Msy 

Setinl^acresandeveriookirigLooe.- 
Bay; the hotel offers. an intimate, can-, 
(lie-lit resteuarrt with breeth-taWng 
views. 


White Kart Hotel 
Morehamptonsteed, Devon 
TQ18NF £63.00 
01647 440406 
Jan-May 

The hiatorie Dartmoor ton, fetned for 
ttsTbvistocktreut, venison and steak 
& Mdney pies, is the ideal base fixr a 
wallang break. 


Glenflfats Hotel 
The Friars 
Jedburgi 
Rdxbughshite 
TD66BN 

01853 862000 £64.00 

Jan-May 

AkMfyffctgBihousaMitooNrrgjed- 
buigi wBih a leitoBd. cornfarteble. cart-' 


lERMSAHDCOIIDnm 

L fopattiflipattlnciur2Fbrlcffer 
yfflj eottect 4 dllferently niart- 

ie*ed ttkers and attach tiiOT tea 
voucher which wJ be printed on^ 

final day of the offer, Satu^r 20 
January along wUi a confiimaticn 
booktogfami. , 

2. ThevHJChsriTBybeiederenMte 

any participretog ^*^ !*? * ^ 

tued In Tte Independent *Bcaoty 

(pnrited on VMtalneeday 17 January) 

far one lieenlgit bed arid brea k- 

fag far two pwpte to a santerd wn 

or double bedded room when a see- 


vidnlgnrsbedendbiealfastBprs- 
puchased at the tariff IndicaBd. All 
Dices ^XNto are psMOom per 
3. Some hote^al the popnetws 
(p5Profjon, wri accept the voumer 

for loi^ stays on the same 2 For 
1 basis, so you ten stay for 4 
niitotsfarthepocecf2feftearn- 

X pgese check wrth your chosen 
hSfil wtieri rnaktog iBur bookmg. 

4 The voucher does not cover pa;^ 
rJSttforanyothrejne^v^ 
ihat may I* requested te the how- 


be arattable at the hotel. 

5, One chHd, under the of 12 
vears at the one of bookmg and 
'sharings room wrtii two adults win 
be accommodated free of chaigs 
but an meals, toduang txeMast. 
win be chargsatiie. 

0, Thedesenpixinsandpneteeen- 
i^ned to tire after haB been sup- 
pBad by pretreipattog hotoL While 
etoyeffenhasbeenmadetoan- 
gmefheaaccuracyprxrtopubliea- 
ijgn. nc KaporsUity con be tsMen 
twNevePPPto'Pubhshngpie.Char- 
tenrouse ncmotioiB or Minoiel lor 


any enoc w changes that 

may take place alteiwwds wniKXJt 
notiea. fou are theftobiB advised to 
chert an i ctawrt datate wiffi ycu 
chosen Intel pdu to mateng a leser- 
vBtron. 

7. No txxiktogs will be accepted tor 
Bank Hentey pertods. 

8. All booking must be made no 
more than sti weeta in adrenca of 
your pmposed date of amvai. 

9. vouchers are vaHd unbi 31 May; 
1996. 

10. Vbuemrs must be Burrendered on 
arrival at the hotel and can be used 


on one oeeaslen only; 

11. Rmncopies of tohena and the 
voucher are not a cceptable. 

bookdm PROcaiinE 

1. All booMngs must be made by IMe- 
phone dhm with each tortridual 
hotel CaOeis mat Kfendb' them- 
selves Rnmedtauiy as tndapendem 
2 For 1 Voucher Hotaers' as some 
hotels may have standard or superi- 
or roona re ncxmai rates when thrt 
allocation at 2 Rir 1 rooms Is fuL 

2. AH boredngs must be pre-paid and 
reservations can be conflimed over 


the telephone by credit card holders 
at most hotels. 

3. Vbucherhoiderevvishihgtepayby 
other methods can male a provi- 
sional bootang ty phone wiuch the 
hotel wg keep open for 48 hours 
pending receipt of the Gonfiimattan 
booking fomt and payment which 
wiU be acknowtedgsd by the hotel 
on the day It B rseeived. K you do 
not raoeive such an actavretedge- 
mere within seven days, you ate 
advaed to contact the hotel. 

13. Fteyments are nen-refondabie and 
cancellations or rxi-shaws win ren- 


der the vQuehar invafid and the 
holder Sable for payment in foil for 

each night booked, meiiiding ttiosa 
previously oflbred ftee. 
14.Allbooki^madeuniferthispn>- 
moDon ate BubieatB SNsUabiiRy 
and to the setocted hrteta oivn 
Tbrms and Conditions, e xurpt where 
those CondiikxB mpy dittte from 
these In which case th^ CondF 
twns shaB ptavaB. 

tar queries caff Mtootete on 012S3 
292000 or O ia rt Bf fw u se ftomo- 
tfans on 0U6 247774a 


.JllAJh 
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Mrs Dole replaces Hillary in spotlight 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

As Hillary Climon ponders 
whether to submit to a Senate 
griJling lo tiy to rid herself of 
the Whitewater affair, oddW 
siinilar aUegatioos of financi^ 
favoiiritisni and cronyism are 
beii^ raised against the woman 

who rauld replace her as First 
Lady if the Republicans win the 
White House in November. 

In substance if not style, Eliz- 
abeth Hanford Dole, wife of 


Senator Bob Dole, the only 
woman to have held different 
Lnbmet posts in separate ad« 
m^trations, is as redoubtable 
a fj^e as Mrs Clinton. Cur- 
^ American 
Red Cros^ she vows to contin- 
^ Jtushand is 
“ SO, she become what 
wen Mis QiDtOD has not fl ared 
to be: the first Fust Lady to have 
combined that job with an out" 
side career. But like Mre Qin- 
ton. she could be dog^ by 
business dealings fiom me pasL 


The controvert revolves 
around David Owen, for 20 
years one of Senator Dole’s 
closest political operatives in 
Kansas before he was ooovicl- 
ed of tax fraud. Rn- much of that 

period be mana^ Mrs Dole's 
assets, which had been placed 
in a blind trust vriiile she served 
in govemmenL 
According to the New 
Ybrker, Mrs Dole may have 
been given specia] treatment on 
several occasions. They mvolve 
the recoveiy with interest of a 


S250,000 (£160,000) loan lo an 
Owen company whose ^ure 
cost other investors dear, the 
purchase the trust of shares 
in an insurance company which 
benefited from tax laws of 

which Senator Dole was a 
prime instigator, and a veal es- 
tate deal involvijqg a compare 
that had been awarded a 
lucrative affinnative-actioD coiy 
tract thanks to the S«iau)r. 

The Owen case briefiy 
swirled during Mr Dole*s last 
bid for the presidency in 1^8. 


But it disappeared after his 
decisive defeat by Geotgt Bush 
in the New Hampshire prima- 
ly that year. This dmc Mr I^le 
is a strong favourite, and is per- 
haps more vulnerable to alle- 
gations M influence-peddling 
and conflict of interest, which 
echo tbo^ againsr the Clinions 
in Arkansas ID the 1980s. 

The barges are denied by 
Mrs Dole. But Mr Owen, re- 
cently freed after serving a 12- 
month jail term, tells the New 
ybrker that he was “fed to the 


wotves” by Senator Dole during 
tbe 1988 campaign. He was a 
’’poHiica] vkthn’’, wliose life had 
been “mined by politics”. 

The words could have be e n 
uttered by Jhn McDougak Uie 
Gintons’ partner in tbe White- 
water land venture and owher 
of the failed Madison Onaian- 
ty Bank who is under hufidment 
in Arkansas, insistmg that be (Sd 
nothing wrong. 

Mr McDougal's protestaticxis 
have only fueUed the Republi- 
cans’ pursuit of Mrs Clniton. 


Yesterday, the Senate White- 
water committee began a nw 
round of hearings, while the 
Fnst Lady made her deared of- 
fer so far to testify in person, if 
it would clear her name. 

“1 wfl] ^ whatever it takes to 
coKiperate,” Mis Qinton said, 
at tbe launch of her book m 
cfaildrea's welfare, A TbhesA Wf- 
Atge, although it would be “abrt 
like having your teeth drilled'*. 
If she does undergo the ordeaL 

Mis Dole may be an unexpect- 
edfy ^npathetic spectator. 


urthqmke anniversaiY; Lack of vision and the might of big business have thwarted attempts to buiid a city for the peopie 


RICHARD LLOYD nuiRY 

Kobe 

“By tbe summer, after the dust 
had settled," says Hiroaki 
Kimura. the aidiitect, “some of 
us began lo think that, after afl 
the suffering, this was an op- 
portum'ty to create something 
really new and spedal. T^sople 
made drawings and models and 
presemed them to the city. No 
interesL Frustration. tHk was 
a great chance, and we lost it" 

P^Ie in ^ Kimura's pro- 
fession learned a lot from the 
Kobe earthquake, one year ago 
this oxxnii^ but tbe starkest 
>Cfn of all was that noboefy 
nuch attenticM) to architects. 
The practical lesscms of the 6300 
Jeaths - 85 per ooit of them fiom 
x^apstng buildings and the fires 
bat tore through them - wOl 
'.ever be forgotten. 

The traditional wooden 
f jpanese houses, for instance, 
tith heavy tiled roo& which 
rrushed and then traj^d their 
nbabitants, have bec^e un- 
hinkable since 1 7 January 19^, 
IS designers conttntrate on 
ight. flexible stnictures vdth 
lasernents which, as the engi- 
leering post-mortems show, 
fen surprisingly effective at 
bsorbing shock. 

But the imaginative wkiDs of 
be architects were ignored. 
:ven the designs of an inter- 


nationally famous name KL-e 
*&idao Ando cut no ice with tbe 
city migineers, whose “Phoemx 
Flu” to reconstruct the 215JXX) 
buildings rendered uninhabit- 
able by the quake, plifys de- 
pressingly safe. “Just more 
h^-rises,” Mr IffroakL 
“No visioa, <M' idea of the future, 
just the same old tfamg.** 

There are jMisuasive argu- 
ments for caution in rebuilding 
the strongest of which is 
ladt of money, 'fotal dama£e 
fiom the .quake totals $99bo 
(£64bn); after subsidies from 
central gc^nu&ent, tbe dfy is 
aiU hovering dangeiou^ di^ 
to losolveiicjr. Even with arebi- 
tects such as Mr Hiroaki offer- 
ing their services f^, few 
people were in the mood fix' tbe 
dre^ of fan^ architects. 

But recent months have seen 
a ^owi^ view that diere is 
more to post^ua^ Kobe than 
lack of imagination. Critics of 
thelocalgavemmenlseeacofi- 
theoiy - to lecreate the 
afy in the image doored by bu- 
reaucrats and busmess. 

Since the inid-i960s tbe dfy 
has gained a leputadcxi as Kobe 
Inc, aggressively drewing in 
investment wfifa a series of bold 
restnicturingjdans fliat love all 
but mped out the edd 19th^oen- 
tuiy p^ A famous sdieme to 
“move the mouittain to the sea” 
came to a triunpham bonchision 


iv.---. 












Home sweet home: A family standir^ in front of their newty rebuiK house in Kobe this weak 






Photograph: Katsumi Kasahara/AP 


with the completion of Port B- 
land - a purpose-built dfy, 
constructed on imUions of tom 
of rode ferried out into the hfy. 
Tbe oofy space left for new de- 
velopmCTt was the old reriden- 
tial neig^ibouriioods in Kobe 


itself “Ibete is no doubt that the 
dfy has capiiali^ on the dis- 
aster to achieve what it had not 
been able to do before because 
of stiff reristance." said this 
week’s Asafu Evening Newr. 
“Gfy officials smaply di^ out tbe 


old blueprints, dusted them off 
and made some modificalions to 
add the big high-rises.” 

Japan's construction industry 
is notorious for its close rela- 
tionship with politidatts and bu- 
reaucrats on one side and, on 


tbe other, tbe crime syhdicsies 
who mobilise its workers. *1116 
contracts being handed out by 
tbe local government repre- 
sent the juidest political honey 
pot since thepost-war recon- 
struciicm. “The new Kobe,** 


says Hiroaki Kjmura, “will be a 
dfy built Ify men looki^ at 
maps on tables, and men m he- 
licopters looking from tbe 
You can’t design a happy city 
like that: you've got to start on 
tbe ground, where tbe life is." 


Woman’s 
plea to 
die is 
rejected 


JOHN CARUN 

V\^ington 

Guinevere Garcia’s hopes of 
death by the executioner's 
needle were dashed by the 
Governor of Illinois yesterday 
when he commuted her sen- 
tence to life imprisonmenL 

Governor Jim Edgar exer- 
cised his legal prero^tive to 
overturn a darision tal^ by the 
Illinois judiciary, and later by 
Garda herself, less than 24 
bouis before the death sentence 
- for murder - was scheduled 
to be carried out. 

The pardon was a victory for 
Amnesty International and oth- 
er humw rights groups which 
have been battling to deprive 
Garda, a lifelong victim of 
atiodous sexual abuse and bat- 
tery, of her wish to die. At a 
Prison Review Board hearing 
last Tbursdw Garcia, who mur- 
dered her husband in 1991, 
said in a statement tape-record- 
ed in her prison cell that those 
who were petitioning for 
clemency on her behalf should 
stop interfering. 

“Stay out of my case. Slay out 
of my life," she said. “I com- 
mitted this crime ... 1 am com- 
petent lo waive my right to 
appe^" 

In makir^ his decision yes- 
terday,Mr&igar said “It is not 
the state's responsibillfy to ear- 
ly out the wishes of a defen- 
dant”. 

“Guinevere Garcia should 
never be free again," the gov- 
ernor said in a statement, “but 
1 have conduded that the pun- 
fihmenl decreed for her was not 
fypical." 

The extenuating circum- 
stances in Garda's life which the 
governor identifled but the 
courts failed to detect induded: 
her mother’s suicide when she 
was 18 months oldrape by an 
unde between the ages of 6 and 
11: gang-rape at the hands of 
fiw teenage boys when she was 
14: gping into prostitution when 
she was 15; and a vision of life 
as so desperate and cruel that 
when she was 17 she suffocat- 
ed her new-born baby girl in 
what she saw as an act of mer- 
cy. After 10 years in jail for the 
child's murder she married 
George Garda, who perpetu- 
ated a pattern of brutal abuse 
against her until she shot him. 


Indian MPs face graft trial 


IM MCGIRK 

!ew Delhi 

e\'en senior Indian opposi- 
on politicians were chaieged 
ith corruption yesteid^ for al- 
;gedfy taking pay-o& fiom a 
ione}'<banging racket. Inves- 
gato'is also want to prosecute 
tree cabinet ministers and 
ave asked the President, 
hankar Oayal Sharma, to 
aK-e their immunify. 


1 April, the scandal has caused 
sensation. Among those im- 
licat^ are leathi^ rivals of the 
rime Minister, Narasimha 
.ao, both within his Congress 
arty and in the opposition, 
he}’ include Lai Krishna Ad- 
anL leader of tbe main oppo- 
rion group, the right-wmg 
lindu Bharatiya Janata Parfy 


(BJP), Devi Lai, an ex-de{Kify 
prime minister in the left-wing 
fbnner Janata Dal govenunenL 
and Aijun Sin^ who recentfy 
broke away fiom the Congress 
parfy ^erqumrellmg with Mr 
Rao. The mnrisleis whose {xos- 
ecution is sou^t are viewed 
within Congress as Mr Rao’s 
possible diaOengers. 

They are Madbav Rao Sdn- 
dSa, the Human Resources hffn- 
ister, Bajram Jalfliar, 


r.i.'jiLniii 




seat to fi^t the aocusatioos. He 
aoensed the Prime Minister of 
leveOh^ the diaiges to sabotage 
the BJP’s chances in the elec- 
tion. Polls indicate that the 
BJP could deny Congr^ its 
majorify. “Mr Rao is tiying to 
scuttle 'the BJP’s |xopbsal to 
mate corruption an issue in the 
electicms,’’ he said. 

Tbe pohtiriaos are accused of 
taldng bribes fiom a family of 
powmftti indnstxiaiists, the 


tigators found a diary wufa de- 
tiuls of pay-ofEs amounting to 
more than £I13m allegedly 
made between l^andl991to 
the country’s top politicians 
and bureaucrats. But the diary 
did not ^ve the culprits' names, 
only their initials. 

ff collected, the politicians 
face up to five ye^'jafl, police 
investigators said. Left-wing 
and opposition parties are de- 
mandmg the resignation of all 
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Sbukla. ParfiamentaiT Affairs 
Minister. Mr Sdiufia osmissed 
the allegatkms as “a con- 
temptible attempt to tarnish tire 
repulatioa of an honest man”. 
Detectives said up to 18 other 
pe^tidans and semor bureau- 
crats could be charged. ' 

Mr Advani yesterday re- 
signed fixnn his pariiamentaiy 


nxxiey-diaogiDg racto befiire 
In^’s 1992 economic refonns 
made the system obsolete. 

The industrialists w’ere 
diaiged in 1992 with launder- 
ing undeclared “black" money 
into foreagn currency for beffy 
cominisaoos, payii^ pofitkians 
and bureaucrats' to look away. 

In raids on tte Jains, im^ 


Altbou^ the mvestigation 
mto the money-changing rack- 
et has dragged'on tor years, po- 
litical (Aiserveis in New 
said it was likely that the ftime 
Mhuster had roanipalated tbe 

timw^ nfth^ rhaTgWigpamq hrs 

rivab in order to d^b their 
hop« of unseating him in the 
A|^ election. 
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A dv ert i sement 


Ho w to become a 
proofreader 

vTbevor Norwood pnblishing industry and Ae 


China puts the 
blinkers on news 


u; System Specitication 
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by Tbewor Norwood 

>0 vou envy pet^Ie who love 
leir jobs? I did too. so a few 
ears ago 1 looked for a way 
3 combine ray love of books 
.ith the need to earn a living. I 
.'as a succttsful sales manager, 
0 1 needed something chat 
aid well. 

discovered that every year 
lousands of new titl^ are 
roofiead and copy-edited by 
*eelances working from home 
troughout the country. 1 also 
iscovered that neither a quali- 
caiion in publishing nor a {xib- 
shing b^ground was neces- 
uy to become a freelance, 
b^y I eamover£20,000ayear 
- s a freelance proofreader and 
op>'-editor, and 1 love eveiy 
linuie of it. My only problem 
ow is deciding which assign- 
lenLs to accept since I am legu- 
iriy offered more work than 
can cope whh. 

ounds simple, doesn’t it? WbU. 

wasn’t! 1 had to do a lot of 
rsearch on tin way. identifyii^ 
ocemial sources of work... 
earning the language of pub- 
Tshing jarson... discovering 
trough trim and error tbe best 
'ay tonuceed... and, hardest 
f oil, now to break into the 
•'arid of freelancing. 

'low you can learn ftom my 
ijcperience land my mi^akes) 
ii a new publicaikxi; ^Fredaaee 
fw fie atBt^mdCap y edilitig / 
manuu provide a el^ 
rtd concise overview of tbe 


pnblishing indusoy and 
freelanced role in it, CM^ier 
with a series of fauit-rading 
exescises with precise answers 
arid exiflanations tiiat provide 
all you need to complete 
straightforward proofreading 
assigiHneQts. 

A list of 101 potential dieots 
and their addresses is also 
included, and my siep-by-stq) 
advice will enable you to 
a jyroach diem with confidence 
and "layimiM youT cliances 
of success. 

With this Tnmiifll as your guide, 
you too can enjoy a grNifying 
and rewardiiig treelaoce career 
in publishing, ftooft ea dtng is 
particularly rewarding, as is 
om-edStii^ What!ssxxe;you 
wffl savet^ and money by 
av’oiding the mistakes coade 
most beginnera - mysdf in- 
cluded^ tbe time. 

To order your copy of *Free- 

laneePnqfi'ea£mgeaidCop!f’ 
Mfftifig* srad your same, add- 
ress, book title and your pay- 
ment (dieqne or VaafAecess 
witii exp. dare) of £] 5 inclusriv 
of postage and kaadBxg to 
CarneD pic. Dept CE23. 
Abesfixd. or. Cbicfae^ Essex 
C07 SAP or Mepbone tbdr 
24 boar hotSiie on 0120^ 
825600 (qaeCittgD^ code), 
allowing im to 14 days for 
deiiveiy. ra may letunr the 
manual anytime withm tbee 
months for a full re- 
fond if not satisfied. 


TERESA POOLE 

PeMng 

Qtinayestetday said it was tak- 
ing ccxitid of the dteemination 
of ^ foreign economic news 
within tile countiy. The regu- 
lations appear to permit it to 
censor airi delay siu news and 
aUows it to poiush providers of 
foreign economic mfonnation 
who release mfonnation which 
“slanders or jeopardises the 
n ational mteresis of China'*. 

The State Counefl circular 
also Diakes the official Xinhua 
news agenm* the all-pawerful 
regulator in an increasingiy 
profit^Ie business sector. The 
new rules give TSnhua author- 
ity to set sutecrqKkm rates, 
and presumably to take its dice 
of revenoes. It abeaify' ocxi- 
trols dissemination of news 
agency wire services witirm Chi- 
na. fir instance from Reuters 
. and Associated Press, and ke^ 
half the revenue earned from 
domestic customers. 

By targeting ectmomic news, 
h is'taki^ control of a poten- 
tialh' moA more profitable 
business. The main fore^n 
cmnpaaies flowproridi^ eco- 
nomic mfonnation wiihin Chi- 
na are Reuters, AF-Dow Jones 
^&l«aie. and Bkwmbeig. 

“The purpose of fflak^ She 
move is to safi^uard the state 
sovere^fy', protect the legal 


r^ts and interests of the Chi- 
nese economic-information 
users and promote the healthy 
development of the coontr/s 
undertakiiig of economic in- 
fimnation," the State Council 
said. 

All Chinese organisations 
and departments ^ be for- 
bidden to purchase economic 
information <^ecti>' from for- 
wire services and will m- 
stead have to bify it through 
Xinhaa. Econonuc informa- 
tion. wliich can have a direct ef- 
fect on China's fledgeling 
financial markets, is often con- 
sidered by the govenimem to be 
even more sensitive than foreign 
news reporups about Qiina. 

Reuters said the rules could 
have ‘'serious e<fl;orial inqili- 
catioiis”. Xinhua will snper^ 
the sale of economic informa- 
ti<m (xovided by foreign news 
services; news providers wiU 
teve to register and be ap- 
{xoved bv' Xinhua and China 
will “examine and approve" 
the “varieties of their econom- 
ic informatioo". 

The OTder also allows Xinhim 
10 punish forei^ economic 
news providers "if Iheir re- 
leased informsiioo to Chinese 
osers contains anvthing forbid- 
den by Chined la^'s 
relations, or slandert or jeo- 
pardises tbe national interests 
of China". 
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Lord 

McFadzean 


Koighted ^ Macmillaa, enno- His greatest 
bled by mlson, created a to leave C 


,1 ,7» I ^ ™ rw) 


Queen, W illiam Hunter Mc- 
^adzean was one of the heavy- 
weight British businessinen of 
the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s. 

bi 1966« Harold Wilson as 
Prime Mixiister wanted to give 
every public g'gn both of pro- 
moting meritocrats, and send- 
ing magnanimous gestures to 
captains of industry and olive 
branches to the of London. 

No one fitted his bul better than 
the canny Scots lad o' pains 
WQliam McEsdzean. ¥oison 
adored dioosing people for the 
Lords. you see Fve cre- 
ated a great S>c^ iN^emanJ'’ 
he sairfto Judith and my- 
self one n^t in the voting lob- 
by. He was pleased as F^ch. 


his ndileman was also the diair- 
man of the biggest employer in 
the Huytoo constituency, 
British Insulated Callender's 
Cables, and had been a persond 
fiiend on a constitueiicy basis 
for many years. But it was a per- 
spicacious dioice by the Prune 
htinister. it was justified. 




McFadasan: doiit 

Mcl^dzean was a mixture of 
formidable businessman of fe- 
Fodous dt^e and rasping Scot- 
tish accent, and a man of 
genuine hui^ty with an abili- 
ty, often found m Srats, to mix 
easily in England. I knew him 
as a great encourager of 
)^ager people, not least tho^ 
like me about whose political 
views he had marry qualms. 

McFhdz^ was the son of a 
travelling instructor in cheese- 
making went firom farm to 
form in the area of the Solway 
gmng farmers his expertise. 
Cheesemaking was far from 
the automatic process it is to- 
day. Zn that area of south-west 
Scotland the huge amounts of 
milk produced tom wonderful 
pasture could not be drunk 
fresh, and in the years before die 
establishment of creameries it 
was important that individual 
farms should be able to make 
their own cheese and butter. 
McFadzean’s father died in 
1 918 when Wrliiam was 14. But 
he often returned to Garthland 
and bis brother's family. 

Encouraged by teachers at 
Stranraer in the way that Scot- 
tish dominies would do their 
very best for their talented 
pu^, McE^dzean was sent to 
the Hi^ Sdiool of Glasgow and 
on to do accountaiuy at Glas- 
gow University. He distin- 
guished hims elf as a hockey 
player and shined in the Glas- 
gow Western hockey team. 
Hockey - an ux^amorous sport 
in Bntain - was to get his 
support for the rest of bis life. 

He joined the Glasgow ac- 
countants McLay, McAllister 
and McGibbon, ‘'^e three 
as they were widefy known, in 
1922. They ^ve fiw years' 

rigorous training and entry to 
the equally rigorous Glasgow 
aocoimtanls Cbalmers, \^^de & 
Cqmpai^. It was at the end of 
this period that he married 
Eileen, daughter of Arthur 
Gordon of Blundellsands, i^o 
was to be his constant support 
for over 62 years. 


bles as their accountant He rose 

steadily to become financial 
seeretaiy in 1937 ai^ executive 
manager in 1942, {riaying an im- 
portant role in jmtish war pro- 
duction. At the end of the war 
there was an amateamatkm be- 
tween British Insulated Cables 
and CaDeodef's Cai^ and 
struction Con^saiiy. McEbdzean 
was appointed to the board as 
executive director and became 
deputy chairman in 1947 ^ nd 
duef executive director in 1950. 
No man played a greater part 
in buildi^ up BICC to be one 
of Britain’s most successftii 
companies and rated on a 
worid^de bass. 

McFadzean's intere^ in the 


him a key member, too. of the 
main board of the National 
Nuclear Coiporation in the 
19^ and a d^ty chairman of 
RFZ . By this time be bad de- 
veloped enormous dout. He 
was a former President of the 
Federation of British Indus- 
tries (1959-61). He had been 
diainnan of the inAnatria) ped- 
eratioDS of the European Free 
Ihkde Area in the esuty 1960s 
and a founder of the E^»rt 
CouncQ for Europe. About an- 
other free trade area, the North 
Atlantic Free Unde Area and 
the special relationshm with ' 
Cana^ and the United States i 
McFadzean said: 

Bniotknial^ this must appeal lo us 
with so ma^ of our kith and in 
these counuies and widi almost a 
common iangnag>» between us but 
this, too, is not reaibtic. Certah^ 
from nw frequent visits to CanaAn 
and the States I cannot find ^ real 
desire for sudi a relatkmshq) exist- 
ing politicafly or economically. It 
ct^d only 1^ gradually to domi- 
nation, to our being the Slst State. 

1 am ^ fm partnerdiip; but I am 
fundamentaJfy against duminatiofl. 

Posribhr that was why he was 
such a ^terroined European. 

In 30 years' membersh^ of 
the House of Lords he took five 
years before making his maid- 
en speech; and it was his oofr' 
speech. Scarcely ever can one 
speech have been more we^w. 
It was on 26 July 1971, in 
the cnidaj debate on entry into 
the European Communi^. 
McFadzean ended movingly 

1 first came into national life at the 
time of Messina and t witnessed then 
the tragedy of Britain not paitic- 
inating m the talks that led to the 
Treaty of Rome, t subseqaently 
watched at dose quartets the incep- 
tion and development of the Com- 
mon Market Of course it has had. 
and will continue to have, its prob- 
lems. But it is an inspoing conoep- 
UoD aiKl has aduevedmua not only 
eoDDominlly bul in so maiw other 
9ntm as for example the deoicatioD 
onis p^Ie. How maiq^ European 
mdustriali^ . . . were finghieoM to 
death when their oounoy johied it but 
v^ todOT thank God they cUd? b win 
in time Mtii, [ am confident, all its 
h^ objectives. 

When I asked one of his col- 
leagues in die Midland Bmik, of 
wbidi he was deputy chmnnan 
tom 1968 to 1977, what he 
thought McFadzean’s contri- 
bution had been he replied la- 
conicaily, "Visioa’'. I^cFadrean 
was a man of judgement who 
turned out to be ri^t far more 
often than most in pubUc life. 

Ihm Dalyell 

WUliam Hunter McFadzean, 
businessman: bom Stranraer, 
Wlffownduie I7Decmberl9^; 
managi^ director, BICC 1954- 
61, dwiman 1954-73, honorary 
president 1973; President, Fed- 
eradan of British Industries 2959- 
61; director. Midland Bank 
1959-81, depu^chidrman 1968- 
77; Kt 1960: created 1966 Baron 
McFddzesin; KT 1976: married 
1933 Eileen Gordon (one son, 
one daughter, and one adopted 
dai^oer deceased); died Bath 24 
January 1996. 
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I of his craft 


fmif can new equal: Rlicloiigh's evocative eteMfig lunch at TbreeOo, 1979 

Wilfred Fairclough 


Wilfred Faitdou; 
gularly gifted am 


1 was a sin- 
detennined 


man and artisL Onlv in 1994, 
when he was 87, did ^ age be- 
gin to overtake him. He had 
worked harder since be retired 
from the Kingston Polytechnic 
in 1972 than most people do in 
their working liv^ What he 
wanted to do above all things 
was to etch, and to make wa- 
tercolours. Year by year his 
work was sold at the Royal So- 
ciety of P^ter-Etchers, the 
\iifrteFColour Society and 
the Rqy^ Academy. 

Bomin 1907in ^cfcbuni, he 
overcame a tough early life to 
secure, in 1931, a place at the 
Royal CoU^ of Art There he 
was supetbty taught Ity Malcolm 
Ostxxne and RS. (B^) Austin. 
Throi^ those years of the De- 
pression, Ai^ou^ mastered 
his craft as a printnmker. In Jan- 
uary 1934 be was elected an as- 
soc^te of the Royal Society of 
Painter-Etchers and won the 
Efome Scholarsl^ m Ei^ravin^ 
"What a week," Austin ex- 
claimed. Thus, iriiile the print 
market was depressed. Fair- 
dough travelled and \vorked 
m Rome, and then in Spain 
on the eve of the dvil war. 

In 1938 he gained a job 
teaching at the Kingston Col- 
lege of Art (later the Kingston 


Deinxit wnson was (he lead- 
ing authority in the UK on dry 
fly fishing, particulaity in the 
chalk streams. The poet Ibd 
Hu^es wrote of 91filson's book 
Fishing the Dry Ffy (1957): 
**Wherever 1 open it nty ^e 
aborts cm a paragraph that is 
lightful to read, and that leads 
on irresistibly to the next 
paramph that is equally de- 
ughmil and that leads on 
irresistibly ... etc etc." 

He was born in Cologne in 
1924, where his father was serv- 
ing in the British army of 
occupation. He went to Win- 
chester College, where he ex- 
celled acadeinkally and learnt 
to fish on the coUe^ water on 
the Itchen, foUou^g in the 
steps of those giants of jfikimg 
literature Viscount GreyofFal- 
Jodon and G.RM. ^es. Leav- 
ing school in 1942, he joined the 
Kill’s Rjc^ Rifle Corps, in 
whi^ his distinguished fether 
Maj-Gen T.NJF. Wilson had 
also served. Dermot WUson 
was awarded the hGlitaiy Cross 
in North Wsst Europe for lead- 
ing a patrol behind the enemy 
lines. He later said, “I dkfo’t d^ 
serve it. 1 just got lost." He was 


R)ty). Before be was called up 
for war service in the RAE he 
worked for Arnold I^hner on 
l^ctadirig Britain, a nationwide 
survey to which he was one of 
the most prolific contiibutots, 
concentrating on the buildmgs 
of Peteisham, in Surrey. 

In 1942 be worked at RAF 
Medmenbam on models which 
were used for the Dambusteis* 
raid on the Moline dam; and be 
briefly served in India at the end 
of the war. Returning to Kings’ 
ton be eventually became, in 
1962, Principal of the College 
of Art, and then Assistant 
Director of the Kingston Poly- 
technic and Head of the Divi- 
sion of Design firom 1970 imtil 
19TZ. Although he took justifi- 
able pride in bis achievements 
as teacher and administrator, 
what mattered most to him 
was h£s own work, not only as 
an etcher but also as a water- 
colourist, a skill in whidi he was 
seif-tau^t, influenced by his 
admiration for J.M.W. Turner. 

All the time that he was. 
teaching Riiidougb had kept his 
interest in etchi^ alive, pro- 
ducing a plate every year, but 
after he retired he would com- 
plete as many as four each 
year. The long period of eclipse 
led on to an Indian summer. 
Ffoid 1972 ustD 1994 be pro- 


duced 69 etchings, nearly as 
maiQ' as he had done in the pre- 
vious 40 years. Ihese reveal a 
command of his craft wludi few, 
if any, can now equal. From his 
tradf^nal training, be was a 
master of the etchhig needle, 
the copper plate and the add 
b£^ He ooiud produce the ridi- 
est sensuous tone of blade, 
those velvety blacks whkh are 
sotypacalofnisworitat its best, 
contrasted with white tulle and 
every gradation in between. 

Fbr Wnice he had a parta> 
ular affection which rqilara his 
earlier love for Rone. There tire 
traffic bad prevented his sketch- 
ing in 1961, the year in wiuch 
be received a giwt from the 
Leverhulme Foundation. He 
spent tfam weeks in Venice 
sketching in the bean He drew 
on these sketches until the end 
of his workiDg life. 

His record of the dty is mas- 
terty, whether he is dqncting the 
cafes, bars or restaurants, 
scenes tom the Carnival, views 
of the dty and lagoon, or of con- 
certs in Che churches. Of his 
studies of restaurants none is 
more evocative than his Lunch 
at Tbrcello (1979), wliicfa cap- 
tures the flavour of the Locan- 
daC^maniaodthe island whidi 
lies, alluringly, outside. 

Those who visited Fairclough 


Dermot Wilson 


also mentioned in dispatches. 

After the war, he took the 
Forei^ Office exam, finishing 
top. ^t when he found he was 
required to learn Mandarin 
Qmese, and would ^pend more 
than half of his career overseas, 
he dedded against iL Instead, 
he joined the advertising ^ocy 
J. IK^ter Thompson. There, in 
1947, he met and married 
Ren6e Balsom, his siq^rt and 
mainstay for the next 49 years. 
He rose to become the youngert 
director of J. Whiter Thompson, 
at that time, at the age of 37. 

In 1968 he set up a mail- 
order tackle business, the first 
of its itiod, at Nether >^op, 
Hampshire, supplying a full 
range of fly-fis^g tackle. It 
gave an extraordinarily good 
service. If you ordered flies 
tom Deimot Wilson, they ar- 
rived in the post next day. The 
company grew to employ a 
staff of 14, many of them friends 
from his Greenjacket days. In 
1981, ili-he^th caused him to 
give up, and the business was 
sold to the US company Orvis, 
vdio still run it successfully. 

Dxy fly fishing te a delict art, 
and Wilson exemplified it. 



A dellcato art: Wilson fishing the dry fly on the ltdien 


Once, on the ^tshire Avon at 
Netton, 1 saw h^ kneel down 
and cast to a fish tucked in be- 
low the far bank. Using the 
finest and most delicate of tack- 
le - a No 2 line and a tiny dry 
fly - he landed the fly to the 
inch, just above the fish, which 
immediately took it. A few 
inches wrong, and the current 
would have dragged the fly 
away. It was a perfect piece of 
fishing, elegantly executed. 

w£on was for some years 
Chairman of the Anglers Co- 


operative Association, which 
combats pollution of the rivers. 
He set up the W^ter Resources 
Board of the Salmon and llout 
Association. He wrote for 
Country Life and the Field and 
was a popular lecturer at 
fishing gatherings. 

Sidney Vines 

Dermot NeerUuun Fumival Wil- 
soruf^fidtamarvbomColoffre 
1 June 1924; married 1947 
Bolsom (one son); died SaBdrury 
10 January 1996. 


professor . 

Howard P urnell 


ice of 






in his stndio would find an ex- 
hibition prepared on tus easds 
of recent etdni^ and water- 
colonrs. The latter mi^t be of 
Swftzedaad (K' the Lake Dsoict, 
or more recently, of Coife in 
Dorset, blue and autumnal, or 
a finally unfinished sketrii of St 
David’s in Pembiokeshire. He 
loved his escurskms with his 
wife, Joan Verncm-Ciyer, abo 
a watercolonrist of dirtinction, 
or with their son Michael, Ske , 
hiswifeMaty'MalencmaRome 
Scholar m Ei^iravz^ and a 
printmaker; or with their 
daughter Ceha, vriunn be paint- 
ed as ayoui^ student of ballet. 

Wllfr^ Fairclough was 
articulate. He wrote excellent 
letters. He never lost his Lan- 
e»tfrfan indepeod^ice and ont- 
^kenness. HewashoiqAable, 
go^ company, fiilty as cre- 
ative as he was hard-working, 
and has left an abundance of 
fi^-dass woric behind him. 

Zan Lowe 

warred Faircloudi. arii^ bom 
Bittckbum 13 June 1907; ARCA 
1933: ARE 1934, REl^Prin- 
c^aL IGngsten Cdlege of Alt 
I962-70;RWSl968;AssistaTaIX^ 
rector, Korean I\dyxechnic 1970- 
72; married 1936 Joan (jyer (one 
sen. <medaL^iier);£ed^ng^on- 
on-Thames SJamuav 1996. 


Sugden, ES- Dainton. and. 
G. FVirter. llpoa oRnptetion of 
his docionte in 19^ K was ap- ' 
point^ University Demon- 
strator, and from 1959 10 1965 
be held the p(»ts of Univeraty 
Lectiner in Pltyacal Gbemisby 
and Fellow and Director m 
Studies in the Natural Scienoes 



Swansea is he was Head 
of the Depaitoient QieixDSGy 
twice (1970^ and 198840) and 
^^ce-Princ^ of the cediege 
tom 1982 to 1985. 



.b^mnixi ft tzain journey from 
F^^etoo loSwao^'-^eFan 
mixisn^ protracted Soence , 
and Ei^u^rinjs R^aich 
Counefl meeting in Ltmdon. 

‘*l^staDcr^sciBnce,’'he - 
saki aith gisfo to fab fHIbw pas- 
senger, also a chemisL *Tf^ 
woe to gfre me a oodaaQ ofbr- 
ganic oonqipunds, conristing 
ofsome 50 distinct substances, ; 
1 could gnarmtee sqnuating ' 
them all- and telfing you what • 
tiieywere-innotinieatan.% - 
have optimised out chromalo- 1 ' 
grqihk: procednres beautifully." : 
"Dooer said his fellow : 
senger, vriio a few days earlier.: : 
ImcC as it happened, produced.' 




Purnell: *Lef s talk real sdenoe' 

In an ecUraonSnarilybuty^fife, 
Purnell held a record number 
of offices, maity of them very de- 
manding. He was founding 
rfiair man of the Gas Kinetics 
Discussion Grmip of tile Chem- 
ical Society, Vice-President of 
the I^d^ Onition of the 


of uie Royal institute of Gbem- 
istty.HosiTreasureraiKlCtiair- 
man of the International 
Committee of the Royal Soci- 
ety of Qiemistty. and C3iairm^ 
of the Ffeads of Dgra^ents of 
Chemistiy of the UK. 

As a yoi^ lecturer in 
Cardiffi canying hetwy teadiii^ 
loads. Purnell publi^ed com- 


of the Phase Rule. On arriving 
at Chmbric^ hitched, as he put 
it, to the w^on of a future No- 
bel prizevrinner, he took up 
frontier research in the kinet- 
ics of gas-phase reactions. Bnt 
he also ploi^ed his own 
furrow in m field of ^ chro- 
matography. Basicalty, chro- 
wala^^by depends 00 die 
distribution of desired sub- 
stances between two immiscfole 
jfeases. Its Ortons go back to the 
work of the Russian-It^an 
botanist KCcfael Tkwett, who in 
the 1910s sep^ted the prtaci- 
pal plant pigments si^ as 
carotene and cfalorc^hyD by 
passing them in solution in pe- 
troleum ether (hrcKigh a eoluxnn 
of powdered chalk. 

In 1952, A.X James and 
AJ.P. Martin published their 
seminal paper on gas-liquid 
chromatography - this eanied 
Martin a share of the Nobel 
Prize with RX.M. Synge later 
that year - and toe break- 
torou^ caught Purnell’s eye. 
He set about masteriug the 


by pasting certam alocmols over- 
a montmofffionite clay, f^unelf 
identified all the oompementsoi • 
the mixture: toe occurrence o; . . 
some of the constituents wa| 
quite uneqieaed. 

Subseqimnt work led to maM 
new discoveries; and BrUisk 
Petroleum, and then the EEC ' 
sufmited mxmelTs effort in tile 
fida for sevetal fruitful yeaii 

In paiaUel wito his sdentife 
and pedz^ogic work at Swans^ 
he buflt up the De p art me nt of 
Qieinistzytobecmeoftbebeti- 
balanced and fiveliest in the OC 
He attracted bai±JJHL Beyoaa 
tom a jHofessortii^ m PuitAie 
University to establish the 
worid-dass Rctyal Sticiety Re- 
search Unit in Mass .^ 1 ^- 
trometry. He made imaginative 
Aaff ^ipcdntments; he exp(^ 
his students to eminent sdeo- 
tists from indu^. 
denty idolised him. Severs! -ef , 
them became captains oiith 0 
dustxy,andoneofhBposiiioc- - 
astistantsjsnow Held of 
the C^bridgd UnivEisity 
Examination ^dicate. < 

{toward Pinneii had ■'^- 
eroshy of qiirit and was com- 
pletety devoid of malice. 
Fbcaose of his coJouzful.ch3r- 
acter and powers of rivid pre- 
sentation, he was a favotoite at 
mternational confereoca and 
fbnnal dfamers acquit^ an 
aura of extra emtementxtoM - 
it was known that he wsto .te--- ^ 
an afler-tfiimer ^akeror was 

te SDtoee^d . 
ideal <tf the Royal Society of .. 
Cbemistzy by one.of those - 

vei” undergradnates that 
pnnnpted his move to. Cam:'. ^ 
brid^ in 1952:PrDfesror E.W 
Abel, of Exeter Univdisity: 

- JoluMciir^IliHns -j 

John Howard flanell^chemu6- I 
bom Rhoruida 17 August 1925; I 
Lecturer, Unrwrsty, Coffeg ^: . . 
Cardiff 1947-52, Derhoa^atta. . - j 
1955^; Lecture Cambiidge _ ' 
Ururersity 1960-65; PrefiasoR 
University College cf Swansea ■■ 
1965-96 (Emeritus);CBE 2992; 
President, ^Royal Society of' 
Chertristty 1994-96: rhmM 1954. * 
Betty. Edwards (one sor^ otie 
daugfaer); died Swansea 12 
JarmaryJ996 


Bir^ 

Marriages 

&Deatihis 


BIRTHS 

BURNAB 7 .ATKINS; Oo 16 JanoaiT 
1996, to p«""« late Smith) ana 
Jolu^, in Ctq» Ibwn. South Africa, 
asoa. 

MORCAhfc On 14 Jamiaiy, to Duncan 
and Sarah, a daughter, Isabel Kate, 
a sister fbr Thomas and Beter. Wbl- 
oome Isabel, iove from oU in BQIer- 
icay. 

DEATHS 

BRIAUU) Dr Erie WJL Briault CBE. 
mncb-loved husband, faihez and 
aaadfiither, died peacefi^ on Sun- 
Srr 14 Jazmaty.Thankstivmgseinm 
Trinity Methodist 'Siorriagton, 
IIJD^ \lfediies(% 24 Jannaiy. En- 
uuiiies to C lUierbouse F/D. 0143S 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 





Ifac Sludal 41 ifee r«H AlWib M Ibe iHMnliao rt 
Oiil eadoRn- Uten 5 Wl 

Changing of the Guard 

TIe HoDMtaoMQNlil Momard ReUBoa owHIt 
isr Qaeca'* Lib Cnaid •! Ram c—f i i , I lam. 


Birthdstys 

Prince Sadniddm Aga Khan, Coo- 
sohant and Cfaarg6 de MisskMi to the 
Seaetaiy-Geiieral of the UN, 63; Mr 

Mtihammad All, fomier boxiag 
champion, 54; Sir John Boyd, am- 
bassador to Japan, 60; Mr Keith 
Cbegwin, lelevisioa and radio pre- 
senter, 39; Sir ^Gcbacl Qapbaoi, for- 
mer chairman. IMI and BPM 
Holding 84; Mr Christoph Ciab- 
bie, ambassador to Algeria, SO; Sir 
Meivyii levies, fonner High Court 
Judge, 78; Sir Edward Feimes^, pi- 
oneer of radar, 84; Miss Monica 
long, writer, 66; Mr Nefl Gamble, 
Headmaster, Exeter School, S3; MUe 
Fran^ise Hardy, singer and song- 
writer, 52; The Right Rev Nigel Mc- 

^iHnrfl rrf Sir 

Geotoey PatUe MP. 60; Professor 
wnHam Robertson, pathologist, 73; 
Mr Vidal Sassoon, hair styUst, 6& 
Ib^ Motia^^irer, fonner balleri- 
na, 70; Mr Richard Smethurst, 
Provost of Worcester College, 
ford, 55; Mr ^Ucon, West ^ 

dies cricket administrator, 70; Mte 

Gillian Whir, ooocert (Bganist, 55; Mr 
Paul Young, singet,40. 

Anniversaries 

Births: David Uoyd George, States- 
man, 1863; Sir Edtvard Montague 
Compton Mackenzie, oovdist, 1883; 
Al Capmie, gangster, 1899; Nevfl 
Sbute (Norway), novelist, 1899. 
Deaths: JeafrAn^nte Dominkiue In- 
gres, painier, 1867; Adiniial Sr HeiH 
ly K^pel, sailor and writer, 1904. On 


tois the P^>al See was removed 
from Avignon to Rnne, 1377; Cap- 
tain Cook’s ship, Resohition was the 
first to Cross the Antarctic Circle, 
1773; Robert Fhlom Scott reached 
the South Rile, 1912. Tbday is the 
Feast Day of St Antony the Abbot, 
St Genolf or Oenou, St Julian Sabas. 
St Richimir, St Sahtnus of Fjacenza, 
Saints Speustppus, Eleuappus and 
Meleua)^ and Si Sulpi^ n or 
Sulpioe of Bourges. 

Lectures 

Royal Sodety (Michael Ivaday 
Award Lecture), London SWi: Pio- 
fessor L Stewart, “Mathematical 
Goes to Nature's Secrets", 5.30pm. 

Luncheons 
London Insurance and 
Rdnaranee Malta Assodatioa 
Vbcoimi Chelmsford was the goest 
of honour at a Itumheoo held ye^ 
terday to celebrate the fifth an- 
niversaty of (ho erearion of (be 
London Insurance and Reinsurance 
Madtet Association at the Mansion 
House, London EC4, by permission 
of the L^ Mayor of London, Mr 
John Chalstrqr. Mr Philip MaicelL 
Chaiimao, prmided. The Lord May- 
or and bta M^e-Louisc Rossi, 
Clnef Executive, also spoke. Among 
otbospresemwereMrKennetbAy- 
eiS,SheriffoftbeQiy of London. Mr 

Peter Broofe MR Baroness Turner 
of Qn n < len and Sir Brian Peaisc. 
cfaainnan of British Invisibles. 


Care order for ciiild at risk must be based on fects 



Re H (uinors); Honse cpf Lords 
(Lord Goff of Cbieveley, Lord 
Browne-WDkioson, Lord MustiU, 
Lord Lloyd of Berwick and Lord 
Mdiofls of Btrkeniiead); 

14 Deoamber 1995 

A care order under section 
31(2)(a) of the Cadres Act 
19^ could be made only iL on 
the basis of facts and not su^ 
pimon, tbe court ooocluded on 
the balance of probatrility that 
tile child was suffering hmrm or 
there was a reaJ possibility of 
such barm. 

The House of tords (Lord 
Browne-Wnidnson and uird 
Lfoyd digesting) dismhsed an 
appeal the local authority 
firem the Court of Appeal's dis- 
missal ({1995J 1 ^ 643) of the 
local authority's appem from 
Judge Daridson QC's decsion 
that he had no jurisdiction to 
make a care order. 

Section 31(2) of tbe Children 
Act 1989 prorides: “A court 
may onty make a care order or 
supervision order if it is satis- 
fied (a) that the child concerned 
is suffering, or is likely to 
suffer, significant harm . . ." 


In 1993 D stated she had 
been sexually abused by her 
stepfether. She was accommo- 
dated with foster parents and 
interim care orders were made 
in respect of her sister and two 
stepsisters. In 1994 the stepfa- 
ther was acquitted of four 
counts of rape of O. However 
toe local authority applied for 
care ordets in respect of D's sis- 
ler and two stepsisteis. Its case 
was based solcty on the allied 
sexual abuse of D by her step- 
father. Judge Davidson QC 
dismissed the application since 
he could not be sure to the req- 
uisite high standard of proof 
that D's allegations were true, 
and although he was not im- 
pressed by the evidence of the 
stepfather or the mother, and 
was prepared to hold there was 
a real possibility that D's 
evidence was true. 

James Munby QC (Sharpe Pritchard 
for cpundi 5oSdt») Jar the heal au- 
ihorhy; Allan Lay QC and Judith 
Claxtw (Freeih Cartwright Hunt 


LAW REPORT 

^ 

27 January 1996 

Diekens, Nattm^tam; Ftetdten, Not- 
dn^uxm) Jbr the mother and fuAer; 
Undsty XusAmr Q<C (Goman A 
Soari Nottingham) fitrAegian&m ad 
Ilium. 

Lord NkboUs said that under 
section 31(2) the court must be 
satisfied of the mdstenoe or like- 
lihood of harm. The appeal 
concerned the need for the 
court to be “satisfied" that toe 
child was suffering significant 
harm or was ‘'likety” to do so. 

In se^on 31(2) f^rfiamedt 
had stated the prerequisites 
which must exist before the 
court had power to make a care 
order. The prerequisites 
marked the boundary fine be- 
tween toe differiitg interests of 
the parents in caring for their 
chilu and the circumstances in 
which the interests of the child 
might dictate a need for his care 
to be entrusted to others. In sec- 
tion 31(2) f^ament had stat- 
ed the minim um conditions 
which must be present. 


In that context Parliament 
could not have been using 
“likely" in toe sense of more 
likely than not. The context 
tiiov^ that in section 31(2)(a) 
lOoely was being used in toe 
sense of a teal possibility that 
could not be sensibty ignored 
bari^ r^aiti to the nahtre and 
grav^ of the feared hann in the 
parti^arcase. 

The burden of 
the existence of the conditions 
rested on the applicant for tbe 
care order. Where the matten 
in issue were facts the standard 
of proof in non-criminal pro- 
ceilings was the balance of 
probability. Built into the stan- 
dard WK a generous d^ree of 
fl^ibitity in respect of the se- 
riousness of the allegation. In 
cases involrina the care of 
dren the standard of proof was 
the balance of pm haM|y Oon- 
traiy observations were not an 
accurate statement of toe law. 
Tlicrc was no difficulty m ap- 
plying that standard to the 


threshold conditions in both, 
limbs of section 31(2)(a). 

The local aulhotity’s case was 
based on the second linfo - that 
the three gicis were Iflcety to 
suffer significant harm. The 
starting-^ioint was courts * 
on evidence. Unresolved 
judicial doubts and sn spig o ns’ 
could no more form the basis 
ofacondnskai that the serond 
threshold had beoi 
than that toe first had been 
established 

The tiiFeeyDia^ergicis were 
not at risk unless D was abused 
in toe past. If she was not 
abus^ toere was no reason for 
thinldngtitoothemmi^be.’Ib ' 
decide that the others were ^ 
risk because therewasapossi-" 
bfltty that D was ttoused would 
be to base the decision, not 
fecL but on suspicion: tbe sus- 
pickm that D uti^t have been - 
abused That would lower the 
threshold prescribed - 

Lord ‘Goff- and L<^ 
Mnstin agreed Lord BrowDft- 

WUdason and Lord Lloyd 
dissented. 

Hid Ihn, Barrister 


. - • 

■ 
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news analysis 


The Post Office’s future is shrouded in doubt. That is what lies 
behind the threats of industrial action to be raised today 

The last post 


Grapiiic: Mark Hayman 


T he Post Office executives might be 
foigjveD for thinly that the Gov- 
ernment has got it m for them. 
Attempts the one-time monopoly to 

compete in as increasiogly cut-throat 
mai^L, with rrvate rasgtog from couri- 
ers to the Internet, are hampered con- 
tinually by uncertainQr over whether 
die Rc^aJ Mail is to be privatised and 
by mouotisg frustration in the ranks. 

The organisatioa, desperately trying 
to recover from the controvert over 
Michael Heseitine's botched attempt 
at privatisation ^ the end of 19^ was 
knocked sideways in the November 
Budget by plans to squeeze more 
money from its operations. 

l^ans to make the service more com- 
petitive must now be viewed sg«in^ a 
much starter finanda) backdrop. It is 
not surprising that renewed mutterings 
from the Government about privatisa- 
tion have not been welcomed with open 
aims. Th^ are an urro^lcome dKvrsion 
from the job of running the business. 

The challenge facra by the Post 
Office ts eaonnous. Foreign rivals, 
most notably Its part-privatisM Dutch 
counterpart, are iiwadlng its market 
with vigour and without the shackles 
that hamper attempts by the UK 
organisation m eroand overseas. 

The weU-estabLisbed competition 
from courier and parcel companies 
continues unabated and, at the same 
time, the threat of new technology is 


W hen Nam forces have completed 
their task of enforcing peace in 
Bosnia, they may care to turn their 
attentions to the Royal Mail. 

Industrial relations throughout the 
Post Office have turned into a form of 
trench warfare. While strikes have 
become increasingly uncommon in 
other parts of Brit^ industry, the 
Royal Mail, the Post Office's maO 
operation, lc»t 38,000 days' work 
through industrial action last year. 

liie threat an official national 
strike has been growing all year. Last 
year began with wOdcat stoppa^ in 
London and continued with a stme in 
the North-east Last mout^ Scotland 
had much of hs postal service severe^ 
disrupted fay a stream of Strikes, and last 
week industrial unrest was once more 
visted upon the capital. Throughout 
the year there were smaller but never- 
theless debiljtatmg spats which left 
post boxes blocked up elsewhere. 

At the heart of the problem is the 
Royal Mail's drive to create a more 
flexible workforce by bringing in more 
temporary and casual woi^rs to meet 
peaks and troughs in demand. The 
beavib' unionised workforce sees this 
as a threat to the second post and so 
to the security of their jote. 

Activists argue that management is 
aaempting to fora all letters through 
m one deliwry in the moreing. This 
so Gq»nded the early post, activists 
claim, that it is being delayed and the 


What future for the business? 


accelerating. The fax machine is now 
so ubiquitous, at home and at work, 
that many people are confident they 
could ride out a strike at the Royal 
MaiL The escalation of connections to 
the Internet allows growing numbers 
of people to send message for as lit- 
tle as Ip. A strike might suimly accel- 
erate the trend away from the letter. 

The Epyal Mail is 
a large purveyor 
of junk mail 


The Royal Mail has not been impo- 
tent in responding to the competition. 
Letters vohimes have risen in die 1990s. 
The Royal Mail has benefited firom the 
growth of direct-mail marketing it is a 
large piirv^r of junk mail It has also 
atiempted to become part of the tech- 
nology revolution, in a relative^ mod- 
est w^. A programme to install com- 
puters in the nation's network of 20,000 
post office counters might take it further 
into the electronic age. More direct^, 
there is a £200m investment programme 
to introduce better technology in an 
effort to get mail moving faster. 

However, these efforts to compete 


wth the private sector were made 
more difficult by the Chancellor's deci- 
sion dramatically to increase the 
amount the Post Office had been 

expectiqg to into the Ueasuzy’s 

fersovertheneri few years. Instead (n 
a projected payment (the so-cafled 
External Hnanchig Limit) of about 
£178m a year, the Treasury is demand- 
ing around £300m each year between 
1996 and 1999. That amounts to about 

tte same as the Prist Office has providaf 
over the last decade, at a time when 
coo^tition has never been so fierce. 

Ine pressure means the Post Office 
either has to improve efficiency on a 
continuous basis, which wilJ requ^ 
invesuncDt and may provoke industrial 
relations problems, or it has to raise 
revenues sitetantiaSy. The unpalatable 
fact is that the main source of revenue 
is still the postage stamp, the price of 
which wiU almost inevit^ly rise later 
this year, provokiag concern among 
customers and glee among competiiois. 

The problem for John Roberts, the 
Post Office's new diief executive, goes 
bq'ond the Treasury's thirst for cash. 
There has been a long-held vision of 
offering a “seamless" service ranging 
from deserting and printing stationery 
and letters to storing and posting large 
quantities of mail for very large users. 
Its I^lch counterpart can play all 


What future for the workers? 


Post Office is not honouring its pledge 
that the first deliveiy wiD arrive before 
930am. They believe that more part- 
time staff be taken on to work 
between 9am and noon to make this 
veiy large first delivery, leaving a min - 
im^ or non-edstent second post, nor- 
mally in the afternoon. 

Officials at the Communication 
Workers' Union have warned the Jfost 
Office that unless they receive assur- 
ances today about the foture of the ser- 
vice, the union's 155,000 members 
win be balloted on national strikes. The 
CWU*s 17-stroog postal committee 
could be called into emergency session 
tomorrow to evaluate the Ifost Office's 
response to the union's concerns. 

The threat of privatisation, which 
was temporarily abandoned after a 
revolt last year by Conservative back- 
benchers, has contributed to shopfloor 
unease over the past three years. 'The 
prospect of a sell-off re-emerged 
recentb' when the Prime Minister said 
it might find a place in the Conserva- 
tive general election manifesto. 

John Robe^ the Post Office’s 
recently appointed chief executive, 
says such prime ministerial musings arc 
“imhelpfm”, but insists that his 
employ^ have nothii^ lo fear. 

The second deliveiy is a part of 
the service", be says, and he is deter- 


mined to keep a core of full-time 
employees that will continue to make 
up around 80 per cent of the workforce. 
Mr Roberts, who has been in the job 
for just two months, says he intends to 
maim employee relations one of his pri- 
orities and ^at he wants to make the 


The posties’ leader is a 
right-winger keen to 
avoid a national dispute 


Royal Mail a “world-class empicwr". 

The problem is that his predecessor. 
Bill Cockburo. made simfls^ emollient 
remarks, but the message didn't per- 
suade the shopfloor. The mam reason 
for that seems to he the Post Office's 
introduction of a fashionable devolved 
management sDructuic in which local 
managers have been giveu greater 
autonomy to bring in temporary staff. 
These 1o^ initiatives hare ofleo under- 
mined the workers* faith in the states- 
manlike public statements of senior 
direclDrs about the future of the service. 

'That the Post Office may be on the 
verge of a national strike is all the more 
surpriring because it is not as if the 
“posties" are led by a miliianL Alan 


these roles and in Britain just uses the 
Rcyal Mail to make the final deliver- 
ies. But at the moment the Post Office 
is constrained ^ the Government frcmi 
forging the kinds of business alliances 
it needs to play such a role. R>r instance 
it would lilre to have an airline as a part- 
ner rather than being just another 
user of charter flights. But that is ruled 
out by Government rules. 

Areording to a Post Office spokes- 
man “What we really want to do is 
think much more widely about inte- 
grating allldnds of communicatioos. At 
the moment we satill have lo ask for pier- 
missioD to get involved in new activi- 
ties. AS too often it is not foriheorniug." 

The Office made a jxe-tax }mt 

of £472m in the year to 31 March 1995. 
There has been no price rise since 
November 1993, so results for last year 
-> yet to be ann ounced - may not show 
a increase. But in the first half 

of this financial year the pre-tax profits 
were £194m. 

The question is how long profits can 
keep on roUfog as long as the Ttm- 
a iiy's demands soar and as more nim- 
ble players invade the marketplace. If 
there is to be a renewed attempt at pri- 
vatisation, it may need to be sooner 
rather than later t£ there is to be a busi- 
ness with growth potential to attract 
investors. 

MARY FAGAN 


Jobnsoa, Joiat general secretary of the 
CWU - ms colleague Toi^ Youn^ rep- 
resents BT workers - is a right-wmger 
and keen lo avoid a national dispute. 
Mr Johnson is a moderniser and a sufv 
porter of Tony Blair. He has said be is 
confident a s^ement can be reached. 

Mai^ leading local activists do not 
share hk optimism. Left-wingers enjoy 
a majority of around two-thu^ on the 
CWU committee covering the Royal 
Mail, and even some of Mr Johnson’s 
political allies are increasingly of the 
mind that it is time to take on the Post 
Office. 'These activists believe that 
instead of fighting a series of local dis- 
putes which the union has to disowTi 
for legal reasons, the leadership should 
unhe in a national campaign. 'Th^ also 
believe the public might support Indus- 
trial action if it were aimed partly at 
defending the second post 

This may leave Mr Johnson with 
something of a dilemma. He is not a 
trade union leader who revels in 
national disputes. He knows from expe- 
rience that big customers aimed with 
fkxes, e-mail and private postal services 
can survhe for a while without the 
Royal Mail If he emerges from his talks 
proclaimiug peace in his time, bowevier, 
main’ local activists will not believe him. 
More local disputes are almost in- 
evhabie and that might further under- 
mine bis own leadership of the unioiL 

BARRIE CLEMENT 



Daniel gets 
real (again) 

There's acting, there's method 
acting and there's Daniel Day- 
Lewu. Ha\'iag chained himself 
to a wail to prepare for the part 
of one of the Guildford Four 


woodworloDg, so far he has 
helped to construct a dozen 
clapboard houses, a tavern and 
an outhouse. 

Having mastered Proctor's 
carpentry skOls, Day-Lewis 
turned his attention to under- 
standing, feeling and eqieri- 
eocing his jjersonal circum- 



amt run around with no clothes 
on to read himself into 77ie Last 
€^ihe Mohicans. I am glad to 
hear that Da>'-Lewis's research 
techniaue shows no signs of 
f!a|c^rn», thotigh iliis lune it has 
taken a rather puzzling turn. 

The crew currently filing 
Arthur Miller's Tire Cniab/e 
off the coast of Massachusetts 
have found that Day-Lewis, 
playing the farmer. John Pf?c- 
tor, has insisted on bmioing 
sets with them. Apparently 
under the impression that 17lh- 
centuiy New England farm^ 
spent all their time in frenzied 


stances. The actor turned down 
the la\isb accommodation 
offered him by the producers, 
and is tiving in a spartan house 
OD a rural road with onfy essen- 
tial focilities. Those famfliai 
with the pl^ win know that 
Proctor is hanged at its clnnax 
- so far Day-Lewis has dedded 
to use conventional acting skills 

in this scene. 

The obsession with method 
does not seem to have nibbed 
off on ^ co-scar Winona 
Ryder, who j^'s his wife, Eliz- 
abeth Proctor. She has rented 

sumptuous $6,000 a month digs. 


Good buy 

Pfias CaadSye To AH That, the 
memoirs of the Labour le^r- 
sbip ooatender Bran Gonld, a 
pn^^c title? It was only 
poUisbed by MangiHan last 
jea^ but yesterday I dboorered 
it in Books Etc in Oxford Street 
- reduced from £16.99 to £3iKl. 
Cheapec, alas, than most 
papertia^ ... 


Garden looks 



in 2005 (pnt it in yonr diary). 
Even Nelson's n^onn and 
pipe wiB be iafid oat in bis cabin 
as they were on the eve of bat- 
Uew Bat when H comes to the 
appearance of the lavatories 
t^ are at a loss. 

**£0(1^85 books and diaries 
hare been conailtedl, but to no 
sreiL” sags an iDader. Mean- 
while, tb^ are opting for the 
round shape. **We have 
dedded," says a senior admiral, 
take a gamble." 


far from rosy 

Poor J eremy Isaacs (1 hear he 
does not like the adjecth'e 
beleagueced) will not have long 
to recover from Che mauln^ suf- 
fered Iw the Royal Opera 
House on Iasi night’s fly-on- 
tbe-wall BBC documeiitaiy. 
Ibni^t die ROH chief faces a 
further savagzog at the hands of 
the Clascal music momoter 
and opera impresario Riynxxid 
Gubl^'. HtQ' will be on <qipo- 
site SKte at an Oxford Union 
debate on the National Lot- 
teej^s propensiQ' for dcrihig out 
jac^ots to didst institutions. 

Gutfoirt is virtually the 
member of the arts establi^- 
ment prepared to go public 
^>out waste, extrava^gance and 
r es tr ict i ve practices in the arts. 
He tells me he will pull no 
pundies at the debate tooighL 
“^rtainh'. there are restrictive 
practices'at the opera house. 
And it seems to me incredible 
±at wii& sdiooldiildren are 
gomg without bools, the Royal 
Opera House is moaning, yes 


moaning, about getting nearly 
£20m a year and a £78m hand- 
out from the lottery, and it U 
stiU thrashing around with no 
defim'te plans about which 
bufldxng it will be in in 18 
months’ time.** 

It sounds as if it could be a 
fie^ evening. Gubbay is hnnseff 
staging an opera next month, 
La He has dedded to 

put it on at the Royal Albert 
Hail lo the dieumstances, that 
may be a diplomatic move. 


Sitting target 

Having humbled die adversary 
Portillo at the battle of .Admi- 
ralty Ardi, the Royal Navy ^ 
Iwass have an even trickier 
pnibiem to solve. H>ere Nelson's 
loos square or roond? No one 
in authority seems to know the 
ansvrec 

Tbe Navy is wDiidiig away to 
gj^HMSVieto/y shipshape for 
the 2D0th annirersary of the 
Battle ofT^ufalgar- coming iqi 


Finger on 
the pulse 

I see the Daify lele^aph fr still 
having trouble telhng tbe dif- 
ference between dead and alive. 
Barely^ a month tbe paper 
predpitalely published the obit- 
uary of Lora Colyton, still at 
that point very mum alive. And 
yestenh^ Paul Johnson was 
published on the letters page 
apotogiang to Lord SiefC, wix^ 
Ire bad written off as “tbe late 
Lord Sieff". “I hasten lo reas- 
sure Marcus Sieff's countless 
friends that he is still very much 
with us. I apologise to him and 
to Lac^ Sira for this lamenta- 
ble slip.'* Tb make matters 
worse, in his oiigiiial article 
Johnson described Lord Sieff as 
a friend of his. Johnson blames 
“an inexplicaUe confusion of 
thought’’ for bis error, a goodty 
phrase which sounds so much 
better than some of the alter- 
natives that spring to mind. 

Eagle Eye 



CALL THE WORLD FOR A 
FEW BOB LESS BOB. 
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FREEPHONE 


0800 376 66 66 


ir Sflvijigs to 100's of coonhies 

it AH mojor credit cords cmd Delta 
accepted 

^Mioete Miles" boons oveilable 

ir No stort-op costs, nembership 
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castomers welcome. 
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0 day, 7 days o weeL 
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When lawyers 
let us down 


Tmagjne ikjfou've finally managed to sell 
Xyour house. Alter months of waiting, 
the deal has been done and contracts have 
been exchanged. AH those anxious 
months of waiting are over. The escape 
from negative equity is nigh- Then you 
find that the solicitor you put in charge 
of the transaction has made a terrible 
error and everything goes horribly wrong. 
Where do you go to complain, to win 
redress? 

Don't bother. That, in a phrase, is the 
conclusion we should draw from yester- 
d^s report from the Law Society about 
its Solicitors Compla^ts Bureau. The sur- 
vey's figures are shocking. More than two- 
thfrds of those who appeal to the bureau 
arc dissatisfied with the result Only one 
in five believes the SCB is impartial in its 
handling of the complaints. And tales 
abound of clients who waited months for 
a rrapoose to their complaints only to find 
their case referred back to the origiaal 
solicitors with no further action taken. 
More than half of those who com- 


plained believed the SCB was h^vily 
biased iz 


in favour of the solicitor. Hardty 
suipnsiog when the SCB is staffed 
solicitors, funded solicitors and respon- 

sible to the Law Sodety - in effect the 
trade union for solicitors. 

This is a damning indictment not only 
of the SCB but of the profession. All pro- 
fessions are based on the claim that the 
training and expertise of their members 
means they can be trusted, whether that 
is with your accounts, your health or your 
legal affairs. An independent complaints 
procedure is particularly important for a 
profession because the client or patient 
IS in a vulnerable position. Without expert 
knowledge of the legal intricacies of con- 


veyancing, for esample, it is hard for the 
average house buyer to know whether the 
local solicitor has advised them well or 
noL And as purveyors of essential 
services, sohdtors are a monopoliAic 
profession. That means regulation to 
protect the consumer is vital 

TTiat is not something tte SCB is capa- 
ble of deliveiii^. It argues that most com- 
plaints should be dealt with directly by the 
solidtora involved This is an very wed, but 
as the surv^ of almost 800 complainants 
shows, soUatois firms are even more 
hopeless at re^xmding to complaints 
than the SCB. Hazt^ a^ of the com- 
plainants thmi^t their solicitor had made 
a proper effort to investigate their oiigi- 
□m complainL 

Two reforms are vital. The first is the 
introduction of a genuinely independent 
body to adjudicate over complaints. The 
two functions of the Law Society - ref- 
lating the profession and representing its 
members - should be separated. This has 
aireatfy happened for dcKtois. The British 
Medici A^ociatioo stands up for doc- 
lois, while the Gfmeral Medical Council 
considers questions of malpractice. Reg- 
ulating the profession in the interests of 
the consumer should be done by a gen- 
uinely. independent organisation. 

Second any regulatory body needs 
teeth in the form of stronger sanctions 



agmnst solicitors who do their jobs badly. 
Fmes, reimbursements to clients, or sim- 


ply publishing complaints could all have 
an effect. 

These proposals should be part of the 
Law Society’s plans for reform due to be 
published in the ^mng. They will be vital 
if the profession b to restore its credibO- 
ity with its customers. 


One Nation Tories 
in search of a home 


Thursday night the great She-EIe- 


'phant stoppedfor a brief moment to 
trumpet her defiance at the rest of the 
world. This week some minor Tories, like 
outlied gnats, have taken to the wiiig. 
buzzing with shrill indignation at all Uk 
noise. 

One of these was the “One Nation" 
minister Alistair Burt, who wrote to the 
Times complaining of the “breathtakiiig 
exclusiveness" of Baroness Thatcher's 
political horizon. She was, in his view, a 
class warrior who was wishing upon her 
party the fate reserved by the electorate 
for all class warriors - defeaL 

TTie trouble is that her attack upon the 
One Nation lories has expo^ a former 
emperor with no clothes, for the Ibty left 
no longer has much of an idea what it 
stands for. David Hunt (once the great 
hope of the wets) ^ke of the need to 
hold on to the centre ground of British pol- 
itics, to attract the 40 per cent of the vote 
needed for i^oiy, for “the centre ^ound 
is our ground". Fine as far as it goes, but 
it goes 00 farther than pointing out the 
electorally obvious. We are promised a 
more coherent defence of traditional Ibiy 
values from the Macleod Group of back- 
benchers, the modem inheritors of One 
Nation Conservatism. It has the task of not 
merely rebutting Latfy lliatcher but also 
proving that defectors such as Emma 
Nicholson and Alan Howaith were wrong 
lo desert ihe party. 

It is a tall order because it is not clear 
what One Nation Ibryism stands for 
beyond a more compassionate conser- 
vatism. In the past, it was a marriage 


between a Ibiy defence of British institu- 
tions (including the system of checks and 
balances that uJiibited the executive) and 
a centre-right commitment to a paternal- 
istic version of the post-war consensus on 
the welfare state. Bm Thatcherism and the 
market have dealt body^iiows to these 
favoured institutiocs of the wets and 
where they survive, in the health service 
and social security, they are cxying out for 
reform. Even the exfled standard-bearer 
of left-wing Toryism, Qiris Fatten, has 
waded in from Hong Kong to put a bjg 
question-mark over how much of the 
welfare burden the state ought to bear. 

Pro-Europeanism is too narrow to 
sustain a political philosophy with pop- 
ular appeal This n^ not mean that 
Nation Tories have nothing to on the 

subject Indeed, the Conservative left 
plays a vital role in chaUeiiging the xeno- 
phobia of its right-wing. such as 
George Waldeo have been the most 
articulate critics of the Pordllista dislike 
of foieigneis. Others have worried openly 
about the populist nature of the Howard 
penal agenda, and wondered whether, 
say, the shackling of women prisooeis is 
really an essenti^al feature of modern 
Toryism. If these mutterings and musings 
were taken up by a conviction politician, 
they could be turned into a moral and 
political crusade. But One Nationists are 
not crusaders, so they are left just wriM- 
ing their bands. There is a fisher diffi- 
culty. There is already a home for those 
who otiose the illiberality of the current 
administration. And Emma Nicholson 
has just gone to live there. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


British spurn call to rise and shine early Let the classics teach morality 


From DrT.J. Dermis 
Sin In “It’s time for Scotland to 
turn the clodts forward" (15 Jan- 
uary), Brian Wilson MP reveals 
what seems to be a widespread 
ignorance of ba^ geograplqr in 
ms comment about the inhifoi- 
tants of “northern Sadden who 
survive happily on (Central] 
European tone". Leavmg aside 
tite fact that northernmost Swe- 
den is inside the Arctic Circle, 
and at the moment gets no sun- 
U^t, he forgets that the country 
is almost eractly one time zone 
east of Greenwich, so its choice 
of European time is entirely 
appropri ate: c itizens of Stock- 
holm on CET and the Orfcnej^ 
on GMX at about the same lati- 
tude, thus have identical local 
sunrise and sunset times. 

He also seems unaware of the 
one-hour time shift intrcxluced m 
Ihe UK in the late Saties, and 
which was abandoned circa 1972 
after pubtic protest 
Yours sincerely, 

T.J. Dennis 
Birch, Essex 
15 January 


about the benefits are good, all 
those places should be thinking 
about putting their clodts yet 
one more hoar further forward. 
Peihaps I should begjn to lobby 
my Swedish friends imme^ately. 
Yours sincerely, 

John Tippler 
Stockholm 
Sweden 
IS January 


From MrJdm Tif^^ 

Sin Sweden is 15 degrees east of 
the UK - I'e, an hmir's natural 
time ahead of us. Copenhagen, 
Berlin, Prague, ^^enna, and 
Rome, too, are aU at about that 
same distance to the east. 

If Brian Wilson’s arguments 


From MrJ. R. Lucas 
Sir. It is not just light, but heat 
that matters. There are many 
days, even m the south of Eng- 
land, wlien it is foggy or icy in the 
monting, and it is difficult to get 
around until the sun has brol»n 
through, and the roads remain 
passable until an hour or two 
after sunset 

If we want to havQ woiting 
hours the same for nmst people 
throu^out tiie year, we need to 
have them so tbkt even m winter 
most people can manage to get 
to and from woik most c^s. Nine 
to five GMT is a better fit than 
ei^t to four. 

Yenus sincerely, 

J. R. Lucas 
Merton College 
Oxford 
18 January 


dark (530pm-6pm). If the clods 
were put forward an hour, 
would be walking to work in the 
dark and st31 wal^g home in the 
dark, gh’en that it is currenthr 
da^ by 4 JOpm. 

1 do not believ'e that my work- 
ing hours are particularly 
unusual. Presum^ly, the women 
with whose vulnaabfliiy to attack 
on iheirway home Mr R'Hson is 
concerned are all teachers? 
Youis faithfully. 

Caroline Metier 
Edhfoui)^ 

16 Jaouarv 


Fhm Mr Donald MacN^ 

Sin if Brian is so keen to 

have people travel safety in day- 
Hgfal m nud-winier Scotl^d. why 
does he have lo tamper with the 
clocdcto ac^ev&h? 

Would ft not be simpler for 
people to start work one hour 


eaih'er in the rooming? This w^. 


Fmm Ms CaroUne Mercer 
Sir. This morning 1 walked to 
woik in daylight (8.30am-9am) 
but I will be walking home in the 


we could all keep in touch wi 
oar Continental counterparts 
vriiite aiknring our rural (IweQecs, 
human and animal to work to a 
natural timescale - all in relative 
safety. 

Mind vou. an early start to the 
day would probably be too much 
for our 

Youis faithfully, 

Donald MacNeul 
Uvingston, 

West Lothian 
15 Januaiy 


The shape of Paternoster Square 


From Mr John Fearce 
Sin When I was a boy I had a set 
of building bricks. Imaginatively 
designed, it had pieces in eveiy 
“clasaca]" shape one could wish 
for - low pediments, steep pedi- 
ments, quarter-arcs, arefa^ tym- 
pana, columns, capitals, archi- 
trave^ even Gnials (I remember 
learning the names from the 
instruction sheet, and thinking , 
even at the age of seven, how arti- 
ficial it all seemed). TTie set was 
rather short of plain blodcs and 
brids, it is trae. but I was to see 
it in use once more after 50 years 
> hi the drawings for the Pater- 
noster Square s^eme. 

The central defect of both the 


1950s scheme and the current 
proposals is veiy suDple: they are 
both umeheved office ^laoe. The 
area needs a brief that mdudes a 
substantial proportion of residen- 
tial space dvstrmuted in units of a 
wide range of sizes and across as 
mudi of foe price range as the eco- 
nomics of the whole project will 
allow. Given those requirements, 
the “clasricaT Rjst-Modemists 
would be imable to make the area 
look better than a des. del res. 
estate in Wimbledon and would be 
laughed out of court. 

Youis etc, 

John Pearce 

Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire 
10 January 


from The Rrv Geqffhy Kemble 
Johnstm 

Sir In some private park (known 
to the Oty I^foeis) there resides 
Wren’s Temple Bar Gate, 
removed before HQ' time from the 
Strand and marking an entrance 
into the City of London fi’om the 
City of Westminster, prior to its 
removal. May 1 suggest that this 
qjlendid arch might be a focal 
of the r^evelopment of 
Paternoster Square? Bemg part 
of the hentage, as well as an 

wpropriate structure next to 
wren’s munificent cathedral, 
the archway would be veually and 
historically welcome. 

Yours sincerely. 

Geoffrey Kemble Johnson 
Taveiham, Norfolk 


Dawn of a new era in road accidents 


h; 


arrange^ 


‘owisthisnewdayl 
.ment going to 

Well, for a start, evening road 
aoridents will be transferred to the 
morning. 

Ybu mean, the accidents n'hich 
woidd normalfy take place in the 


ffwi, grey evenings uHU now tc^ 



lay off the wine and drive home. 

But with these new lighter 
evenings, it well happen that 
the middle classes will start saying 
to each other, “See you about 
nineish for dinner, then?” 


furious at being yet again ignored 
the F-n giish par- 


placc in the grim, grey nwmingsi 

Yes. 

Will there be a good reasm for 
this? 

Yes. When an accident takes 
place in the evening, it is difScuir 
to ^t it dealt with, as most mechan- 
ics are knocking off for the evening 
and those that are available tend to 
charge overtime and double time. 
Then again, repair jobs that are 
done in the evening by bad or arti- 


MILES KINGTON 



and mistreatedi . 
liament, will drive even more care- 
lessly and recklessly and this wQl 
lead to a rise in road accidents at 
^ times, which will put an increas- 


ficial lighl ^ mechanics who are 
tired after a ^ • 


I day's work, tend to 
be shoddy and to lead to more acd- 
dents later on. 

But if we transfer all these acci- 
dents to the morning period, that 
means you have the whole day in 
which to get them sorted out, by 
mechanits who are woijdqg at peak 
efficiency. 

H'Tuu does the phrase “"peak effi- 
ciency" m&m vchenappli&iiogan^ 
mcckanks? 

Vciy little. At best, it means that 


less than 50 per cent of their atten- 
tion is devoted to Radio 1. 

How will these new l^uereveningp 
a^ect the British class ^em? 

It may radically change the time 
of middle-class dinner parties. At 
the moment, when two middle- 
dass units are acting each other out 
to dinner, one always asks the other 
what time should arrive, and 
the other always says, “Oh. I don’t 
know, about, let me see, ei^?" and 
the to one says, “Sght o’clock, 
fine, see you then, then”. However, 
middle-class couples never arrive at 
eight. They always arrive late. 

T^is^t? 

B eca use they are waiting for foe 
bat^itter to arrive before leaving 
and because they do not start 
changing until The Archers has fin- 
ish^at 7J!0 and because they 
have to have time to fit in a fierce 
argument about whose turn it is to 


hour 

hour later, and couples will be 
more tired on foe home. There- 

fore they will tend to crash more 


ins load on local garage mechanics. 
They will need counselling, m^be 


often on foe way home, especially 

t^hich 

one of them is meant to be driving. 


if they cannot remember wt 
:offo« 

Mechanics will not be available to 
come to their aid, as they are get- 
ting an early night’s sleep to deal 
wifo the new rash of early-momiftg 
accidents. 

In addition, babysitters will tend 
to foil asleep more at home, thus 
leading to a new peak in domestic 
aeddents. 

Will the new di^ti^ arrange- 
ments sati^ farmers in the north of 
Scotland? 

Nothing ever satisfies formers in 
the north of Scotland. That is wl^ 
they are automatically excluded 
^m all statistical tables. 

How will they affect garage 
mechanics in the north of Scwaria? 

y/eiy badly. The lo(^ fanners, 


even psychiatric help, which will 
place an extra burden on the local 
NHS,causii^ medicaJ staff to drive 
with even more ur^ncy, leading to 
more accidents which places a fur- 
ther onus on the mechanics.. .. 

yes, f get the picture. But is 
there arty section of society Butt will 


not be affected by these manges to 
y^aamns 


our dayli^ arrangements? 

Yes. It will not affect those peo- 
ple who arrive for work in the 
evening when it’s alreatiy daik and 
work rate into the night, making 
their big^t decisions when they 
are flat out on their feet and too 
knackered to think straight. 

Good heavens. are these 
perrpk? 

They are called MI^. 

Are these the very ones wfto are 
atmuig to a decisim on ourdayU^ 
arrangements? 

Yes. 

Oh, dear. 

Precisely. 


Dead in the water 


From Mr N. H. E. Lewis 
Sin I write wifo r^rd lo foe let- 
ter from Tim Oaig (15 January) 
who assisted in the preparations 
for a burial at sea. However, I 
recaU that when I visited HMS 
Victory at Portsmouth, the guide 
told me foat “the stitch foiou^ 
the nose" was to prevent foe 
escape of press-ganged sailors in 
foe early part of the 19th centu^. 

^)pwntly, foe ruse used in 
order to escape was to get sub- 
stituted for a dead bixly in the 
canvas body bag. The authorities 
got wise to this subterfuge; so, in 
order to preveat sailors escapo^ 
they used to put a stitch through 
foe nose when sewing up foe bag. 
Yours foitfafulfy, 

N. H. E. l£wis 
Nelson, Mid Glamorgan 


Frrm Mr Hu^ MUUnffon 
Sir French slang for an under- 
taker is “enuque-mort” ^iler of 
the dead), a term still usm todi^ 
but deriving from ^ys of old 
when the undertaker, just to 
make absolutely sure, would bite 
the corpse. As a former under- 
taker myself, I think, if pro- 
nounced dead at sea. I would pre- 
fer to be woken up that 
method as opposed to the “law of 
the sea" method. 

Yours faithfully, 

Hugh MiujNcroN 
Boston Spa, West Yorkshire 


From Ms Rhoda Aoe/^ 

Sir Your leading article “Moral 
tales in the classroom" (15 Jan- 
uary) stales that young p«3ple are 
very concerned with morally, 
but' foe examples ^ give foow 
that you are rather confused 
abrait fts nature. You ss^ that 
leen^e girls wonder whether to 
tieep wifo bc^ and both sexes 
want to know how to treat their 
friends. What does this hare to do 
wifo morali^? It has to do with 
foe desire to be liked. 

More importantly, you do not 
mention - indeed, no articles on 
foe subject seem to - foat if one 
gives duldren a proper educatkm 
m foeo' literature fo^ is no need 
for a separate class in morality. It 
is impossible to teach Pride and 
Prejudice, less of the DlbberviOes, 
or anything fay Shakespeare oc 
Dickens, to take just a few exam- 
ples, without discussii^ moral as 
well asUteiaxy values. Italso puts 
moraliQr in a more uiteresting 
context than foat of current 
events or evexyday problems,, 
vriiicb are far less likely to engage 
a child's imagination. 

Sadly, the power acquired by 
those who midabel and defend 


idleness, ignorance and timidity 
in teachers denies our children 
not onfy foe beauty of their lit- 
erature but itsusefiiiness as well.. 
Yours sincerely, 

Rhoda Koenig 
London, NW3 
15 January 


From Mr Denys Potts 
Sir. Haw on earth can parents 
and teachers plausibly preach 
al^lutism. when those vfoo gov- 
ern 05 practise moral relativism 
on such a grandiose scale? 
Youis faithftiUy, 

Denys Porre 
Oxford 
14 Januaiy 


From Mrs L. M. H. Jones 
Sin A government foat has pro- 
moted Sunday trading and the 
National Lolteiy xnigiit want only 
a selected few of foe Ten Com- 
maadments taujghl in scb6ol& 
There could be difficulty wifo 
nuinbetz fonr (You shall 1 
Sunday hofy) and ten (You fot 
not covet). 

Yours foithfuDy, 

Undsay Jones . 

Newcastle upon Tyne 


Woolly data 


From .Mr Paul Brenttm 
Sin If Adam Savill (letter, 14 
Januaiy) is keen to eliminate 
woolly think-mg from the debate 
cooceniing the UK’s relation- 
ship wifo foe European Union, 
he should take more care when 
piesenting relevant data. 

Official sources show that less 
than half of UK ea^rts are sold 
in non-EU countries, not the 60 
per cent that Mr Savill reports. 
R)r overseas investment, Mr Sav- 
Sl believes foat 75 per cent goes 
outside of the EU. Investment 
figures vaiy greatk from year to 
year but over foe me years prior 
to 1994, 56 per cent overseas 
investment by UK companies 
went outside of foe EU. 

Lack of care with foe figures 
leads to slo):^ and possibly eixo- 
neous pohey conclusions. For 
international trade it is dear that 
(fistance matters. Geography can- 
not be changed, whefoer you are 
flm or againrt strong Jhiks with the 
European Union. 

Yours faithftiUy, 

Paul BRamw 

Research Fellow 

Centre for European Balky 

Studies 

Brussels 

15 Januaiy 


Lib Dems aplenty 


From Lord Tope 

Sin I read vrifo interest J<foh Ren- . 
toul’s artide (12 January) about 
the suppQ^ search for pailia- 
mentaiy candidates foe Liberal 
Democrats are imdeitatdng in. 
London. May I assure Mr Ren-, 
toul foat whenever the gene^ 
election is caUed, every seat 'in 
London will have a Uberal 
Democrat candidate. . 

There is healthy competition 
for ai^EOval as a prospective par- 
[jameatoiy candidate and London 
is ahead of its targets for foe canr 
didate selection, with ab^t half 
the constituencies in.Londpn hav- 
ing their Liberal Democrat 
prospective pariiameotazy can- 
didate in place already. 

Ai^ appeal for candidates-is 
part of foe normal process of 
“geeing" up the party after. foe. 
Christmas break. We -cuirn^ 
have enough, approved candid 
dates to fill the remaming-seqt^ 
but want more people to dcume - 
forward for approvm so foat foe 
re maining local parties have the 
best possible choice. 

Youis etc, 

Tope 

House of Lords 
London, SWl 
12 Januaiy 


Time for romance 


Horn Mr Tbf^ Braruion 
Sir. In today's issue (Home News, 
13 Januaiy), you refer to foe 
neiriy refunded dock at %ter- 
loosration in London asa rofiran- 
tic rendezvous for lovers which 
was immortalised in foe Noel 
Coward 1946 fibn classic Brief 
Encounter, starring Trevor How- 
ard and Celia Johnson. 

The truth is foat foe hapless 
couple held their tiysts some 200 
miles north of foe capital, where 
the location filming took place, 
on Camforth station in Lan- 


Motorway Mass 


^hire. Indeed, in her biograplty, 
aks warmly of 


Celia Johnson speaks warmly 
foe many happy hours she s^t 
in foe comp^ of foe station 
staff. 

Yours sincerely, . 

Tony Brandon 
Haslemere, 

Surrey 
13 Januaiy 


Jtoui Professor H. JCuni 
Sir: Your artide about jhe cele- 
bration of foe motor car 0‘ C ars 
drive down foe aisle and mto a 
row" 15 Januaiy) mentions that 
two cars would be driven down 
the centre aisle of Coventry 
cathedral This remnufr me of the . 
cartoon that appeared in the 
French weekly Le Canard 
EnchOinSl when foe conversion of 
a quai D^r Notre Dame into a ' 
mtMorw^ was • first' mooted, it ' 
depicts foe West elevation of the 
cathedral with lines of cars 
respectively entering and leaving 
by the two main portals and a 
notice “Please do not sound your 
horn during Mass”. 

Youis faithfully, 

N.Kuim . . 

Department of Physics' 
University of Oxford 
Oxford 
15 Januaiy 
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Why Mr Masari is good for us 

The courts are to test the Saudi dissidents case &ar asylum. His values will test all thinking liberals 


appeal. It wj| be some months iSfore 
his case IS heard and until then he 

campaign for 
dWall of the con^pt^od 
despotic regime of the Fahd 
monarchy. 

hi hfe nort-west London flat, he 
and his followers break off to pray at 
regular mtervals, bowing d<Jim lo 
^ong the whirring, hummine 
clicking electronic appunenaijcj 
of a modem propaganda machine 
inai sustains an underground cell 
structure in Saudi Arabia. Much has 
been wniten of Mr Masari’s cam- 
paign, his torture and persecution by 
Saudi authoriUes. That the Saudis are 
a bad lot is not at issue among rea- 
sonable people not in their pay. 

Rather less attention, thou^ has 
been paid to the question of what sort 
of Slate Mr Masari’s Committee for 
the Defence of Legitimate Ri^ts 
seeks to establish. I wanted to find out 
a little more about exactly what polit- 
ical values we in Britain are being 
asked to protect 

His campaign wants to establish an 
Islamic republic. In his theocracy, he 
says, the cler^ would only be advis- 
ers, while politknazis would be elected 
democratically by both men and 
women. Would all political parties be 
able to stand? Yes, of course - but 
only if they were Islamic parties, 
committed to ruling the country 


strictly accordmg to the laws laid 
aow m the Koran. No one else? No. 

His campaign is translated some- 
what conveniently in English as the 
defence of “legitimate" rights, appar- 
ently using the language of the 
Uni^ Nations Charter of Human 
Rights. The Arabic word, however, is 

not legiumate" as we understand it, 
ryut shan'a -giving citizens rights only 
under the Islamic law of the Koran. 

bad warned me that termi- 
n^ogical inexactitudes litter the work 
of Mr Masari’s group, allowing them 
to»und ea^oo Western ears in Eng- 
1^, yet lean more strongly towards 
Mecca when addressine the Arab 
world. 

. ^ lo gel some idea of what 
kind of frewoms there would be 
under Mr Masari's Islamic republic. 
Did he admire the late Ayatollah 
(^omeini? “Yes, he was a very bril- 
liant and shrewd man, a unique per- 
sonality.” yfys he r igh t about the 
fatwa on Salman Rushdie? “No, it 
could not be said to apply in a non- 
Islamic state. But I think eveiy coun- 
try in the world shoold adopt strict 
anti-blasphemy laws so that no reli- 
gions are offended, then we would 
not have these problems." (This does 
not quite tally with the impassioned, 
unqualified defence of freedom of 
speech he made in an article for thk 
paper recently.) 

On crime and punishment, he 
would not change current Saudi law. 
“Execution b^ beheading U very 
shocking, but it is the most merciful, 



POLLY TOYNBEE 


more niercifu! than the electric chair, 
and it b clearly ordered in the Koran. 
These head-flyings, where the head 
flies up from the sword, are veiy 
shocking to watch, and very educa- 
tional for the people." 

Ditto for other amputations for 
theft. “But people do exaggerate 
these things, 1 rad,'* he says, com- 
plaining about the West's preoccu- 
pation with such punishments. 

What about women? The Koran 
clearly states several times that 
women are a degree below men in all 
things. He explains that someone 
must always have ultimate autbori^. 
“That person cannot be the woman 
because the man is pt^caily stronger 
and he will beat her up if she b in 
charge. He b the more cool and ratk>- 
nal one. He earns the money, and 
spends it for the family. The mother 
must stay at home to look after her 
children, or otherwise they wiU have 
an unsound education and upbring- 
ing. Thb system protects her ^m 
conflict with the one with the muscle 
and the money.” 

Women must submit to sex with 


their husbands at any time, in any 
manner, otherwise they commit a sin. 
“That b because sea in marriage b an 
important safely valve in sode^ to 
contain men’s behaviour." 

Western sodety, he says, b feeli^ 
the effects of badly brought-up chil- 
dren, dhK>rce and single parenthood. 
“It may take a few generations, but 
single-parent families lead to the 
degeneration of the socieQr.” 

What of hb own family life? He has 
one wife in Saudi Arabia with a 
three-year-old son, AbduL He has 
another wife in America with a two- 
and-half-year-old son called Abdul- 
lah. Then there b a divorced wife in 
America with a daughter - “about 
seven or eight, X think" - and another 
dhmrced wffe in Saudi Arabia. He has 
two young daughters with him in Lon- 
dou. but 1 lost track of who their 
mother was, and a 2S-year-old son in 
America and a 20-year-old son in 
SaudL “Divorce b a very good thing 
in Islam,” he says, “ft happens very 
amicably, very easily. No one has to 
prow in court that someone has 
conunitted adultery, which causes so 
much anger. My divorces have been 
very frie^ly, I would say.” 

ftit. I asl^ if he b so strongly 
against single-parent families, how 
does he feel about having creat^ two 
of them himself? He do^’t really fol- 
low my line of thought and looks mys- 
tified oy my question. Hardly surpris- 
ing, since I find it just as bard to foOow 
hb train of thou^L We are talking to 
one another aooss such a chasm of 


cultural difference, across half the 
globe and down several centuries. 
And the gender divide makes all 
meanmgful communication between 
us incomprehensible. 

We progress to talk of adulteiy. He 
b very strongly against itt “There 
should be 80 lashes for sex outside 
marriage for those who are not mar- 
ried and 1(X) lashes for married peo- 
ple Mio commit adultery, but I do not 
support stoning." 

% there you have it. 

There are, of course, other strands 
of biamic thought that interpret the 
Koran more generously. Although as 
an athebt, I doubt I would find any 
more qrmpathy for them. Iblerating 
people’s religious beliefs doesn’t 
mean having to he polite about them. 
Probii^ the full obnoxiousness of Mr 
Masaivs views b really just an exer- 
cise in testing liberal ^^ues to near- 
breaking point. For quite apart from 
the 30,000 armaments jobs at risk, 
there can be few groups less conge- 
nial to the ethos of Urcral W^eni 
democracy than these Islamic fun- 
damentalists. 

So why harbour such vipers? 
Because, between gritted teeth, we 
have to practice the freedom of 
speech we somewhat smugly preach 
at them. The principles that are ea^ 
to keep are rarefy the most important 
ones, and thb b one of the toughest: 
along with >follaire, we may detest 
virttmlfy everything Nfr Masari stands 
for, but we are obli^d to fight for hb 
right to say it - and to say it here. 


An end to the Greek myth 

Andreas Papandreou’s regime was built on comiptiQtL Now the reckoning begins, saj5re Andrew Gumbel 


N o doubt there wfli be plenty of 
Greeks saddened y^erdi^s 
new's that Andreas Papandreou has 
finally resigned as prime minbter. 
After all, be has been the towering 
personality of Greek politics over the 
past 15 years, stamping the nation’s 
p^he with fab quirky and autocratic 
style of leadershqi. The fascination be 
has exerted extends well beyond the 
confines of Pasok. the sodalbt move- 
ment he founded in 1974, and indeed 
has created a political climate that 
even hb opponents have sought to 
emulate. 

But as the I^ipandreou era ends, the 
reckoning will mevitably begm- Who- 
ever succeeds the legendary Andreas 
w*ill find the reality of modern Greece 
very different from the picture built up 
b\' more than a decade of defiant pop 
ulbi rhetoric. Thie. he has kept Iw 
country on the map of world affairs. 

‘Greece has no 
strategy, just power. 
WeVe become like a 
Third World bazaar’ 


but at a considerable price. Greece b 
distrusted and disliked abroad for its 
obstinate foreign pofa'cy and penchant 
for picking fights with its neighbours. 
Its political culture b steeped in cor- 
ruption and clientelbm, and its econ- 
omv b back^’ard and undbdplined. 

Greece never had much of an 
industrial base, relying largely on 
diijying and touiism for its foreign 
trade revenue, but unlike other Euro- 
pean nations in a similar position 10 
years ago. such as Portugal and Spain. 
H has {ailed to make up for its defi- 
ciencies. Largely this has been the 
dc^of Mr Pipandreou, who has nm 
Greece more like a private fiefdom 
ihan a countrv. handuig out favours 
and state funds but failing to improve 
puUic services or bufld a modem 
adustriai base. A formerfy agricultural 
society has flocked to poorly built and 

pdhiled cities, oofy to subs^ off a sys- 
tem that is rapidly running out of 
money. *^e myth of Papandreou wUl 
fisap^ar In modem Greece there b 
TO place for myths any more,” predict 
^imitrb Haralambis, a political sci- 
focu professor at Athens University. 
‘Greece has no strategy, just power. 
JVe\*e become a Third World bazaar." 

In the Papandreou version of social 
ind economic progr^, the bulk of 
conomic power lies in the hands of 
round two dozen famih'es, who tO' 
urns control or are coutrolled by the 
Kilitictans. Much of the econonry b 
hereby reliant tm the state for patron- 
ge. co'ntracts, tax breaks or subsidies, 
/hile enlerprises unable to break into 



earring cabbages In Crate: G ree c e has faSed to biald an hahistrial 


thb clientistic system have rin:q>fy dis- 
appeared into the black ecorwe^', 
triuch accounts for as much as half of 
Greece’s wealth. 

The political class, meanvdiile, has 
remained firmly in the gia^ of the rul- 
ing parfy, and the rulmg party in the 
bandb of its leader. A teUi^ sg^ptom 
of Ae near-feudal power structure b 
that Papandreou’s wife, Dimitra. has 
been head of hb private office, hb sc» 
George b education minister, and fab 
wife’s cousm George liani b ^xirts 
minis ter- FYiends and relatives of the 
influential are routinefy appointed to 
civil service jobs, r^ardless of their 
qualifications, with the result that 
many key governmental tasks, such as 
financial management of public works 
projects, are skirmned over or ignored 
alto^ther. 

Ihb nepolistic power structure 
managed to flourish during the Ei^t- 
ies, when Greece was stiU a frontline 


Slate in the Cold War and Europe’s 
eomomies were all booming. In the 
past two years, however, even Mr 
Papandreou has been unable to con- 
ceal ^ awkward truth: that the coun- 
try b primitive, desperately short of 
money and reli^ almost entirefy on 
the &rropean Union for its future. 
Thus Greece has been meekfy - and 
quite success&ilfy - foDowing a strict 
austerity programme to cut public 
^endhi^ bring iriflation under ocxitio] 
and initiate a privatisation pro- 
gramme. In retuni, the EU has 
fdoughed in funds to finance such 
basics as proper roads, a metro system 
for Athens a modem airport 
Such dependence on the outside 
worid b not something that the ftpan- 
dreou svstem has swallowed easify. 
Mam' the EU development projects 
are ^t to get off the ground oecause 
the government has taken loo long 
apportioning the various contracts. 


Photograph: )erem/ Nichol^mpact 


Some deals, such as the airport pro- 
ject at Spata, outride Athens, or the 
Rio-Aruirio bridge across the Helle- 
spont, have been renegotiated from 
scratch since l^sok returned to power. 
Two months ago, the public woilcs 
minister, Costas Laliotb, admitted 
that two trillion drachmas (more than 
£Ad) in d^lopmeot funds were yet 
to be disbursed and risked being lost 
altogether if Greece did not burry up. 

privatisation programme has 
also processed at a si^'s pace, partfy 
because of unrealistic expectatioDS of 
the price that could be fetched by state 
corporations such as OTE, the 
telecommum'cations compare, and 
partly because of Greece’s peculiar 
strucUiralproblems. When the Skara- 
manga shri^rd came up for sale last 
September, U turned out that there 
was no property deed for at least 
the terrain it covered because it bad 
been built over a landfilL A deal to sell 


the yard to an intemational consor- 
tium thus fell through. 

Even Greece’s foreign poliqr has 
onfy reluctantly become more condl- 
iatoiy. September, the country 
signM an amm to end its dispute 
over the name of the former Yugmlav 
republic of Macedonia on its lu^em 
border, but onfy after three years of 
sabre-rattling that seriously risked 
destabilising the underbelly of the 
RaJirang. It has barely concealed its 
pro-Serbian empathies in the Bosn- 
ian conflict, and onfy latterly offered 
to contribute to the international 
peace-keeping effort. 

Wthin the EU. Greece is perceived 
as looking out oiify for its own inter- 
ests, and showing ill-humour about it 
into the baigam. Mr Fapand^u did 
not help matters when be skipped an 
EU ambassadors’ hinch in Athens on 
grounds of ill health, only to pop up 


Many ordinary people 
survive thanks to 
either the state sector 
or the black economy 

at a lunch for Arab ambassadors a 
short time afterwards. Right up to the 
end, his maverick, anti-^€rtem streak 
has never leaDy disappeared. 

Such problems wui not evaporate 
with his lesigDation. Even if his suc- 
cessor is a serious moderniser, such as 
Costas Simitis, the main anti-Papan- 
dreou disrident within Ruok, attempts 
at refonn are Ukefy to meet fierce 
resistance from the clientelistic struc- 
ture established over the past 15 years, 
and from the pro-Papandreou lobtty 
sun in control of the ruling party 
machine. 

There is also a danger that an 
excessivefy austere economic pro- 
gramme could spark serious social 
unrest in a country as unevenfy devel- 
oped as Gr eece . At the moment, 
maity oidinazy people survive thanks 
to either the state sector or the black 
ecoDOOty. If the former is cut bade and 
the latter savaged tty strict tax evasion 
laws, the results could be very painfiil 
indeed. Nine months ago, farmers, 
small shopkeepers and some state 
workers staged a series of Ughtnmg 
strikes in protest at new tax l^^IatioD. 
Last November, Athens was rodted ^ 
the biggest university riot in 20 years 
and a five-d^ orgy ot violence at the 
Kotydallos prison. These are wonying 
portents for the future, and the new 
Greek prime minister have a del- 
icate balancing act to pertoim. He is 
unlikely to feel much gratitude for the 
confused, corrupt and volatile legacy 
that Mr Papandreou has bestowed 
upon him. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Adrian Foster-Fletcher 

^ot all Newbury’s businesses want a bypass 


I a meeting in Newbuiy yesier- 
da)', a group of local busmessmen 
Diced our opposition 10 the Newbuiy 
ypass, much to the astonishment of 
>cal journalists. Why do we take our 
resent position'.’ Because often 
xviFonmental concerns are also those 
f business. 

Fundamentally, there has been no 
iscussiofi of the issues surrounding 
:e Newburv' bypass since the last 
iblic inquiry in 1088, which did not 
ok at the transport alternatives smd 
id one sin^e objeaivc - “WTiich 
lute should a north, ^ulh trunk 
>ad follow?" 

Sino! then, a number of significanl 

m 


changes have taken place across the 

country which now cab the decision to 

buiid a bypass into question. First, the 
dcciatNi was made before dte M23 was 
opened, which we all assumed would 
relieve traffic around Greater London. 

Second, while 90 per cent of bua- 
ness is located to the east of Newbury, 
an eastern route was not feasfele. due 
to the American Air Force base at 
Grcenhaffi Commoii, ^licfa cuts dg|il 
across land to the east. 

Thirdly, digital telephone tedmdl- 
og)' ailow'ing people to w(^ from 
home, linked mio (heir office conh 
puier ^'Steins, was not available as it 
is now. 



And lastly, the inddenoe of chil- 
dien betztg ^lested 00 their way to 
and from school has become a sig- 
nificant issue, thus increasing the 
number of parents driving their chil- 
dren twice a day. 

Newinay doe have a traffic prob- 
lems, but ty|»caDy onfy for one hour 
m the morning and evening and on 
race (In'S. The traffic in nei^bouiing 
Readis^ is much woise. What is dif- 
ferent in Newbuiy is the significant 
Tmabex of HG\’s, particularfy car 
oan^rtsrs. coming through the 
towiL Local is dMd^ as to 
how much of this is local and how 
much throu^ traffic. Given that a 


traffic survey has not been carried out 
since 1986 - and that was done in 
August to avoid school traffic being 
included - it makes it very hard to 
identity the scale of the problem. 

In order for as to run our busi- 
nesses effectively, we need an infra- 
structure that is not clogged by cars 
taking children to school nor held up 
by lo^ commuters getting into the 
town centre (when they could be 
using a park and ride). We need to 
free trunk roads from the HGVs that 
are a threat to our lives. (My brother- 
in-law was kOled Iw an HGV in 1982 
while worldng as an agricultural feed 
representative.) 




W: don't want to spend £101m of 
government money on a controversial 
road scheme that will not solve New- 
buiy's traffic problems - in five years’ 
time traffic wlD be back to present lev- 
els. That money should be invested in 
the rai] network and in subsidies to 
businesses to provide shared trans- 
port for their employees and tax 
incentives for businesses that are 
based at home. As it is, Newbur)' has 
just opened a new business park at 
Greeiiham and it has not one ^gle 
bus to service iL 

77te wriier is mnnngmg director of 
Focus Executiw, hosed in Newbitry, 



P’rirnitive? Then 
what are we? 

The West Papuans holding a group 
of Europeans are fighting against 
extennination, says Aidan Rankin 


W est Papua has been much 

in the news this week, 
because of the kidnapping of a 

group of Europeans. If you 
believe the media coreiage, ^ 
Iddnappeis are “primitive”, 
“stone-age" tribesmen, whoonfy 

recei^ gave up “head-hunt- 
ing". There is in the use of these 
terms a wilful ignorance abwt 
West Papua and an implicit 
denial of its pe(^le*s right to 
determine their own future. 

If Wiest Papuans are stone- 
age, the argument goes, surety 
j it is mevitable that they should 
; “catch up” with the d^loped 
' worid. Yet a Papuan who 
I stares into the huge crater 
^niged out of a sacred moun- 
, tain tty a Western corporation 
minin g gold migiit have a dif- 
ferent definition of “primitive" 
from our own. 

“We are thrusting a ^jear of 
development into the heart of 
^rua.” ^th these words, 
James Moffett, chairman of 
the New Means-based mining 
oompaity I^eport McMoRan, 
encapsulates Western attitudes 
to this oppressed countiy and 
its people. His mindset appals 
to West Papua’s Indonesian 
oveiiords, who, since the Act of 
Fire Choice that they imposed 
in 1969 (West Papuans call it 
the Act Iree of noice) have 
pursued a violently ethnocen- 
tric policy known as “One 
Nation”, llus includes a poliQr 
knomi as “transmigration”, fay 
which large munbeis of lixloDe- 
stans are encouraged to settle 
on land seized tom indige- 
nous Wiest Papuans. 

Nobody can condone the 
taldng of innocent civilians as 
hostages for a political (or ^ 
other) goal. But the Iddimpping 
is merely the latest phase in the 
secret war, a tycle of oppres- 
sion, resistance and suiviva] 
that be^ with the Indonesian 
occupation in the mid-Sixties. 

Since then, the people of 
\tfest Papua have waged an iso- 
lated campaign against one of 
the world’s most ruthless colo- 
nial powers. In Wsst Papua tor- 
ture and detention without trial 
are commonplace, disappear- 
ance and inuniidatioD routine 
and 43,0(X) indigenous people 
have been kflled. After a six- 
month visit in 1988, the Swiss 
pilot Theodore Frey sai± “1 
never met a single famify which 
has not lost at least one mem- 
ber ... the Indonesians are 
bringing not development, but 
tysteuialic extennination." 

West Papua’s 1 miUion pet> 
pie are Melanesians, like their 
eastern neighbours in Papua 
New Guinea. Melanesians con- 
stitute less than 1 per cent of 
the world’s population bot 
speak 25 per cent of its known 


languages. Th^ have been li’ - 
ing on the island of Ne.v 
Guinea for at least 40,000 year 
West Papua is a land of dr.- 
made contrasts in geomphy 
and climate. On the south ooa'ii 
lies the Asmat regzoo, swampy 
and famous for its wocxl car - 
mgs, whereas the Amungm-j 
and Dani praples live in th.* 
northern highlands. Amoac 
the reverb snow-capped peal'.s 
near the Freeport site is the 
home of Jo-Mun Nerek, the 
Amungme’s ancestral spirit. 

Many West Papuans arc 
Otrigrian, but links with the 
spirit world remain strong. 
However it is as misleaduig i-.> 
generalise about West Papuan:* 
as it is atout Europeans, for th c 

‘Freqp(xrt is digging 
out cur mother^ 
brain. That is why 
we are resisting’ 


range of sodeties is equal!> 
d^rse. 

What can be said is that none 
of them in aity way approxi- 
mates to the European Stone 
Age* and that like all othtr 
sodeties they have their own 
c^amlc of change. Accusing 
them of being cannibals, f(>r 
example, is like accusing moc - 
era Britain of denying worae:] 
the vote. They also share a pn - 
found respect for the land as th j 
source of food and life. Some E . > 
per cent of their land is covere J 
in forest, in which thqr practL*’ 
subsistence agriculture, cull.- 
vating and sweet potatoc s 
and raising large herds of pigs. 
But the Indonesians have a dif- 
ferent kind of reverence for th .- 
land, because it sits on some cl 
the richest copper and goi J 
deposits in the world. 

When it comes to Wester.7 
investment. West Papua sul- 
denly ceases to be eithc’ 
“remote" or “inhospitable' . 
Freeport’s massive expansion : 
made possible by SI tor.‘> 

London-based' RT2L ih. 
world's largest mining com- 
pany. RIZ has an 1 1.8 percer: 
share in Freeport and a seat on 
the company's boarcL Fc r 
Indonesia and the West, th:.- 
means “development" anJ 
“growth", but an Araungm.' 
le^er presents a very differer > 
version of the stoiy:“Heeport . 
he says, “is dig^ng out our 
□lotber’s brain. That is why w : 
are resisting." 

The wriier worics for Sunii-c! 
Interruuiorud, which campaign . 
for tribal peaces' nghls. 
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Alliance blocks float payouts to the car 




JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial CoiTespondent 


So-called “raipetbvsers” who 
poured severd millim pounds 
into new accounts in the Al- 
liance & Leicester BuDduig So- 
deiy over the last couple ^ days 
in the hope of bonus payouts 
when it converts to bank status 
will not receive a penny, it 
emerged yesterday. 

The news came as City 


sources revealed that the UK’s 
thi^blggestsod^wiO in^wse 
a retrospective cut-off date, 31 


December 1995, for bonus p^- 
ments on its proposed JObn 


flotation. 

llie frenzied crowds of 
account-openers tlmt spilled 
on to the pavement on Monday 
at Alliance’s branch in 
Kiz^gsway, London, toesrample^ 
will receive no bonus payments. 

Even after Alliance raised the 


miminum balance for new 
membersb^ accounts recenth^ 
to £5,000 it was stQl getting 
nificant inflows," accorduig to 
City c^seevers. 

The Alliance’s 3 million-odd 
exisimg members wiO leorive an 
average cash payment of 
around £800, higher than pre- 
vious estimates of £500. 

Alliance's intention to de- 
mutualise, fir^ reported by the 
Independent on m September 


last year, win be ofGdally an- 
nounced in a conpie of weeks. 

Hie society will put the pro- 
posed float to a vote by memr 
bem tewanb the end of theyear. 
AHianoe is then schedulra to 
float cm the Stock market in mkl' 
1997, ^ to sot months before 
flotatiem of \lboIwich Build- 
ing Society. 

Observers point out that Al- 
liance started to close share ac- 
counts as eaify as 1^ December 


in order to forestall ‘'carpet- 
bagg^ who were cmening ac- 
counts in the h(^ of a pay-off. 
Yesterday Afliaoce officially an- 
nounced the withdrew of its 
last membershq) accounts to 
new investors, in order to ^’pre- 
vent qiecnlatioiL'’ 

The closed acoounis include 
lessa, Bonos 90, Bonus 180 and 
Midas share accounts. ‘'This ac- 
tion foHows the dosuze of the 
society's Keysaver account (» IS 


January and effectively doses 
the door on all speculative in- 
vestments,” the society said. 

New savers can still open a 
pi^e Deposit account, intiD- 
doced on 4 December, which 
does not confer membezsli^ 
rights, the society said. 

Hie only way to still take ad- 
vantage of a flotation bonus is 
to take out a mort^ige with Al- 
liance, according to anabrsts, al- 
though this would be as 


extreme 

custcunets or the^ Alliance & 

l^cestsr can continue 

ate their accounts nomally and 

are unaflaaed ty th« changes 

thesodetysaW-Husm^nsex- 
fatmg customers can witeb mon- 
ey between accounts as much as 

dieylike.it said 
Customers with raatunng 
lessa accounts can roll these 
over into replacement accounts 
yf]ich still confer membership 


rights and therefore a cashpay- 

off, the society added. 

Alliance said it was stiU u^ 
dear how many 

get a pay-ouL Not an of its 3 ^ 

fion share accounts 
membership r^ts. All ^.000 
mortgage bwrowers wul get a 

^ annb 'sts clipcct ^yiiaoce 

to announce soon its third con- 
secutive set of record annual 
profits, at more than £30(kn. 


Prospect of 
lower rates 
ignites 
the markets 


Mirror, mirror . . . Heseltine puts a keen gloss on Pi lkington’s new ‘float glass’ pro^ct {{a,rV6y‘* 

Jones hit 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 




DIANE COYl£ 

Economics Correspondent 


Hopes that a round of in- 
ternational interest rate cuts will 
start in Germany tomorrow, 
ahead of a weekend meeting of 
ministers from the Croup of 


Seven leading industrial coun- 
tries, ignited financial markets 


yesterday. 

The prospect of lower rates, 
triggered by a looming eco- 
nomic crisis in Germany, took 
the mark lower against the 
dollar and other currencies. 
Hie dollar touched DM1 .46 be- 
fore falling track sligbtfy. Ger- 
man share prices set a record. 

The pound also strength- 
ened against the mark. Shares 
in London jump^ the FT -SE 
100 index ending nearly 48 


USdobisiierDM 




Oct Nov Dec Jan 


points higher at 3.710.6. Paris 
and ocher Continental stock 
markets also climbed, VM 

Street was down 21 points to 
5,027 at midday. 

Richard Kersley, equity 
strategist at BZW, said: ’’A 
mood of optimism about low- 
er interest rates has revived.’' 

Fears about the danger of re- 
cession mean interest rates in 
the US, Britain and the rest of 
Eurt^ are widety expected to 
fall within the next few weeks. 

Most City of London econ- 
omists believe Kenneth Qarke, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and Eddie George, Governor 
of the Bank of England, will 
probably not move after their 
meeting today, but a quarter 
point base rate reduction is li^ 
iy in February or March. 

The fact that ^cbael Hes- 
eltine, Deputy Prime Minister, 


let slip a day early news that un- 
employment bad fallen for the 
2&h month tn succession in Die- 
cember, did nothing to dent the 
view that the econoatys weak- 
ness justifies lower rates. 

Evidence that the German 
economy is slowing sharps has 
raised e.Tpectations that the 
Bundesbank will trim its repo 
rate, a market rate at which it 
deals with hanks, after its coun- 
cil meeting tomorrow. 

Hans Hetzneyer, president of 
the Bundesba^ fuelled the 
sense of anticipadon in finan- 
cial markets when he told Ger- 
man television that interest 
rate could fall if growth of the 
M3 money supply measure re- 
mained below target. Analysts 
think the official discount rate 
is likely to be reduced before 
the end of March. The Bank of 
France is also expected to act 
tomorrow. 

The G7 finance mimsters 
and central bankers meeting in 
Paris at the weekend will dis- 
cuss the danger of a global slow- 
dowiL French Prime Minister, 
Alain Juppd, said French and 
German economics ministers 
would meet sep^tely to dis- 
cuss the economic troubles af- 
flicting both countries. 

The C7 meeting is one of a 
clutch of intenuiuonal policy 
sessions, starting with yester- 
day's montUy meeting of cen- 
tra bankers at the European 
Monetary Insdtute in Franlmut, 
and leading on to an EU fi- 
nance ministers* meeting on 
Monday. 

Gera^ Lyons, chief econo- 
mist at DKB Securides in Lon- 
don, said: “How to transform 
the dead-w-eight of the German 
slowdown back into the en^e 
of European growth will Ira at 
the (op of the G7 agenda.” 

Recent evidence indicadng 
that Gennan/s GDP was, a! 
best, flat in the final quarter of 
last year after falling in the third 
quarter has caused consterna- ' 
don among policymakers, not 
least because it suggested the 
country will find it difficult to 
satisfy the Maastricht criteria 
for Joining the European sin^e 
currency. In 1995 die German , 
government budget deficit was 
3.6 per cent of GDP, above the 
3 per cent target. ' 




Pull exposure: Tfie Deputy Prime Minister, Michael Heseltine, attended the unveifing yesterday at the Pilkington Technology Centre of the new 
product, iriirch the group says marina bi^kthrough in glass manufacturing Pfxitogr^h: Craig Eastern 


Scottish & Newcastle to Pet food protest 
cut 1^00 brewing jobs goes untaiped 


NIGEL COPE 


Scottish & Newcastle, which be- 
came Britain's biggest brewer 
following its acquisidon of 
Course last summer, is to cut 
1,600 jobs and dose two brew- 
eries as part of the integration 
programme. The cuts represent 
^ per cent of the group's 8,000 
beer produedon emp)qyee& 

The company plans to close 
the Fountain Head brewery in 
Halifax, whicb produces '^b- 
steris Sind Wilkin's bitter as 
well as Foster's and Molson 
l^r. Also to dose is the Home 
brewery in Nottingham, which 
brews Home Ales and Matthew 
Brown beer. 

The Fountain Head brewery, 
which will close by OcU^r, 
been making beer since 1828 
and employed 184 people. Not- 
dngham's Home brewery, 
which will be a phased closure, 
has been brewing local ales 
since 1875. The remainder of 
the redundancies will be made 
at 13 distribudoQ depots that 
will also close. 

The company said: “It b sad, 


pardcularly as these arc long- 
standing industrial locations 
with a strong tradition and her- 
itage. But the beer mdustry in 
19W b very different to what it 
was in the middle of the 19th 
century." 

However, the Labour 
imniediat^ oidcised the job 
losses, winch indude 250 in the 
Rudidiffe constituency of the 
Chancellor, Kenneth Qaike. 
Ian McCartney, the shadow 
employment secretary, said: 
“These employees are the lat- 
est innocent vretums of the mer^ 
er mania running riot throu^ 
Britain’s boardrooms. It is a 
calamify that such a successful 
coirrpany can blight the lives of 
so many of its local employees.” 

The redundancies are port of 
a radical restructure at Scottish 
Coura^ Sootdsfa & Newc^e’s 
newly created beer dmsioiL fti 
a move designed to streamline 
production, distribution and 
sales it b iklucing its nun^r of 
depots bom 41 to 28. 

The company said the cuts 
would yield annual savings of 
£75m. The company has al- 


ready announced £150m of pro- 
visions to cover the restructure. 
Htis includes £80m in cash and 
an asset write-down of £70m. 

In future SAN's brewing will 
be concentrated at sev'en sites 
in Edinburgh. Newcastle, '^d- 
caster, Manchester, Masham, 
Bristol and Reading. Home 
Ales win be produced by Mans- 
field Breweries in Nonb Not- 


Dalgefy pet food group lester- 
dav duawered that l^rench 


workers take a different ap- 
proach to industrial relations. 


tinghamshire. The brew ing of 
Webster’s arid Wlson's wifi be 


Webster’s and Wlson's wiU be 
trar^erred to other sites. 

Last montii Scottish & New- 
castle reported interim profits 
that were at the lower end of ex- 
pectations. Pre-tax profits rose 
from £l45m to £l54m. The 
company announced then that 
it wewd be closing breweries but 
refiised to be drawn on which 
might go. Some analysts pec- 
ulated that as many as four 
might dose. 

On sales of £300m Courage 
contributed profits of to 
group operating profits for the 
ii weeks following the 
takeover. Analysts are fore- 
castiitg group profits of £312m 
for the full year. 


writes N^d Cope. Threatened 
with dosuie. die woitfotce at the 
comparn 's plant in Agen, south- 
ern France, took two of the 
plant's management hostage on 
Monday oi^t to meet their de- 
mands Uiat the factory should be 
kept opeiL 

The compain' had annouixred 
the dosure ofa plant last week, 
in a cost-cutting move that will 
invoh'e 140 job losses, ^t the 
Spfllers group had bargained 
without the strong-arm tactics 
of the French. 

Daniel BouJet, the managing 
director of Spfllers Petfood, 
France, and his human re- 
sources director, Bernard Man- 
haval, were “comfortably 
detained", as the company de- 
scribed it, at the factory 
throughout Monday night, be- 
fore Iraing allowed to leave in 
the morning. 

The company says they were 
not tied up and were given 
food. It is therefore unlikely that 


the managemeut duo had to re- 
sort to opeoing a couple of tins', 
of Felix to ease their hung^ 
pan^ 

“I think they ^pent the n^t 
sleeping in thev chairs and 
were mlowred home .in the 
morning to chaise their shins 
and have a ^ve,^a ^kesman 
for the compare s^ “They 
then game back to resume 
negotiations.” 

The conqrany added: **We 
want to come to an amicable 
anangement and hope to re- 
sume discussions with the 
Wcnkets'CoundL But the plant 
will dose.” 

The local trade unions want 
the local prefect to appomt a 
mediator to resolve the conflict 
at the company. 

The strikii^ staff want the 
closure plan to be withdrawn 
and demand that Dalgefy either 
modernises the plant or builds 
a new plant there. , 

The closure is part of the 
rationalbation programme that i 
followed Dalgetys acquisition I 
of Quaker’s pet food interests , 
in Europe lak year. . I 


Sir John HarvqrJone% the for- 
mer chairman of ICl, has had 
a minor stroke. The old 

Sir John, whose long hair and 
kipper ties have became famous 
to mfllions of tefeinskni viewers 
of his Troubleshooten pro- 
gramme, was afflicted just be- 
fore Cliristizias. Described by his 

private office as “a very mild 

sbra^”, he has been ordered by 
doctors to take two months 
complete rest. 

“He is approaching tus 72ad 
birthday, is sumiosed to be re? 
tired and has been ordered to . 
take agood kn^rest”, aspokes- 
wonran said He has been wpek- 
ing “very, very hard”, hmins 
completed another series of. 
Trotad^UMders Iasi year. 

Sir John's televiaon apiiear- 
aotres lypicalfy raise his mailbc^ 
thre^ld to more than lOOIn- 
tCTS a week, and he feels oblig- 
ed to reply to them all and even 
speaks dhectiy' to peopfe. who 
need help, the s^ke&N<man 
said. On top of that he bs . 
speakmg engagements allows 
the place and other tekviskm 
work which tai^ him trav’dli^ 
an over the coivatiy- He has 
I been told to cut dtmn on the 
burden of his wtnk when he 
I returns. 

Sir Jofan’a naval career 
spanned wrvice hi submaifoes 
and work as a Russian and 
then German ibterpreter. Bid 
he rpcQi most of his wxnkiiK lit 
at ICL cidmiirating intlietfair- 
maashfo between ‘1982'7aB<I ; 
1987. • • . . 

iSir.John bexaune acciwid i. j 
number 'of cdixxiratfi: and ofiK 
er roles folldwmg his teti^^ 
from ICI, inciii&ig; chairman- 
ship50fBurDsA(u£cfoii,4nfl: _ 
fated network of finaBCial- 
sidvis^, tire Councfl'of the .~ ' 
'Wildfofri Ir^ arm tire bdairdof 
The Econozriist-Hegavie'npim 
Ja^ coinpaify directioesh9 
hetnxnM70. 
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Thon^son to take over Deutsche’s global deals 




•If 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

Fmanciat Editor 


Maurice Thompson is to take 
over the running of corporate fi- 
nance at Deutsche Morgan 
GrenfeU, plugging a gap left ^ 
senior defecUons to Merrill 
Lynch (are last year. The 38ycor- 
old was the first star poaching 
by DMG from Waibuig at the 
beguuiing of last year, seOing off 
an avalanche of over SO execu- 
tive departures to the German- 
owned merchant bank. 


Mr Thompson will be in 
charge of a newly created 
investment banking division, 
the final stage of the reorgani- 
sation of Deutsche Bank and 
Morgan GrenfeU's investment 
banung operations along 
global, iniegrated lines. 

TTie nsoq^nisation was given 
added urgerKy by the departure 
in November of C\sy Dawson 
and Justin Dowley, the number 
one and tno in oorpnate finanos, 
for Merrill. lx>ng-standingMor- 
gan Grenfell employees, tn^ left 


for the US investment bank in the 
wake of its purchase of the bro- 
ker Smith New Court, and its 
stated strata of esparsion 0 ] be- 
come the leading investment 
bank in the UR and Europe. 

Deutsche Morgan GrenfeU 
made its mark last year as the 
most aggressive of the City 
banks in its eSorts to e^qiand vir- 
tually all aspe^ of its invest- 
ment banking activities. 
Deutsche Bank's dedsioa to 
late 1994 to centre its global in- 
vestment banidng in Tjindon 


around Morgan GrenfeU quick- 
ly reaped the benefits of the 
haemorrhaging of staff from 
its rival In all. DMG 

took on about 75 new executives 
last year, as Deutsche pursues 
its anUrition of becomiira a lead- 
ing global investment nan^g 
power by the end of the decade. 

Maurice Thompson has been 
in charge of equify capital mar , 
kets, along wath his former 
bing collogue, Michael Cohis, 
who was poached at the same 
time. Equity capital markets, 


which focuses on brir^ing new is- 
sues to the maxi^ is the Jreystone 
in the arch linkiiig corporate fi- 
nance and the e^fy dh^ions. Mr 
Cohrs is to continue heading up 
equity capk^ markets. 

The new investinent banidng 
division wiQ r^ioup all the clas- 
sic corporate finance activities 
such as mergers and acquititions 
and equity capital markets, 
adding to it re^mnsibiiify for re- 
lationship management with 
eliens for all the investment 
banl^s (voducts. “The investment 


bankmg division will be re^xra- 
sible for presenting one fatt to 
our ooi^rate dienls through 
dedicated coverage. wiQ also 
be strengthening indusby group 
expertise as a priority,’' said 
Mkfaael Dobson, chief executive. 

Mr Thompson originalfy 
made his name at Waiburgfor 
his handling of BT2 and BT3. 






•Ritra 


Last year was a bumper for 
corporate finance, and invest- 


corpbrate finance, and invest- 
ment banks expect the takeover 
and merger activity to contin- 
ue apace. 
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business 


Cable operators bury their heads in the sand 

oth as a busin(>Ee • . . ^ i_ 


All the hype that 
surrounded what were 
supposed to have 
been some of the 
sexiest Investment 
prospects of the 
1990s has come to 
nought' 


Britain’e an iovestreent, 

change but * dieter. Things may 

pani« cable com- 

the finanSutirf “ flolaUon. or 

scaied^^t^® market at a much 

Wh “P 

dia^^l™^ and Cana- 

H ffi with cable stocks was vastly 

om ^ across the pond biSt 

StUfo« and added subscribers, 

V®** In the UK, 

Ln^ 'n>ey look even 

The a^er is threefold. The first prob- 
u “ marketing. Cable compa- 

nies have generally been managed at the top 
°y ^encan executives who know more 
about digging up streets and connecting the 
local loop to the neighbourhood network 
t^n they do about selling Britons on the 
advantages of cable. Only in recent months 
have a few of the operators brought on mar- 
Keiing people with real abitily. and many of 
these still lack acumen on the doorstep, 
where it really counts. 


A few figures tell the tale. The industry 
as a whole is well on the way to buildtng out 
(he planned networks, having laid sufficient 
cable to pass 5 million homes. But the pen- 
etration rate is a measly 20 per cent indus- 
Liy-wide. That means only one in five who 
could actually take up the service has done 
so. Most of these, moreover, have taken the 
service not for its underlying raison d'etre, 
cable TV, but because it offers cheaper 
telecommunications than BT. 

That brings us to the second prt^lem. 
Cable has not been able to difference its^ 
from other providers of telephone services 
and entertammenL BT is a formidable com- 
petitor, true. But cable ought to be able to 
make much of its David status to ST’S 
Goliath, ofiering better service, lower prices 
and more flexibility. That might be easier 
once number portability is introduced, 
aflowing BT customers to keep their own 
numbers when they switch, but nothing the 
cable industiy has done so for gives mu<± 
faith in its ability to profit from this impor- 
tant concessioa. 

When it comes to programming, cable 
companies have performed lamentably. It is 
almost as if TV and entertamment is no 
more than an afterthougbL There is little if 
any of the interactive services promised by 
the infonnation age and, as for TV, hardly 
anything the punters can’t get elsewhere (on 
“firee” television, or on Rupert Murdoch's 
satellite service). Why shell out£15 a month 
for cable TV if it cannot offeryou anything? 


C^ble has of course come up against a for- 
midable competitor in the form of Mr Mur- 
doch. His stranglehold on subscription TV. 
ranging from dominance of sports and Hol- 
lywood film to the technology used to 
scr^ble and unscramble pay-TV signals, is 
so tight few can take hfm on. Asa result, the 
two biggest cable operators, lelewest and 
Nynex CableComm, have given in, agreeing 
long-term supply arrangements Mr 
Murdoch's BSI^B to ensure a steady sup- 
ply of quali^ programming. Needless to say, 
nobody maJcK much of a margin ofif Mr 
Murdoch. 

The smaller operators have responded 
complaining to the regulators, claiming that 
BSkyB enjoys an unfair advi^tage. While 
th» could make some progress with the 
Office of !^r Iradin^ now investigating 
BSkyB's tenns of supply to the cable indus- 
tiy, merely complaining won't be enough. 
The industry needs to band together, help- 
ing to finance new sources of cable-exclu- 
sive programming to compete with Mr 
Murdoch's offerings. That dott not look like 
happening, however, until IhleWest frees 
itself from the iron grip of TCI, which for 
the time being remains a commercial ally of 
Mr Murdoch. 

Investor in cable can only hope that Ibe 
eranomics of the industry wiU cause the 
long-heralded consolidation to occur 
qukkiy. Right now, there are too many small 
(^ratois running loo many liny franchises, 
it as many analysts ejq)ect. six to eight large 


companies end up dominating the market, 
there may be more room for economies of 
scale, bigger bud^ts for programme ac^i- 
sidoQ and keener marketing campaigns. 
From the investors’ point of view, the best 
returns could be had from those companies 
on the receiving end of the consolidation. 
Sadly, that otdudes the listed companies, 
which are much more likely to be pr^ators 
than prey. 

Tosh high on the menu 
in Forte takeover battle 

A d awful lot of nonesense is being writ- 
ten and said about Granada's £35bn bid 
for Ftorte as the battle approaches what looks 
dcsstined to be the traditional nail-biting fin- 
ish. None more astonishing, however, than 
yester^y's louder in the London Evening 
Standard. Since this presumably reflects 
the view from inside the crumbling walls of 
fortress Forte, it bears some repeating. 

Granada’s bid is described as a piece of 
“commercial vandalism". Its purpose is 
characterised as self-aggrandisement by 
Gerry Robinron, Granada's boss, while the 
outcome, the newspaper laments, will be 
decided by a small group of rich Cjly pro- 
fessionals (the C^l Galleys of this world) 
with only the short-term finandal interests 
of their clienls at heart. What’s good for 
British catering indust^ goes the board 
while there is not a scintilla of evidence to 


suggest that a Granada takeover will bene- 
fit hotel guests or motorway service users. 

What tosh. The idea of Forte as lone 
defender of standards in British catering and 
hotel keeping is as ludicrous as it is mis- 
taken. Why even the City and Business Edi- 
tor of the Independent can produce a better 
&^p little Chef. But even if you hap- 
pen to like X%)rte's particular style of food 
and beds, as many apparently do, nobody 
could surely support the idea of Forte being 
affoTxled some kind of special protedion 
from those evil money men in the Ci^. Even 
Toiiy Blair’s stakeholder economy mi^l 
have some diffi^ty with thaL 

Hotel and catering is like any other busi- 
ness; those who don't deliver the goods find 
their customers go elsewhere. The City's 
problem with Forte is that rightly or wrongly 
it believes Rnie has served its customers and 
shareholders poorly in recent years. The free 
market is a harsh task master and doesn’t 
always get it r^t, but until someone comes 
up with a creole alternative, it is the best 
safeguard we have of efficient, value-for- 
money service. - . 

So please, no waterworks for the grand 
old of R>rte. If Ci^ fund managers get 

it wrong over Forte, backing Granada’s 
break-up bid when the best course would 
have been to give Forte a second chance, it 
will be they who lose most What they see 
is an opportunity to get out of a poorly f>er- 
forming investment at a reasonable price. 
Who can blame them for that? 


. Granada raids Forte shares 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Granada yesterday bet almost 
£40Qm that it would win the 
acdnionknjs battle for Forte, the 
hotels ^up. Around mid- 
morning it waded into the stock 
market snapph^ up 9J. per cent 
of its prey. 

The manoeuvre was seen 1^ 
ana^ts as fruther indication 
that the television and leisure 
company was poised to clinch 
the battle. 

One analyst said: “With the 
siures now held by institudoos 
friendly to Granada, fhk looks 
like the bid is pretty much 
decided.” Mercury Asset Man- 
agement, which holds 15 per 
cent of Forte, is believed to be 
prepariiig to tender its shares to 
Granada. Other institutional 
shareholders were last night 
also leaning towards accepmg 
the hostile offer. 

Forte dismissed the share 
purchase, calling it a “desper- 
ate attempt to restore momen- 
tum to its misguided bid." Sir 
Rocep Forte, the chief execu- 
tive, said: “Granada has yet 
again ^own its true colours by 


fovouiing certain shareholders 
over others." 

But Granada denied that it 
had given preference to certain 
buyers, claiming that its was “an 
open offer, and no one was grv^ 
en privileged position". 

Analysis said only a radical 
move by Forte would now aDaw 
tile company to escape with its 
independence intact Among 
the possible last-minote de- 
fence strategies, the company 


was believed to be dkniaging tfae 
sale of one or more “tropl^" ho- 
tels and to be holding out for a 
higher offer from Whitix^ for 
its restanrants and budget ho- 
tels businesses, v4ikfa the brew- 
er has contracted to btiy for 
£l.QSbn if the Grana^ tnd 
Analysts said a higher bid 
would be hard to acUeve, as 
Whhbread would have to con- 
tnnee iisshareholdeis thata jHC- 
mhim offer made sense. 



Seeking support: Sir Anthony Tennant (left), Forte’s 
new non-executive chairman, and John Hoemer, now 
non-executive director 


Yesterday’s dawn raid had 
been eiq^eoed to accompt^ 
the unveiling of Granada's in- 
creased offer last week, but 
failed to materialise. Under 
Takeover Panel rules, Granada 
is allowed to buy up to 9.9 per 
cent of Forte share^ a( prices 
up to but not exceeding the val- 
ue of its cash-aod-shares offer 
of3S6p. 

It can make additional pur- 
chases of up to a total of ^.9 
per cent of Forte's shares at 
prices no higher than its all-casb 
offer of 36^. 

A Granada adviser cou- 
firmed that the company had 
Sopped short of buying the to- 
tal amount available to h. 
wanted to leave ourselves some 
flexibility for the future." 

According to sources, some 
of Forte’s traditional institu- 
tional supporters were among 
those sb^lmlders selling mu 
yesterd^, as volumes soared to 
more than 160 millkxL Market- 
makers and arbitrageurs were 
also among the seOeis yesterd^, 
according to dealers. 

Separately, the Department 
of Trade and Indu^ con- 


finned yesterday that Granada 
would have to sell Forte's mo- 
torway services areas brandi^ 
as Welcome Break, if its bid suc- 
ceeded, and said it would accept 
an undertaking to that effect m 
lieu of a referral to the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

Granada’s chief executive, 
Gerry Robinson, said: “Wb said 
at the outset that we recognised 
the potential competition issues 
involved and we therefore vol- 
unteered to dispose of all of 
Ibrte's motoiw:^ service areas." 

Following Monday's an- 
nouncement that Sir Rocco 
would rolit the roles of cfaainnan 
and cmef executive. Forte 
yesterday appointed John 
Hoemer, chief executive of 
Burton Group, as non-eu^tive 
director. Sir Anthony Tennant's 
appointment as non-executive 
chairman was annnnnr»^H on 
Monday. 

Following yesterday’s hectic 
trading, Graiiada dos^ up 23p 
at 693p, just below its share 
price paor to launcbing the bid 
m November. Forte closed 
14.5p higher, at 3805p. 


Peoples Phone pulls float 
after slow Christmas 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Conaspondent 

Peoples Phone, the high street 
mobile telei^one company, has 
pulled its planned flotation on 
the London Stock Exchange 
after a disappointing Christmas. 

The company, founded by 
Charles Wgoder in 1988, said 
market sentiment had been hit 
by ix3or tradii^ conditioiis in the 
UK mobile phone sector in the 
run-up to Christmas. 

Peoples Phone, which is 
advised by Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd and UBS, is one of many 
companies that act as “middle- 
men" between network opera- 
tors, such as CeUnet and 
Vodafone, and consiuners who 
buy the telephones and the 
service. The flotation, originally 
scheduled for early this year, 
was expected to value the 
company at £150m-£170m. 

The decision to delay may 
fuel speculation over the liming 
of the expected listing of Or- 
ange. the newest mobile net- 


work operator, owned by 
Hutchison Whampoa and 
British Aerospace. Orange’s 
flotation, which analysts be- 
lieve will value the company at 
more than £2bn, is widely ex- 
pected to go ahead in March. 

Peoples Phone said the move 
to postpone the flotation was 
also prompted 1:^ its own low- 
er-than-ei^cted market share 
in December, adding that this 
was Kkety to have continued into 
Januaiy because of the highly 
competitive offers available 
from other retailers. 

It added in a statement that 
the board remained confident 
about the medium- and long- 
term growth prospects for the 
company. 

Figures from Vodafone and 
Cellneu the main network op- 
erators. shou'ed that the total 
mobile telephone market fell 
sl^ly in December compared 
with the year before, when a 
record 4004)00 pr^Ie ^ned up 
for the networi^ Tneiu is a view 
that people are much more 


conscious of the on-going cost 
of using the tele])hoDes, the ini- 
tial price of which can be ex- 
tremety low. 

Adding to the gloom, the 
Consumers Association re- 
cently alleged that many thou- 
sands of mobile telephone 
subscribers are disillusionedL 
with about one in four regret- 
ting the choice they made and 
many deciding to discoimect. 

A report by the association, 
due in Mardi, will condu>ie that 
the industry has failed to give 
a good enough service for the 
prices charged and (hat the 
networks and equiiment are too 
often unreliable. It wfll criticise 
the tendency to lock people into 
long-term contracts with ex- 
pensive penalty clauses for 
those who want to opt out be- 
fore the agreement expires. 

In spite of the setba^l995 
was the best year yet for the in- 
dustry with Vodafone ending 
the year with over 133 million 
subscribers and Cellnet onl>' a 
foiv tens of thousands behind. 


Fresh Channel 
5 bid evidence 




MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

The row over the controversial 
Channel 5 auction last night 
threatened to inteosifr, as f^h 
evidence came to light of pos- 
sible irregularities in the award 
of Britain's last terrestrial tele- 
viskMi licence. 

On the eve of this morning’s 
Ppgh Court bearing on the con- 
tentious award, it emerged that 
the winning bidders for the dis- 


The bid timetable 


r 2: Bids depooted wifo nc 
nc asks Channel 5 
iBtoaKicasting for dariflc^^ 
Hof ItirKfng ana ng Bfnants 
M 14s M four bidders cleared 
staff on quaBy sounds 
Sa^ 15: Channel 5 
• jai na rinfleing confirms revised 
1 -lUMe ffnanagernents 

Leading bidder UKIV 
>on flrumciB 
nis 

and Vb]^ bids 
on quality ffourids 
Award to Chmnel 5 


luptbeir 

[ cbminitiDent by £100m 

foifr'iiKUiths after the final ap- 
pfetttioiisweFe due in May. The 

m' fnrinatin n is contained in af- 
fidavhs documents sched- 
uled to be presented in the High 

Goort today. 

Virgin TV the losing bidder, 
wfaicb san’ its own application 
for the licence turned aside on 
(juali^ grounds, will argue that 



the revised fruifing offered by 
the winning amsortium. Chan- 
nel S Broadcasting, constituted 
a material change, and was 
against the terms ^ the licence 
process. 

Accordh^ to a shareholder 
agreement ^ted mid-Septem- 
ber, Pearson, MAI, CLT and 
l^hrbufg Pincus agreed to pro- 
vide additicmal funding to cover 
the “worst-case" scenario of 
their tud to run Brilm’s last new 
terrestrial television service. 

The revised financing 
arrangemeats were made after 
the Independent Television 
Commission, the regulating 
body responsible for awarding 
the licence, wrote two letters to 
Channel 5 Broadcasting asiring 
fordarificatkm of its fundnigfor 
the channel. Following receipt 
of the second letter, the Fear- 
son-led consortium agreed to 
add £I00m to the £200m it had 
set aside to fund the channel's 
launch and developn^t . 

The ITC commissioners 
thereafter rejected the advice of 
their and failed two bid- 
ders, ^igin TV and UKTV on 
quality grounds. UKTy which 
bid the most for the Kcenne, 
£36m, was backed by the Ca- 
nadian broadcaster CanWest 
and Sele^TV, the independent 
production compai^. 

Virgin TV wil! 3^6 in the 
High Court lod^ that the Fear- 
son-led consortium was given an 
unfair advantage over other 
bidders, because it was invited 
to msAe a “material alteration” 
in its bid. VTr|in TV was ^ven 
leave to seek judicidal iwiew. 


IN BRIEF 


BZW takes Salomon’s Karat 

BZW, the investment bank, has hired David Karat from Salomon 
Brotl^ to bead its new corporate fimmee group responsible 

for financial institutions. Mr Karat, who was head ofUKcoiporate 
finance at Salomon Mothers, has been a^ipointed managing di- 
rector and co-head of the new group with BZWs Henry ' nilman. 
The group is to develop relationsh^ vrith ttae big banks and in- 
surance companies. 

Ssang Yong buys stake in Caspian 


mitral 12 per cent stake in the enlarged capita] of Ca^ian, the 


of Korea has token an 
capi 

emerging markets investment bank recently set up by'Qirislo- 
pher Heath. Focused on Am and Latin America, S^ngYong and 
Casfnan have set up a strategic relation^p in broking, resemefa, 
capital markets ai^ liskmanagiement. 

M&G to hold course despite departure 

M&G, one of Biitam's largest retail fond manage said there 
was to be no chaiige of strate^ direction following the depar- 
ture of Anihoi^ Shearer, the diief operating officer. M&G blamed 
the departure on a persoualit)' dash with Etovid Mrxgan, the man- 
director. M&G has stored lately from a relati^ly poor 
perfonnance. 

Renwick to chair Save and Prosper 

Sir Robin Renwidk is to take raer as chairman of Saw and Pros- 
per, the unit trust arm of Flendi^ the merchant bank, ou 1 April 
on the retirement of Cbades Nocmeley. 

Boeing and McDonnell shares suffer 

Boeing and M^onneQ Douglas saw their share values dip in New 
York yesterday on reports that they had abandoned talks on a 
posable merger. Sour^si^gestedtiiat the o^odatioas bad been 
scuppered by dis^reements both on the price t^ sou^t hfo- 
Doimell Douglas and on the eventual distribution or top jobs. 
In morning trading yesrerdm% Boeing’s share price dipped to S76 
frran $77 at the start of the day and Hares ox McDormell Dou- 
glas were down $1.75 to $90.25. 

EC approves Luflhansa-SAS alliance 

The European Commission said it had ^iproved the alliance be- 
tween Deutsche T-nfthan<a AG and ScM^tnavian .Airlines Sys- 
tem, subject to conditions on slots, frequencies and maiketing 
agreements. 


SIB under attack on pensions 


Ntcdcum 

The O^’s lop financial watch- 
came imder attack yester- 
day* from the Labour Pa^' and 
the Consumers' Association for 
draggiin its heels o\er the pen- 
rms-seUfog re\iew*, leaviiig 
huixlredsof thousands of smets 
M^houi compensaiioii so far. 

V They saiid mat, dtspiw an 
sent reviefir into tte mis-selling 

of per sonal nftiwdcais ordered bV 
the Sec u ritie s and Investments 
Board 15 mmitie agot 

mootfas behind scb^ule. 
Sir Andrew Large, chainnan 


of the SI^ yesterday blamed a 
combination of computer 
glitches and legal acdoo against 
regulators for the d dba de . 

He claimed that after some 
delay's the process was bade on 
tra^ “Neither we nw investess 
win be satisfied until redress has 
been given to an those to whom 
it is due.” Sir Andrew added. 

But the SIB» whidi publisfaed 



ictsed by Labourh City 
spokesman, Alastair Darim^ 
Mr Darling sai± “Blaming 
[he deky on conqxitersofin’are 


isn't good enough. The regula- 
tCHS must ixeak free from the 
TnieiH^ i s of the trade and act for 
the ptfolic good.” 

Kate ScribbiDS, head of the 

fivwi^-gmupai fVmomigr e’ 

Assooatkm, added: “SIB set its 
owntimet^^andhasbeenim- 
aUe to meet the first of 115 dead- 
lines. We are Ihtle fimher down 
dm road of led^ for those who 
have been cus-soid peoaons 
dm before ths esBRse began.'’ 
The regulator's progress 
report SoBows a p^r from the 
SIB in .November 1994. whidr 
said up to 1.S nuIiiOD people 


may have been mis^ld a per- 
soiiial pension. 

Last year, aU the junior reg- 
ulators were told to deal with 
the most urgent 3504X10 cas es 
bv31 Deos^ier. 

'^me watchdogs, including 
the fund mana^rs' regulator, 
Tmm faa\e now completed a 
large pan of the re\*iew. 

But the main financial ser- 
vices re^ilaior, the l^rsoaal In- 
vescoeni .Authority, has seen its 
own efforts stalled b>' legal x- 
Don and a kmgstandiiig row whh 
mdeznnitv insurers, which must 
foot the compensation bill. 


Can our Business 
Deposit rates match 
the ‘Big Four’ banks? 
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Only if we lower them 


Compare tfie htemc mss en our Business Deposit accounts whh 
of the *B(g Four' banks and )nu1l nobce one thing immediately^ 
Ourr are higher. 


1 THE OOOPSMTIVe BMW BUSmeSSOETOSIT SERVICES tenoSSIWTE. 

Balance Band 

instane 

30 Day 
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Which means there is no more profioble home br funds en 
bank deposit than The Co-operaove Eank. 

With an instant Access account, you can even have a Business 
Banking Cashcard that gives you the easiest possible access to your 
funds 24 hours a day through 8500 Link cash dispensers nationwide. 
Payin g in is easy coa Ybu can pay in throu^ our network of deposit 
machines or use the freepost deposit envelopes we provide. 

>bu cm choose your nonce period - tnsont. 30 day or 90 day. 
So why wan any longer to enjoy higher mseresc? CaJi us today 


0800 323 323 

Call free quoting reference no. 97603 or post the coupon 


The COPERATIVE BANK 


W1^ do business with one that isn't? 

fosi to The Co-operative Bank pLc. FREEPOCT (MR8I92). Manchener MI 9AZ orotl fmon 0800 323 323 |24 hours a day. 7 days a week). 
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the investment column 


ImIiuji I.'- Tom Sti:\ i;\so\ 


Anticipating the millennium 


While the best gains in investmeat arc 
likely to accrue to people with the time 
and dedication to seek out value in in- 
dividual companies, for the vast ma- 
jority that is not a viable option. If you 
are not a professdooaJ ime&or. you have 
to make fewer and longer-term in- 
vestment decisions and for that reason 
they have to be better ones. 

Looidng towards the miUcanium a 
number of extremely exciting growth 

areas are e m ei ^ gthat should form the 

basis of evcryone'^s thinking about in- 
vestment. Emeiging markets in areas 
such as South-East Asia, Latin Amer- 
ica and eastern Europe have received 
plenty of coverage and pooled invest- 
ments in these markets should be part 
of any well-diversiGed and long-term 
portf(^io. 

Even within the mature economies 
of Europe and North America there are 
fast-bowing areas, which os the second 
chart beknv shows have been and are 
likely to continue to be extremely re- 
warding investments. 

^e theme hi^ilighted by several in- 
vestment experts in their annual stort- 
of-ycar forecasts is the rapid ageing of 
populations in most Western counuicsi. 
a demographic shift likely to have an 
enormous impact on spending j»nems. 
Many areas of the econon^ will ben- 
efit fitUD this chanse. not least health- 
care, which alrea^ soaks up a huge 
chunk of American GDF 

You only have to look at the corpo- 
rate activity in pharmaceuticals, 
biotech, medical devices and services 
over the past three years to realise that 
a massive consolidation phase is peep- 
ing the indu^' as the big playeis jockey 
for position. 'That has been one of the 
driving forces behind the growth in 
^nds invested in the sector of which 
the GT Healthcare fund shown below 
is just one example. 

In the US the rapid gn^vih of so- 
called health raanagernent organisa- 
tions has been a remarkable pheno- 
menon of the 198(is and early 1990s as 
the first chan .shows. HMOs. which un- 
like traditional medical insurers also 
contract with doctors and ho^iials, ore 
expected to have half the .American 
population as members bv the end of 
the century compared with only 10 mil- 
lion in J93U. 

Health-care is only one of the likely 
beneficiaries of an ageing population. 
As we discussed in'thts column last 
week rmanctul services comparties tend 
to do well as the averaae rises be- 
cause older people lend to save and in- 
vest more. ITiat favours companies that 


manage other people's mon^, fund 
managers. stoefertAeix and fmnii-anef' 
companies. 

Other wiaaii^ sectors will probably 
indude secu^ as t^der, wealthier peo- 

become mcneasia^ nervous tfooui 
nsing crime levels. Beneficiaries of in- 
creased crimes against property and 
crimes of violence indude privatised 
prisons, alarm companies, security 
guard compames and surveillance 
businesses. An investmeat piem&ed on 
the ageing population should 
look to include exposure to increased 
spendii^ on leisure and tourism, likely 
to faster as the standard of ii^ 
ing increases in emerging countries. 


the controQed diveiaficatbn strategy 

mif ly rfiatmwin, ITawt Ah- 
bott, and chim executive, Peter Mead, 
which has taken the group into areas 
sudi as des^ promotu^ direct mar- 
kelm^ magazme productkiD and posters 
- all the tn^ess described as “below 
the tme" in the jargon. 

Unlike others in the business, AMV 
to have bought well. A string 


of conservative^ financed deals since 
the inid-196(k helped the group weadier 


Diverse deal for 

Abbot Mead 


Abbott Mead V^dcecs passed a milestODe 
yesterday with tte acqt^tion for up to 


Fishbum Hedges Boys Williams. 
though AMV is the U^sseoond-laisest 
advertising agency after Cendiaot, the 
lattiA deal means that in future h wilf 
deriv*e less than half its total revenues 
from that source. It is tiie latest stage in 


the advertising bloodbath in the 1990s, 
with profits botfomingout at£4.72m m 
1992 and reacfamg£^2m in 1994. 

Tie latest deal aj^iears to run in (he 
same vein. Fishbura Hedges' profits 
have risen finm £852,000 in 1994 toon 
unaudit^ figure of over £l.lin lost 
year. Net assets in December were 
£469,000. 

On the basis of those figures, AMV 
is paying £4m in cash down and a fur- 
ther lour additional payments of up to 
£llxn in total over the next three 
years. With the exit p/e ranging from 
two to 10 times, if profits exceed 
£lJ5m by the end of the century, that 
should make the deal comfortably 
ggmifi^!B -g Tihanrio g for the group and 
helps explain yesterday’s 2p rise m the 
shares to 469p. 


Coming on top of deferred pay- 
ments for previous acquisitions, the 
latest deal will have more than wip^ 
out net cash, which totalled £4-2m in 
December 1994. But while AMV will 
still not be constrained if foither 
purchasing opportunities come up, its 
main attraction must come fiom the 
ctmtittued growth of its advertising 
business. 

Ihofitsof £13m in 1996. up firom an 
etqrecfed £10.6m last y^, would put 
tile shares on a prospective multiple of 
20. enough even with the US ad- 

vertising group Omnicom atting on a 
Quarter of the equity. 


‘Mad cow’ 

misery at Sims 


Tke a^eg pofniaths: same wieeiefs 
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SharehoJdeis in Sims Food, which 
supplies meat and poultry to super- 
markets, must be wondering if the com- 
|»ny baa been breaking mirrors, such 
e its run of misfortune. In the past 
seven years it has issued six profits 
warnings and two cash calls. Its shares 
have slumped dramatically, from 339p 
three years ago to 28p y^terday. 

The latest trauma is “mad cow dsease". 
or which has badty affected sales 
of ^e£. Its meat sales are thought to 
be down 10-^ per cent Sims is likely 
(o pass Its final imdend for tte fun yem 
to March 1996. These results are likely 
to be i^rticularly awful as they will be 
wradted ^ asset write-downs. The 
company is in talks to sell its red meat 
business which supply meat to super- 
markets and to the catering trade. 
These dKi^ns accounted for 80 per 
cent of Sims's £285m sales. Their dis- 
pel will leave the compam* with only 
its manufacturing operation which 
makes beefburgers and sausages. 
These are higher-margin sectors but. 
in the current food environment, 
hanih' lilmly to yield high growth. 

Analysis' forecasts range a £lm 
operatmglcss to a£lm Derating prof- 
it for the year to March, though tfie pre- 
rax figures s expected to 1 m a heavy 
loss. It isa dismal talc but possible take- 
over action ofieis a enunb of comfort 
lo the company's bniised shareholders. 
Sims has ahea^* receK-ed offeis for the 
whole company. 

Means^^ PDFM. the fund man- 
ager. has been increasing its stoke and 
holds 22 per cent Perhaps it senses a 
deal coming that uou/d put everyone 
out of their misety. 




Sex-change econemst 

presents a revised figure 


^Cf J 




The Institote of Economic 
Affairs is guaranteed a full 
house on Monday 18 March 
wten ftofessor Deirdre 
McCosl^' will deliver her Ij^ 
tore on “Bourgeois Vlitue”. 
Known for her stroira femi- 
nisi views, the John F Murr^ 
professor of economics at the 
University of Iowa (and pro- 
fessor of histoiv. no less) wlD 
argue that it is time to “redis- 
cover an art, literature, ethics 
and economics'* that cele- 
brates the fact that we are 
lown^seople. 

1 Imow what you are think- 
ing. The pro^ror of econom- 
ics at the Univeiaty of Iowa is 
ncA Deinfre McOosly but 
Donald McQosky, the noted 
author who just Irapp^ to be 
an authority on feminism and 
ecoDomks. Not ai^ more he 
isn'L Students returning to 
the Iowa canyus after the 
Christmas bn^ have been 
confronted with a profound 
and fundamental change in 
their mentor fo&owing a visit 
to a dink in San Francisco. 

Nevertheless, most are 
agreed that the revised fig- 
ure (always a popular con- 
cept in economic circles) sits 


more comfortably wi* the 

professor’s contribulton to 

the role of women in the 
economy. Academics may re- 
call suefi seminal works as/n 
Bevond Economic Man and 
Sotne Consequences of a 
Conjeedve Economics. 

Not that such matters will 
be debated at the lEA. Prof 
MeCtosky will tackle the 
trickier business of Adam 
Smith’s third set of virtues 
“the bouigeois virtues of the 
townspeison". Book early. 


We exclosively reveal 
why Tom Ityncr, the new 
chief executive of Sainsbut/s 
supermarkets, cannot be per- 
suaded to stay on beyond 
1997. The grocer's number 
two executive has salt water 
in his veins and the call of 
the Mediterranean can be 
put oS no longer.- 

Mr Vyuer has been mess- 
ing around in boats for the 
past 30 years. But last year 
he afforded himself the luxu- 
ry of an Italian-made Riva 
motor cruiser called Miss 


Poppy. Once purchased he 
s£&d it from the yard in 
Italy gowned by Rolls-Royce) 


to Majorca, where it has 
been mooted wef , 

•it’s mv only hopbj', 

MrVvnef.whosiartirowitfaa 

rubber dinghy. “But I haw 
had little chance to enjoy it 
tocentty.*’ The boat sleeps 
four to six and cruises com- 
fortably a! between IS and 
20 knots - ideal for hopping 
around the hfed. 

■* The "ood ibing smout 
boating is that it taxes your 
mind," claims Mr Y>'U5r- 
who enjovs cfuiiung wUi nis 
wife. “If 1 was silling on a 
beach I would onty be uwr}- 
ing about the business." 








Nervous ticks reappear m 
Cazenove. The brokers have 
learned that the annual fig- 
ures firom their client, 
Buimah CastroL will fall on 
1 April. 

The last time this hap- 
pened was just after the Gulf 
War when Jonathan Fiy. the 
Burmah chief executive, in- 
sisted on pla>ing an Ap^ 
fools prank. He told a his 
horrified audience that 
Buimab had struck a deal 
with Iraq's Ba’atb party to 
suppty Saddam wiiJi petrol. 



Party time in the Cabinet Wu* Rooms 
ypictured a^-e) last nigbt, irilb the noiblier 
cxuncfaeis at the Central Statistkn] Office 
celebrating tbeir 55tfa and final birthday The 
CSO - fonnded in 1941 by Winston ChniduU 
to help man^ the economy in the Second 
World War - is merging with the Office of 


Population Censuses and Surveys to form Hie 
Office for National Statistics. Parly gos^ 
ineviubty cenbed on the year 1941. A {unt of 
hitler ibn cost tlm eqnival»t Id 4 paice' 
pared with £149 today; thdre were 1.9 mfilkiD 
private cars (20 mfifion today) That year abo 
saw the birth of Bob Dylan. Just fan^ that 


C(^nac sales 



NIGEL COPE 


Rcmy Cointreau, the French 
drinks group, reported a fail in 
operating profits yesterday as a 
result oflower sales of its ^my 
Martin brand of cognac and the 
effects of currency fluctuatioos. 
The company alw announced 
plans to reduce its FrS.Sbn 
(£1.15bn| debt mountain to 
Frtibu by converting debt into 
equity stakes. 

Reporting figures for the 
nine months between April and 


December, the company said 
sales of cognac were lOpercem 
down on the same period last 
year after the company intro- 
duced a price rise in July. The 
company lost market share to 
other cognac producers which 
cut prices or them constant 

However, ^my said rival 
producers were increasing 
prices and Reiny Martin was be- 
ginning to daw back the lost 
ground Sales had fallen sharply 
in China, though sales of cham- 
pagne such as Krug and Pieper 


Heidsieckhad increased. Renw 
Cointreau's joint managing df- 
rector, Marc Heriar Dubreuil, 
said: “You can tell the mood of 
a country by how mudi cognac 
it drinks." 

Countries such as ^emam. 
Korea and Russia were in a 
good moodi, he said while ^ir- 
its (and sales) were deflated in 
France and Germany. The UK 
was performing steadily. 

The compaity also said that 
the Freodi government's cou- 
troveisia) mraear tests in the Pa- 


cific Rim last year had led fo 
local boycotts that dented sales 
of its champagnes and wines. 
Local action was.pari^arty 
stroi^ in Scanttinavra and Ger- 
many, as well as in JapaiL How- 
ever, sales in Britain bad not 
been affected Sales bad also 
been disrupted by the rei^t 
strikes in Paris though this had 
not been serious. 

While sales of co^ac felL 
champagne sales were up by 30 
per cent in the period Liqueur, 
wine and spirit sales were almost 


10 per cent up. However, group 
profits were lower as the mar- 
gins on champagnes and wines 
.toeslimmer. Currency fluctua- 
tions had abo mov ed a^ainsuhe 
company. 

Sales of Passoa. a passion fruit 
liqueur launched seven years 
a^. were growing strongly with 
s5es up 30 per cent on 1^ vrtr. 

In the six months to June, 
group operaiiog profits fell 
from Fr394m to Fr216ra. How- 
e\er. pre-tax profit increased 
from Frl.^5ro to Fr217m due to 


Fr256m of exceptional items re- 
lating to the transfer of the 
Ficon brand trading rights to 
Grand Metropoliran s IDV sub- 
sidtan’ last June. 


.As ban of the group's policy 
to reduce debts its main share- 


holder. Orpar. has exercised its 
comertible bond for FrSabm 
creating 6 million new shares. 
Orpar is TU per cenl-owned by 
the Dubreil family which con- 
trols the croup with the re- 
maining 30 per cent held by 
HishJand Distilleries. 


IN BRIEF 


30% pay rise for Sage boss 


David Goldman, chairman of accountancy software group Sage, 
took home a 30 per cent pay rise in the year to September H 

£176.928 to £230,449. The increase followed another succes^ ^ 
year at the Newcastle-based group that has grown profits fast since 
coming to the market in 19^. L^ year's pre-tax profit of £22.4m 
comptoed with £143m the year before. Since fioiation, Ifaesbans 
bav'e risen more than tenfold. 


finance 

accountancy 


legal 



An 8 appointment 
seeSm coverir^ vital 
issues in accountancy, 
public sector finance and 
the legal profession. 
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Debenham’s profits collapse 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 


The moribund property market 
daimed another victim yester- 
day as Debenham Tewson & 
Ctunnocks announced a slump 
in profits for the six months to 
Odober and slashed its dMdend 
from l.Sp a share to just 0.^. 

Debenham ’s shares, whiefa 
have already tumbled from a 


capital values lower by (he cal- 
endar year-eod.” 

Turnover in the first half was 
almost m^tained at £27.75m 


(£28.1m) but pre-tax profits 
l.7Vm to 


hi^ of 156p at the be^nning of 
19^, foU a tuither 6p yesteraay 


to 41p, barely abo^ the low 
level they readied in the depths 
of the propeiy iodusUy's re- 
cession m 1992. 

Richard Lay. chairman, said 
he remained cautious on the 
sbon-term outlook ftir (be in- 


dustry. “Activity in the proper 
lined at i 


ty market remaineo at a 
subdued level throughout 1995. 
with tenant demand showiiu 
few signs of recovery and wiu 


collapsed from £1. 
£937,000 as over-capacity in 
the surveying indusliy and lit- 
tle demaz^ to agency i^ork oe- 
ated wafer-thin margins. 

Mr Lay said; “As i have said 
before, we suffer both from the 
weakness of the maiket itself 
and from the contuutii^ sig- 
oificanc over-capacity in the 
property advisoiy profession in 
a market which is markedly 
smaller than it was five years 
ago. This has led to fee levels 
bemg cut to imeconomic levels.’* 

Debenham has at least sur- 
vived the ]onger-tfaan-e:^cted 
properly recession, wUch at 
the end of last year drag^d one 
of surveying's better-known 
names into receiveTstup. Coi- 



W35 a grouiog auareness of the 
fact UTat high-quality work was 
unsustainable in an’unreaiisti- 
cally priced market. Deben- 
ham. Mr Lay said, would not 
take on anv new work other 


than at an acceptable profit and 
:d the rest of the 


Debenham is advising on 
Lloyd’s sale and leaseback 


iiers Erdman Lewis bad to be 
rescued by Conrad Ritblat. (be 
agency interest of British Land's 
chairman John RiiblaL after 
failing with the loss of more than 
50 jobs. 

Mr Lay said be believed there 


he encouragei 
industry to follow suit. 

During the period Debenham 
acted on some high-profile 
property deals, including the 
sale by Brit^h Coal of 5,000 
non-o^rational properties cov- 
ering 150,000 acres. 

Since the end of the first half, 
Che firm has advised the pur- 
chasers of the former MI5 
headquarters in Dirzun Street, 
a deal which has freed up one 
of the best development sites in 
central London. It is also work- 
ing for Lloyd’s of London in the 
insurance market's sale and 
leaseback plans for its trophy 
headquarters in the City. 


Campbell promoted at Costain 


Cosiain appointed a new finance director yesierdity, prtoQoting 
John Campbell from finance director of the’ en^neerii^ and con- 
struction division to the same role at group level He succeeds 
Alan Lovell, who was appointed chief executive in. September 1993. 


McKechnie makes £27m US acquisition 


Plastics group McKechnie is buying Thompson InlemationaL 8 
wheel trim supplier to the North Ameikan carmariceL for£27Jjo. 
Thompson employs 500 and has two main manufactuimgplants 
io South Canidina ^ Kentudty.Ia the ^sar to Maidi 1995, Tbqsq>- 
son made pre-tax profits of £3.Sm from sales of £46Ain. .. 


Couitaulds sells insulation busine^ 


Couitaulds has sold its Blackbum-based electiical insulatitKibusi- 
ness to Kensuiat, a London company, for an uncfisclo:%d.suffl. 
Formerly known as Hazelhurst Sample, the business' is of 
Courtaulds Aerospace ^mposites and had a net asi^ value of 
£1.3oi in March i^t year. f. 




Drugs group hopeful on Aids treatment 


ML Laboratories, the dn^ company listed on the Unlisted Se- 
curities MarkeL said a dini^ study in Ai^ patients .ctf ite patented 
anti-viral agent D2S. was progressing well It hd^ to make a 
detailed statement about the drug's effectiveness next month. 
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New technology gives 
Microgen a boost 


MAGNUS GRIMONO 


The recovery continued last 
year at Mfcrogen, (be computer 
data group that has suffered at 
the hands of more advanced 
forms of data storage equip- 
menL 

New technolt^. better mar- 
keting and a rationalisation of 
the business had restored the 
profitability of the UK business. 
Douglas Lee, chairman, said 
yesterday. 

lliese moves had also re- 
sulted in a further year of good 
turnover and profit growth in 
the Nordic and Gennan com- 
ics and laid a firm basis for 

iture growth and develop- 
mesL Mr Lee added. 

The shares jumped 13p to 
191p as the group annouix^ a 


panic 

nitur 


36 per cent rise in pre-tax prof- 
its to £8.38oi in the year lo Oc- 
tober. Earnings per share leapt 
48 per cent lo 14.8p and Mi- 
crogen K raising the dividend 
from 7.25p (o 7.5p. after a fuito 
of5.2p. 

The company has been heav- 
ily dependent on old-fashioned 
computer output tnicrofiim 
busine^ which is losing out to 
new methods of data stora^ 
and retrieval such as gptol 
discs and online puMi^ing. 
But over the past two years Mi- 
crogen has moved to cut the 
number of its raicroQlm bureaux 
and introduce more up-to-date 
products. Last year's profits 
are someway short of the £l<im 
or so Jill at the peak in 1988. hut 
represent a si^ificant recovery 
from the f 4J23ro struck in 1993. 


‘Super Tuesd^ as US 
bank results impress 


'Three leading US banks an- 
nounced better-ihan-expecied 
results yesterday for the last 
quarter of 1995. with loan 
growth powered tty the 
comiouing strength of the 
American economy, writes 
John WlUcock. 

Citicorp, Chemical Bonk and 
Chase Manhattan all did better 
than forecast, while only 
NationsBank disappointed. 

Joseph Band, chief invest- 
ment strategist at Wall Street 
brokers Bhocstock. said that 
yesterday was “super Tuesday 
for Uie banks. All the big names 
are reporting and, for the most 
pan. they have really fttceeded 
estimates.** 

Even though NationsBank's 
rc:tolts were poorly received, it 
increased its fourlh-quarler 


earnings to $1.85 a share, up 
from 51.45. 

Hugh McColL chairman and 
chief executive officer, said, 
‘in 1994, our company set forth 

three financial goals lo achieve 

by the end of We have ex- 

ceeded these goals in 1995 ty 
producing 17per cent earnings 
per share growth, a 1 7 per cent 
return on equity and an effi- 
cicnc>' ratio below 60 per cent" 

Wells Faigo posted fourth- 
quarter earnings per sh.tre of 
$6.29 compared with $3.96 in 
the same period last time. Rrst 
Inicrstale had I'ourth-quartcr 
earnings per share of $2.66 
against S2.65. 

Cha.se Manhattan Corp an- 
nounced fourth-quarter earn- 
ings per share of $1.70 
compared with Sl.W. 
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market report/shares 

Prices soar on interest rate hopes and takeover talk BSIMIM 






Share prices soared yesterday 
recording their best one-dw 
Sa“K for three znonths. Expec- 
tations of hinher culs in inter- 
est rat« and takeover nimotiis 
driving forces. 

. ^ sutged 

47.9 points to dose at 3.71D.6 
aM ^talisingly near the aJI- 
taiehighof3,720.61 hitaweek 
ago. Most of the trading pdlon 

among the leading stocks, 
aluiough second-Jiners record- 
ed reasonable gaine and the 
250 index advanced 

15.9 points to 4,037.5 
^are trading volumes were 

nigh despite a swiftly execut- 
ed and successful market raid 

on Ebrte stock Granada. Ib- 

vol^e topped 900 mfllion, 
of which 162 million was in 
Forte shares alone. 

Investors side-stepped the 

lar>lrliierf.a :^i_ . r_ . 


.'-.V J jr- 


me 

lacklustre overnight perfor- 
mance on Wall S^t, and 
share_ prices in London start- 
ing rising steadOy from the 
opening bell. 


The bullish tone for the ses- 
sion was fiiinly established in 
Tnid-moming trading when 
Granada gave the go-code for 
Hoare Gwett and BZW to 
mount an assualt on Forte’s 
shares at up to 3S4p each. 

Many of Forte’s mtitution- 
al shareholdeis found the offer 
too gpod to refuse, and Grana- 
da was soon sitting on more 
than 9 per cent of the hotel 
compands shares. Forte fin- 
ish^ 14Jp higher at SSOJp, 
while Granada's shares 
climbed 23p to 693p - their 
highest level since the televi- 
sion company fired off its 
takeover bid in late November. 

The final count put (otd 
turnover in Forte at mil- 
lion. Dealers said the bid pen- 
dulum was swinging increasiiu 
in Granada’s favour, althr wigK 
several continued to predict a 
close finish when hostilities 
cease next Tuesd^. 

Prospects for cheaper mon- 
ey, ihoi^ held centre su^ for 



MARKET REPORT 


JOHN 

SHEPHERD 


most of the session. Longer dat- 
ed gilt-edged stocks dimbed 
three quarters of a point, mak- 


ing a two-day gain of around 
one-and-a-hal/mints. 


one-and-a-half points. 

Optimism over interest rates 
was buoyed when Michael 
Heseltine let slip that today’s 
uneizq>loyment statistics would 
show the 28th consecutive 
monthly fall. 

Some traders were betting 
on the outside chance that 
this morning’s meeting be- 
tween the Chancellor and the 
Governor of the Rank of Eng- 
land mi^t yield a quarter 
point cut in rates. Most, how- 
ever. predicted that the Chan- 
cellorwas unlikely to pre-empt 
a move by the Bundesbank, 


which meets lomonxyw, and 
would wait until next month 
before lowering rates. 

A smanering of takeover 
gossip, noticeably absent on 
Monday, helped keep the par- 
ty going. Zeoeca leapt 43p to 
£1Z91 as bid rumours resur- 
faced. 

Analysts at Sodete Gen- 
erale Strauss Turnbull said 
that if a bid materialised for 
Zeneca h should be around £15 
a share. The name of Roche of 
Switzerland was a gain being 
touted as the most likefy to 
mount a bid. Glaro rose 17p to 
902p with Hoare Govett turn- 
ing positive on the stock. 

Continued bid speculation 
pushed WkM of LeaOier a fur- 


tber9phi^ierto7te.DiFSFtar- 

nitn^ steady at 39^ and Carw 
petiight, aim undianged at 
442p, are both being dpped as 
suitors. 

Ut^ds Chemists dimbed 
16p to 291p as rumours resur- 
Cacedthatapredalorwashuk- 
ingm thevmi^ The qieculadve 
let of bidders indttdm Asda, a 
penny better at 114.5p, and 
Unjcfaem, off Ip to 249^ 

Composite insurers were 
lively as tfaoi^hts turned to pos- 
sible oonsohdation in the see- 
tor. Gnardian Royal Eisdiai^ 
closed 133p higher at 269.5p, 
Snn AUfance increased 13p to 
379p and Royal Insurance 
addM 9p to 3^p. 

Allied Dwneeq was again in 
demand, finishing 6/p higher at 
S49pwi^ investors Decoming 
increasingly convinced that a 
disposal of hs half-share in the 
Cailsbeig l&tl^ brewing ven- 
ture was drawing near. up 

1 Ip to 727p, and Wliidiread. ^ 
firmer at 680p, are the 


favourite candidates to strike 
a deal with Allied. 

Elsewhere in drinks, Scot- 
tish & Newcastle eas^ Ip to 
608p as it unvefled its lopg- 
awarted rationalisatioa of its 

brewing business foBowing lari 

summer’s purchase of 
Courage. Poor results from 
Remy unsettled one of its 
main shareholders, H^Uand 
Distilleries, off 4p to 326p. 

The day's casualty list m- 
duded Shns Fbods, down 5p to 
28p on yet another profits 
warning, and Mersey Docks 
Haxhoar, to 391p on 
worries that industrial unrest 
could cost the compaiqr con- 
tracts with shipping lin^ 

n . w *Tn tn 


^Memory Corporation, trad- 
ed on AIM, is nunoured to be 
on the verge of clinching a 
tradii^ deal with the mi^ty 
Sumitrano Corporation of 
Japan. The deal is said to in- 
volve repairing and upgrad- 
ing rejected D-Ram computer 
chips wfaicfa Sumhomoi^ 
boy from mauufocturers and 
then resell to customers in 
the Fhr EasL Shares in Mem- 
ory were 5p ii^er at one 
stage before closing un- 
changed at395p. 


First Leisure slipped 7p to 
368p ahead of toda/s full ye^ 
results, which anawsis predict 
will produce taxable profits of 
between £9m and £4ljn. There 
was a mfld rumour that the 
group may announce further 
CTpsmgim i of hs health and fit- 
ness buriness. 


^Shares in Scotia Holdings, 
(he pharmaceuticals compa- 
iij^ climbed 2<^ to 583p late 
in the day amid mmoors of a 

pending ■wwAnwpftmMi* nn 

tile possibili^ of finding an 
aKeroative use for one of its 
dmgs. Several delayed trades 
at prices iq> to 592p were 
istered after the close. The al- 
ternative use, according to 
one trader; was for treatment 
of multipfo sclerosis. 
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The Dlreaors of Granada Group PLC accept responsibilly for the 
Information eoniained in this advenisement. To the best of Uielr 
knowledge and belief (having taken all reasonable care to enstira that 
such Is the case), such kifcrmation is in accordance with the facts 
and does not omit anything likely to affect the Import of such 
mfermation. •Granada Group PLC reserves the right to Incraasa or 
odiorwlse amend the tneraased Offer should a eampetitive shuaden 
arise or stmHd the Panel cn TMeoiws end Mergers so spre. 
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Prime time spot for Treacy on Danoli 


Racbig 

GREG WOOD ' 

Ask iDO« punters in a BriUsh 
betting shop who Tbinmv Trea 

best gues^ might 
be -Dick’s brother”. By Se 
time of the Festival at Chel- 
tenham m March, thoueh the 
j«lrey may be con- 
siderably more familiar, as the 
Kgular partner of Ireland’s 
fevounte hurdler. E>anolL 
Tom R3ley, Danoli's trainer 
announced yesterday that "&« ’ 
<y wpl be in the saddle when the 
gelding, not seen on a race-track 
since suffering a Ufe-threaten- 

ii% iiguiy when winning the Ain- 


® April, contests the 
{*11" Champion Hurdle at 
^pardstown on Sunday. 
Oiarhe Swan, who has sieer^ 
F greatest viclo- 
nril * yesterday that 

pnor cJaifM on his services 
mean ^al be he wfl] be unable 
to mmniain the partnership, 
and Foley quickly turned to 
treacy to take his place. 

Though he has bad iiist four 
ndes in Britain, Tommy B^acy 
is one of the rising stars of Irish 
He finished sfacth in the 
ndery diampionship last season 
®*“,a^dy has 23 winners to his 
CTedh this term. He has aly> rid- 
den Danoli twice before, recoid- 


Dividend disappoints 


log a victory in a minor hurdle 
race and th^ place in a com- 
petitive Leopaidstown evenL 
”i was waiting to hear from 
Adrian Maguire and I didn’t 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; No Rain No Gain 
(Windsor 3.449 
NB: King Luofer 
(Nottingham 1-50) 

hear from him at alffoleysaid 
yesterday. “Tbrmny Imows the 
horse, and he’s schooled him re- 
cently, which is also a help.” 
should also have at 
least one more chance to fill in 


any gaps in his knowledge of 
Danoli after Sunday's race. 
“The first run will probably tell 
us a lot,” Foley sai^ “but we’re 
using it more as a nice intro- 
duction, we’re not going to kill 
him. He’d have another run be- 
fore Qielrenham, and he*U be 
a different horse in his next run, 
it always takes three oi four 
races to get him ri^t Tint's why 
we have to run him on Sunday, 
other than that we wouldn't” 
Ceaify, Fok^ will be content 
sinqdy to see Duoli finkh Sun- 
day's race safely, but while vio- 
toiy is unlikely, tor the hurdler's 
many followers it wQl te an on- 
expecled pleasure to see him 


nmning at alL Those wAio feared 
Chat he mig^t never compete 
again following his knee injuiy 
at Liveipool were underesti- 
mating their hero, however. 

“It’s still a day-to-day job,” 
Foley said, “and there’s very few 
that come back and race after 
an injury like that But he's de- 
termined himself to come badt 
one way or the other. He 
doesn’t give in.” 

Treacy was predictably de- 
lighted ^yesterday’s booking. 
“YouH certainly be seeing me 
at the Festival in March any- 
way,” he said, “but now, please 
God, 1 mi^t be on Danofi.” 
With Motttelado and Hotel 


Minella, Swan’s mount in ; 
erence to Danoli, also definite 
runners in Sunday’s race at 
Leopardstown, the Qtampion 
Huime Irial at Haydock 24 
hours earlier again seems un- 
likely to be wor^ of the name. 

T^lve remain in the contest 
but yesterday it became clear 
that mai 9 are uncertain to Tun. 
Degree of doubt surround the 
participation of the David 
Elsworth-tiained pair Atoms 
and j^^lom’s Lady (who is 
also entered in the Irish race), 
MysQv, Moorish and Dato Star, 
altbou^ Malcolm Jefferson, 
Dato Star’s trainer, had en- 
couraging news of his progress. 



Foley: ‘nice introduction' 


“He is very well inde^,” 
Jefferson said of last year’s nn- 
pressive winner of the Festival 
Bumper. “He has been 

schooled in tensively and juna 
very well” Dato Star is cuneni.^ 

avaiJaUe at 25-1 for tiie Ch am - 
pkm Hurdle. 


An afternoon of winning 
favourites at Carlisle yester- 
day saw the Tote Jackpot won 
for the first time in nearly a fort- 
night iMthougb the meagre re- 
turn will have disappointed 
some it still paid more than a 
starting-price accumulator. 

“The pool built up to 
£418,960, but with five win- 
ning favourites and the other 


Cheltenham’s frost fiasco proves costly for Gillespie 


winner a second favourite there 
were L0S6.S9 winning units.” 

the Tbie’s spokesman. Geof&CT 
Webster, said. “The dividend 
£281.40, which compares to 
the starling-price equivaleat of 
£154.35.” 

The day’s pool started with a 
rany-over of £194,000 as the 
j^kpot had not been won since 
the Ungfield card on 6 January. 


December is generally an ex- 
pensive month for all ^us, but 
for Edward Gillespie it has 
proved unusually co^, writes 
Gr^Wbod. Cheltenham's man , 
a^g director was yesterday 
fined £600 by a Jockey Club 
Disdplinaiy Committee for his 
cole m the last-minute aban- 
donment of the course’s 
IKplepriot ^Id Cup meeting 


in early December. Some of the 
punters who wasted time and 
money travellix^ to the course 
may feel he got off lightly. 

Gillespie, who was acting 
clerk of the course on the 
in question, was found to be in 
breach of Rule 222 (iii), a catch- 
all regulation which covers 
brin^g radng into disrepute. 
The abandonment, ^rtty be- 
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B0NMN6T0N HAIOKAP CHASE (CLASS F] £3.850 added 
2m 5T UOyris Penalty Value £3448 
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1 BRADMORE novice SEUMG hurdle (CLASS G) £2300 
added 2m Penalty Value £2,449 
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•anner Oowt Melody a Waeeaar (2m7f|. Nes ame, he tray «wl haw wn if he twjrrn 
Menjus a hewas mninj up wih sei«ifleneestc>jienpat8an0V4ndesU(] be MWih 
P Cf a c n er wia «nn. b:it tM UOs in three ammpa rraiiaa rwn a U nay ar^ A110 
CEORfiE tray be about m htt tatm. tr took <Mie a (a* tuna bdoie he mara^ « iwi 
seaeon and a was guts a aacem partbrniance when he did. He beat Kawio and Rd 01 
Fee Rnih Spoa Mimars tns aMsoni at Sanddwn in Febniary dft a Ngw mack then 
iBd^ and tu third to BramUerdl Buck at Newsm AObot laat ame out eeaAy tops three 
earlier runs ths season. The ffun m^onty oT the omen are arugfiPi to And or hetd 
ther farm. Suppaale 6 being med in oiWws an aoempi id tdanUc Nm end the ore 
fornimn the bes case can be rrade a pemees nuiftiilNiiilwn. iihn win left wed 
deer when wmnvig a newee erase here test Pebnaiy. He has had a recant wsrrrHip over 
hurtles, ft ttoudn't be that much of a surpnse if Jmrny FiiGcfald tenWn bedi fbaeoe 
Mr suceessfUty after rreariy three years oft. SdeoHon: Aim GEORGE 
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GIUBROOK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £4fiO0 added 
2m Penalty Value £23S4 
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1996: no eorw p wfcfi race 

ronaeuDE 

Thiedtar. generaly Uinlreied on the Flat, put in ha bea perttormance wima the bmu 
Mhan a dose fbivtti over a rnie at Hayoodun SepaBidHr and Bhes a drop in gracto after 
tree run» over hmaes. There seemed a Mr amount of bremlse in hs sreyetg-on ftauih 
C«h‘n(! Ocean HaiMt at Lensier n November, but re UKin'l get home n qure a 
co-'peotr/e race icon by Mil Thyme here the Mjareng month. Zlngbar shaUU tM ft 
easier agama platere. ya the apenem o> MNBBl VALLEY coUd pme >ia no much, 
aivreys assuming he and WadelmiAe don't cut cadi oiher'e threob. Both are bont- 
rj-:nOT and Amber Valley has been ftsM out on eauer grtiund hefbre. but if he e n dden 
n.ih jua a iiiue more neevaru than over a tanger tnp at Newton Abbot bst arrw mat may 
do ^he Inch. TaWtl had TWfw FIgM 20 lengths back in ttwd when ehasrg home 
tVita'ara Hin in a non aeller at Newton Abbot first t>ne out bedt in Sefiwmber. Neither 
hai ii«3r7,eg on that, though at least Zhtud had Maren Ppe'a Whrefnrtaie MBSie nne 
i**!^ aervnC tvhen suih tn a Suatford seller n October, ffuftiutlon' AMBER VAU£Y 
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WHTEMOOR NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 added 3m 
110yds Penalty VUue £3J77 
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Afier KurutefUTg and unseating his nder ftMjr out ai the second Uvsion of Mng lianhj 
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1 
2 
3 
A 
$ 

6 
7 
6 

9 tOrtSO CnilCRMS0VBIB»(S8(a8lgyii^TtRdfte«ekeS6Wnsail>8Jt6Btiy 

111 stlr30- BAffSNAMpaqtniUisMBssacMlLHanslOiafi AMa^ 

11 PlSttB- RS.BD8(M«|(0je7iS3Dei.TRODsoiJa«s6lD9-^__JklAflB9lM 

12 CUOdS gMMfTtlPIl^myr-faii-nr, IUI*.-9i«Ainfl _ 

-Udederad- 

Mhlmun ISk nw fir-dhsp «eie= Scaoe SBiab. 

KnNl;U-4Tdaein,4>lDlanBDdCal.lMltaUpft.7*lMltBKMS)(MBSalsei,lMII»- 
aisre Of SBiy, IM H0U An wad, Seerba, 34-1 otham 

1995;T^areGdb910l2T£'<yS-l P8«iie)l 9ren 

FORMCUDE 

No faiea to get a place at Huian^lQn m Seotember after corm^ tb V* second 
last sell swneng oft die bft. He s. apparerdy. a noise that needs to ae held uo to 
the last momerc and. fttsowng cm facs aver Mnses, Luke Haney rede hsn to p eile ttM i 
when he beat Generei Torve at me last m ee ti ng . Ho«ev«.tDitoy^ race may not be run to 
suR han tre nme and the one that ready cau^ the eye n that race wes %hnn Smre, 
saymg on in seventh after swingrg wide entermg the soa^B. Thn was on^ the second 
rece tor ^Nan Sabre m rane.morefts and he will come on tvpreeably Mr. He's also 7lb 
bette r Bi and «9 be Mtaed to the tables Css ttme, jex. even rf ne does the ncmee 
TSNEM may have me scope m beat them oom. Teman showed the benefit of Ns first 
rut of me season try canfin»ng the premse 8wn last term mth a eomfiraOM wm a 
Wndsor m November. Nermer SaM del nor lil u iee m Of 6tory s howed they nere 
aiiyamere near mar best behmd Most Ecual a VMwMi last bme aid mat Ham's 
siableinare. D UhhhwI Cot, stoufts have a aeoar tfonce Mter he iwi egansi Thornton 
Gate a H^fdodi m Novemser. That was only hs scoorel tun m two seaeuns. With Tan 
Thomsen Jones's horses gikng so weB Ots season Keel Row must haw a chave with 
her ftpii weigB. SafaetlDiE TelNEiN 

ASPLET CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS F) £2,850 2m Sf UOyds PMty VUm £2,5« 

m 
a 

32.2121 0U>HABI|S(SS)3KThxm-JJL^re7UU 
S26^ tMOElWrnUPbdatiSesdiJJOTtteutO 
20IT3^3 SNLByUCSnn09(rFFrwn;Tfiss»7116 


3.50 
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41 
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OP 

3 

OOP 

A 

324121 

s 

S26441 

6 

20IT383 

7 

S0-2S61 

6 

3Bs«tO 

9 

566U 

10 

Q6RB 

11 

02U21 

12 

0000-16 

13 

aaw3 

14 

S001F9 

15 

3MW 

Ifi 

5F&205 

17 

Q0QI6 

IS 

ISW 

19 

RK355' 

20 

tmo -2 

21 

4000 

22 

OQFOBO 



-BMa*g 


_JWLeres 

-JJMspby 

1(9 


JSNswtMm 
-OTbseesO} 
Glee 


jfMMegffi 

jir 


-APIfeCsy 

jaeamm 


MwiMain 

-22McMad- 

ACBBaun MtSfC lOsi. 7iw.MtM3aegnsrGi^-riej)9vi3BkSc98M6022;Sae9nNKrte 

108, ftvaf SanSfd Sk: & 9s 72 l Ss SI CMe Ml 9s lA. 

BEnVtt 7-8 CasaMbh UadN M csea 7-4 Oweas Mau, M M ^ Re 

-TBi TtnUiilisi'llsiTTii TITTnifnsfffi TT1 nt|-~ 

3S95:Cs3RAOs> 5 U lOCH:^. 7-2 O Stfo i san: 13 t i 

RmGOSlE 

An m qenen c eo Uasner rekaig over ftam Rimd Dunwoody nay not meet with 
everyone's appmiW, bu! yoreig Robert Brens takes a wqr handy 8b off CAMMfSN and 
that mght be suf S&ew for me five.yereMd a fMaw wi lest month's Du cas ter mn over 
two and a haft miles. U^icy acec snoe wimng over 10 on me Hat « ffiee, 

CsRipas) had a premsng firs nr: 9ta rudies Oshmd Turrotfe at Ni'iicsstlB before 
beabng Sxnn Norm going away. HiedeM Heaven (lab beser ml wes l7 tenths baA 
m iDum and miavnagir \\To beasr «fi a lum« 12 leitfa amy m firm. The fisVier 
Carroe^ were the sear he looked, so todays eoa ftstang aid a hal « d he 
a,iuaw«ay and me lutfieMSi gave me Mm a mighiy boost by beating a conveUM fielo 
at Ascot on Rcay. Cwnp BaUc rao nm ptomnereftf eno was sU wefl tntre when 
tor room s tsie ftum US IL0C m a sbongy-oontssted t hue - nm er w«i by TUie 
The Butisicn s me bs: meebr^. He Uttit have the bes of ftdr s Ascot the on* 
before and Bt*^ to be ei there g me finahs today's weig»t5.0eiiis ares has swn 
nw ssve fi ns .* tf4 a «iec-beaaen Sth Wien Sag ty Iba Sas was tM to Sou Tiaoer 
at Mcester m ind-Nbwmber. She ha otwaudy bnpioved aid looMd gbod vmen 
drawng dear to bea Taagtff a VAsheiby on Thursday. The UeUuod is that aw can 
aan tt« tabtes on Ter. Pander's mare, wai thoutfi she is 12Bi worse in. and tm wn 
Bbk better than Old MBs’ two vresnes. A break we earl/ Fbwrrbsr, (Sue the 
Strang eoeipany. are a^es Itode Weewy ftflowmg up ha Ut&nur van and eest 
ff fl s aw could be Dug^ sL2 ei uom a dance when k&mg ha lida three out at 

Towcessa las bme. SeieeOoBE WS’ilCN 


^li&ISklEPESDEST 

ffarse^ 
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f!iii5itiNAij>Bg»-lU 175 


^ i H w eauMWa 


lonresas* 


RACING RESULTS 



CARUSLE 
■LOffc L. JOCKS eirass Oebbini 5-2 

ta*SK2.llDel««.Cwae25-l;&F^ 
etn Oiaraiw lOO-L M ran. 8. 1. IG 
Ricnaids. Greystokei. WMi 

fOQ-M. Comparer SmK0R 
Tno: C07.00 loan won, * 

B^mg carried Mwid » Not»^^ 

®?So; 1. THE 81*67 J^JT 

3 liifz Miner Jack» 

Mon 100-1. s* «w^ 20. 3-:. .G R.cr.a» 
TbMs £1.60; £!-«>. SS.dO. 

rff'^r, H6S3. Iho: £2933) (pat 

” ^. 50 . commdef Saagtt Haredise 

rna LL Tpp; £62.f0- 

-^.1.6eNBiAL^2!S£ 




£U0: £130. £230. il-sa Dts Fbrecass 
£720. CSRipuar Faecass as.68. 

fcs a ss £15.97. Tno: £7^0. 

3O0:l.e0LOENfCU0r-W^ U-30 
fat: 2. at WDodPBdt 2-1: & OriUneae 
Ctood 6-1. 4(WL >;•. 6. (M H Sasre;^ Ma^ 
ton). 'M b £23L Dial PnEac £Z2 Ql Cam- 
puar Saai^ Ftereeass £3.56. 

330: 3. STORMY CORAL i3 Ssse^ 7- 
2;2.JUdbMFWd5-l:3.CMiWiBd33- 
l.llmkS.lMfUacbave.A.K'*. (CFMiec 
IflBwr aw t. Ibta: ESjOC; £130. Pflf). 
£4.00. OuS Fbrecesb r“ T, 30 Osmsusr 
Sbajgg ftresass £a).73. ^tease £45ad2. 
Trio: grwaon (ten Fkarv. isans Gare. 

4J00: 1. RARIESS WONDet kSven: 
7-2; i. Smm et &1; 3 Abbot of fte ne as 
11-3 11 raw 5-1 fbv Xn:as PMC 
-fmrf'mrr' ~ ■ T^‘TTnrtri'ir-iaT 
Wre£530;a5CL£3.1g.£a9aaaftg- 
ease ££7.^ Cervss' Sstffz Fseeasr 
£46.56. frssgZ £229.79. £81 3B. 

jeefcpob £283.40. 

Haeapett £3630. ijaidptf £1050- 
Ptaea 8; S»36. fleea 5: £634. 

■ nre meeting a: lin^jeiti u-as 

aiseriduneti ±.’e ta ^ 


Fog threat at 
Nottingham 

Charlie Moore, Nottingham's 
clerk of the course, yestexxiay 
warned that today's card at the 
tra^ could be the latest victim 
<rffog. have had a {msblera 
with fog ail day and U Is fore- 
cast ov^em%hl too*" he sakL 
need the situatioa to improve.” 


Yesterday's all-weather card 
at Lzng&eld and the previous 
day's fixture at Sedgefield were 


both called off due to fog 
|Lay it Off has been de^ed 
for both the \Mnd50r 2.40 and 
the Nottingham 1-50 today. 
The horse will run at V^'indsor. 
unless that card is abandoned. 


fore the first race was due to 
stall, was a publio-relations cat- 
astrophe for Cheltenham, with 
as estimated crowd of 8,000 al- 
ready at the track. Most have 
now had their admission fee re- 
funded. although many are still 
out of pocket as a result of trav- 
elling and other expenses. 

Despite an ervemight frost, 
Gilles^e’s response to all en- 


Quiries was that there was no 
threat to racing. He also failed 
to inform the stewards that the 
couise was unraceable when 
inqMCted at 6am. There had 
beranoagnificaDt mprovement 
when the stewards walked the 
course at noon, and the decision 
to ^»ndcm the meeting was an- 
nounced shortly afterwards. 

Gillespie admcwledged yes- 


terday that mistakes had been 
made. ‘'^Ve all learned a les- 
son.” he said. “Radog is all 
ab^ communication, and 
viou^ if faced with the dr- 

cumstances again, h would come 
^her up the list of priorities.” 
■The eban^ion appnaitioe, Sd} 
Sanders, has been gives a seven- 
day Han for failing to attend a 
Jockey C3ub inquiiy last month. 




HYPERION 

CaroMs Cntfader 1 j 40 BoDvar 2JD Eyre 
Point 2.40 Ganfeon Commander 3110 Daly Sport 
Girl 3.40 No P^No Gain 42D Soohie May 


WMDLESHAM NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,800 added 3m 

23P643 BAUyGUWB(46MMVVMMre9120 RD"4t 

46U-46 HDUr8IM6HeNTwaBfvOliei7U3.__XUMng|n 
39-12X6 8W<qD8aDWOF>HTvBBftO—>TXia.^Tireto 

6Q0G6 SWBCaSEpqTLkGnmllUD IRKimidi 

P341Pf B0IB8B.(37)CRMwlBX10 Btarel 


GtMNG; Soft (Cood la Soft in pi»r— on Chrae econe). 

■ Fl9B«i«r.<bgA eenn. Mwl. wfth Rnp Mra. and Irag aaigltt. 
•nd A 300yd novbL 

■ Couae in N ofuwn on A80S. Sadora liWlMtaDr Gmnl 
vkv from Undon, fW ldbi g wi) Bid Windsor Bhcnide iMnice 
frmIi>nden,WHaloo) ltiLAl>IIIS6U)N:CliibU2;TKtenMb 
SS; 9ftrer RSieSA. CARPAU: aubS2; irarelndcrSlfrOorSl. 


FP00G6 BflftPHDWEWJWaeSlOa 
S»44ftC RKeHMe.(U)ftJueK91011 
Afipa* mAAMMJWdtSlOU 



sk; 


WINKEBS IN TBE LAST SEVEN DATS: Ncne. 
LONG-DISTANCE 60NNEBS: PWratal (1.40) hwbeBi ml 191 
mOB ty g CtVniM IIPB WnBierodIg, pyto 


•f <tf\| ROYAL WINDSOR MAIDEN HURDLE 
(GLASS E) (nv I) £3,200 2m er 120yds 


1 F5544Q ABSOUnarMBAfiEIUtCtaaldBllIS^aMey 

2 OanN> GNfiMEKIAVEfeqMBCHMrMllO 6UMtB 

3 5 nESaUBPeDCmBUlD. 

4 0 emmfBBimPHNiMdsuio nc 

5 17 KmN9IZ)(U8S9HliMM9Ull) AINy 

8 85- MUOmt40llCMBn5111D___— .JMra 

7 BBMMiLJMlSlllQ — DMMv 

8 OQC60 MNneOUBERHQSMclBTllID. 

9 M6 U8DUHV|«a>MBJNn«i6UXD 

20 (P nasiatpmumn^TieMsu 

il 2416 lASnCBU(14)mNfiBreln6111fi 

32 441 nuaNenNpqM&HPmeiiio. 

13 P NEHUfilSindSJUFanSUlO... 

14 GO- WirmfiM(29eAJWhai7tllO 

15 s wmBUNatretJAiMuBSutfi. 

16 43 n— ■ran'fMWip^i*.in 

I HJIIII. 1 1 tn~l r -Ti. TT tBiili-i firr-'r. It 1 fir 

•Bfebdr AvBNe, 10-1 Mapy BA Tdag Lndg; IM aOBk 
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7 

8 

9 4408-40 QUMMir HOUSE mOCMrere BID ID.... 

10 4D006f RBatt.AUM(7RD(rBnn61D10 WHmtw 

11 D44-2S3 BMl»IBfR(13)SMdv71D8 JHMBi 

12 20^ 6MimcaieUM»nATiml7108.^CBbarr 

13 54.mR MRDNCDCerednTlOT KHdradi 

M 90D6W eAmHMtnB(14)DMdb910 7 DMBg 

15 im MASiauiRMpStRAtaBBlOS CIlBrii 

16 SF-5R6 FfBZEIMiapnJTUftTlOS SUNM 

17 SfBA&aU UrffOIF(19i601M7105 SCBBon 

18 2S9MF aeeEtJ{4a}JKIi61DlD4 JFTtttay 

-ttSMOnd- 

BEnme6-iaBitoHCBMrad»,MBNIirear.7-lteaDida.lO- 
1 Ma Mdre. Ra CtagM. 14-1 Hb^ SMft CMB Gna, 16.1 oetn 

JANUABY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,200 added 2m 





40M1S WGa0rBUa(M)mmJJenMK5U11..4FtRn 

U23836 MAeOORVftFOOeonJBBl^euiD HBnlre 

664606 NIINECMn»im)nSlbw7ll7 AacbM 

234586 IHU0irStAI»(»)nJVMe7U6 Plldntf*s 

515666 MBiyiMep4nD0ann61frl2 CUmM 

Ul-462 aUUfSNRraeLnnBLM^ 71011 


JbJLU w dAB 


aons-i fiiwritrnim>frpTii)ir|uiiwitiinfi wmrTdiBMt 

3ER3D BEMBKCASnEKDftFnaaxOB 
0666BS- 1IT18nfUBt(413)|CD)IJDn«lllDl. 


1,40 


RATS JUVBAE NOVKE HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £4JKW added 4YO 2m 


221 DOSttminRAMtUBll! 


.aitNatn 
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in o»aemMfii)wiiiiriiA 

MRUtads 

3 

125 BS>WIA»crp2}lill^ll5 

ii*,i 
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MUiim 
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B 

30UPF DU»UMfaarep5|jiiwniioi2 soMain 

S3 GOUITSSei02)lteHK9tlO]2 PFH^ 
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10 

054 t£SIM3BI(lRCEt«en]012 

0 P0LrAIMN8HM|31)MBMil012 

_JRKiiMiUi 
DBqne 

12 

13 

2fi 

15 

4 (MIB>niQNr(Sr|R0U8tail012 

06 VBBEUMA(tI)DAta4lmllD12 

DVMhtai 

...—SHriM 






V 

FP UtMMElisUsLMBnfelOT 

HMatta 


JiMEJjaanm 

OGOS43 mai8 i n ff am3 iNPSHei^6iD0.T0B BBb ia 

UIWXXHl BaSIITMIEmMsMlagBlDO 08*^ 

IS CLAIIMeiiUtSn Glims 100 

-UMaad- 

AMiuffMgmOH. TnaiBMfBpwpe; AnanGuRrBEiai Stm- 

five 6d U8. CMDn CM ea S6L 

KJI W M 7-1 AbMck CtAaomk, 9-2 Ul^ Lb*. 5-1 NNhe Ofisfiai, 
U Wreny Mb, 7<L Miy Byoft m M IMy Mk, 304 MMK 

ROALWMDSOR NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4«500 added 2m 5f 

mPNMNOOllMCMimJatadSllU _J>Md» 

BUCXAmOW(S6}DOBwc9U4 DMtei 

Ul;HlM!¥pHBanpa7H4 

CMM)MKHKn0t9U4 ....__J»JC8fe«r(7I 
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<WU6> 
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10 
11 
12 

33 4P4MF4 
lA 

15 

16 K8424 

17 OWP 

18 onippf 


2MB0 «9VEVa|B)RAIrar7114 
6 

3 00MP 

unop 

/&G-233 
F5 
A2VW 


FUIDSM S41£ {Xn 8 QBB 9 U 4 , 
OVBIEME |U| A Tuna 8 U 4_. 
HAm HORSE (U) R HodVS 9 11 4 . 
mMKFBD |U} C tad 7 11 4. 
nNJW MKN dV 6 Oaksr JoKS 8 11 4 . 
IFF AW UMD on ft Aka 9 U 4 . 


.JFHBW 


-aHwncn 

-WHtMM 

~_c 


WMmriBIBtMsjnnai9U.l ^WMBUfid 

M0M6Mr(28i6TloiB7U4 gtaKfi 

IWERQ4URHDde&8114 ^rDreaa*i(R 

AMKnnnmmwB R Ridre 6 10 13 Mn 

DOM SWNMMI 04) M Pue 5 ID 13 ___0 BttWafiB 
:iEEP7)NM(0iel81O13 RDaM 


-17 

gn9W:T-4DB4B,?-lli8nfBrtBy.»16iiiiitn,CiH)iln,lD- 
1 SefYB, ureted Fraot. 12-1 otbn 


■EnMfrT.4 

104 


2:10 


ROYAL WINDSOR MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS EICDtVR) £3200 ^SfllOyds 


0P4 AnmwMMMnBSuio 

06 BALUBWAWmRBUdfivBlllD. 


1 
2 

3 ome 8U0l8inBe«r{59AJinB6111D-_— JFTINy 

4 rano-l E»EraiV|10)MBJPVBi7UlO »IMn 

5 00186 llftJIUIBDGKp4NTMBn«MB61110 -eUnaRn 

6 P umcaMKMDtaMBU10__^RKMM 

7 on IMmEMIHBI(M}MfMM£&in61110_8MtGWt 

8 (B5M mmnMBp4)UIIIB*Bn5U10 PCnMvtn 

aso BWaUBMSPBIOStamdTUlD lAMiMr 

10 442V46- _ii 

11 2L64P WZZDMBPMigBUlO. 

22 CQOMJO AMNSBB|UBrp4)jmg7US 

13 000 ASNGM.LADr|14TVM5115 

14 0PS2P4J GEmCiaiCri5QRI««6116 

15 30. FNBEfEIIROSEPORHtftMMTIlS 

16 8 IBMDaR|373)RQnb5U5 

-IBdtdBBl- 

BEnMK54MftM,84N»fM«84HM,MMB,Anc6BBCk, 
104 MM OiB, TM, BttB» 


MiM6HrMffne(i.32S50ipnoeB(c9ioi3 

OrPMUad 

-IB ilwAa id- 

N» M No 6W. 84 UR Aid Lnd, »4 Dn Swoal, 
Mb, fMMA 124 ChW, MM J6|V 164 0Dia» 

TTfnl DinCHET HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£3J)00 added an 4f 

U232/A- aBM6(48l6WftGBaft»6120 eiWi uglH 

RlSlAS 8nHHW»gr|98)WTilBWDn B 61113.-5Jfi^fn 

621415 MBii ll■l^p^)lfctnl*^*»7H1n 


3G0CS mW MP img p3)71MVB6119 

022425 SOPIEIMrU7)GLMooR5118. 


-Ettntr 


2330AB MJUSfTfmmUStnDfnmBU* DfWtn 

QQ2SD6 MWBGaD|«2)^BD*r6114__ ^JiBneV 

014215- HH38MHMMILlJJ4)WNWMg6U3 CMndi 



121200 BMnBfiBr|6qBt0Hl)n6112 IfrJL 

ID 225018 I I MWC5 0C 4n Y1443)AN tweim 8110_Ji 
U 184234 IMMSMUER(M}p)(BF}RltaeSUO J>(75ita 

22 2143-43 IMIUlH6IMIMII(79JNae»5108 Wllimtin 

13 586006 CMOO{I9UBlrisl0!O6 D9vn 

U OSMUD imNBmB88iM|(nSfiWtar7lD3 N 



15 064405 RHMU AKmnJimaTlDl 

16 3IP-166 IMBIZO4)M»LWBre6X00 

17 P40CO4 tBSMXBHQRlnBlDO 
IB ce IBSWD0K)(13}Skmi410O. 

-lOd wi— I- 

iMim mVc IDE The AandEOP "dpc Naan Odid SB 13IL 
BEHMS 84 PyMi Mn. 74 SOfMi IM 84 HMM MB. 104 
SgllM 9*MMtB> ItadBi^ NMHI Das, 124 Mtam 


WQLyERHAMPTPN 

HYPERION 

200 Aitfou Z30 Pbariy Dancer 3LOO Ocean Park 
330 AraboybB 4J00 Merino Street 430 Br^ 

enoone 


3 2/00838 0CEANMBK(mi44HBnaS90 AOMhe 

4 SHDWnEBUBABWy790 OMhUdm 

5 300006 TmMBBB«0N|9)B»IAIIHan490 BCirtad 

6 8Q0Y UM8MIWE(BO«|BlJ0«%nSB9 TWMiii 6 

7 0DUWSrMaftPieaea4S9 ciMta2 

B RennEFMiretvS89 iMiuga 


GOtNOiSrendvd. 

STAUS; TTft lmGr-nniide;rBiHlndB-lnMde. 

OAAW ADV’6NTAG& ffigb ban BTie la 4f. 

■ PBatfind, )eft-l«nd, oral coorae, 

MOowraBNpfuranoDA44B.APIIlSaON;ErtiaiiccS6;B». 
eacMBtUO fbr ouraace lo Vimig Rauunrt; addUeoaU) 600 
ftrrecaL CAB PABK: free. 


-Bdedaid- 

BEnOW 84 OaUai PeaM, 24 Oeam M, 74YtaB« Bbmb. OOn. 
84 Lvcomai 364 M0rt TIOM, 204 oHbb 


3.30 




AlIl 


1800), Bed Aralde 


BLXNKBBBD PB9r lUM Tm 

f4frOL 

WOWBBS IN TUB LAST BBVDf DAXft KM)* Bey (030) von 
tare OB Wedoodty aa) etao a Soudmdl ga nid^. 
LWG-mBTANCB BUNNEBS; Ctaaya'b OMra (4J0) las taa 
M* 186 wtoftrPChrte from AiMiurei«««i g^sinirT 


CONTROLS CENTER HANDICAP (CLASS 
C) £8300 added Im 4f 

14111.2 OFBMBlffP{UHCO)(BnMesGK*aqrS912 

RCbetaMS 

253444 miCEDfiNaBp3)nDMiRaySinaiS94.SSaMaB7 
2MB40 IMa)CJUNCnQNn(qio«)tnng»i593— Tlws9 
302456- SHAHKQ14J0Sa692 IQi*m4 


241486 HBTOMSBnnWHag'.Sgi. 


C1taea(S)8 
(1)2 
1 




I DUDLEY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5y450 
added 2m 46yds 

000242 mwnt(7MnRltind«d5910 SConnMl 

SIOOSL- ANRW(S9(D)jtaE8 49S 81 


042-ltl MAFIEBIir(S(qAEa4v7686B) . 

63UM4 SEVBIIBISUJaorwaobJaiaABa 

8 00004-1 OUnOH Pin JlUasn 462 (3M NCaHeS 

9 000050 ARAB0«U.(7)RSra35ii5 7l2 QBariHBS 

-9dedaad- 

lEnMfe 54 Opaa Bad, 84 Mode Bay. 64 Oa Tba, Plftwe DMit 8 
1 SawraMBi tadv 64 fitape JiaictfaB, 164 AnbeytaH, 14-1 odren 


010180 BUlllKCan.MmiMead9895_LQBnMch2 

IflOOOO BUN4EW(T)|e)BUeH4n4 94 C1iM«P)5 

500050 0VamK{nRHamiS9] AMMkred 
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sport 

Confusion 

surrounds 

Middlesex 

Sevens 

Rugby League 


davehadreld 

Riigh y Ixague's paziic^aticxi to 
the Midcflesejc S^ns k under 
threat because of the Ru^ 
Football Union’s backlash 
against professjonalism. 

The League had been due to 
deinde this week ^licb of its 
dabs, probably Wigan or St He- 
lens, would t^e up an invita- 
tion to the event in May. 

“But we have now written to 
the organisers asking them to 
clarify the situation, in view of 
the meeting at the weekend,” 
the League’s spokesman, Paul 
Harrison, said. 

]t could be that a club from 
the othCT code will DO longer be 
wanted at the Sevens now that 
union’s acceptance of profes- 
sionalism is in doubt, the 
League believes. 

There is also a gromng feel- 
ing in Le^e circles that a 
weekend ofthe much-vaunted 
new Super League should not 
be disrupted for the sake of a 
tournament in another qxirL 

Sale, who have failed to sign 
Salford's captain, Darid Young, 
have had talks with TMdnes 
ab()ut bcuTOwing several of their 
players, including another 
Welshman, John Devereux. 

T^^dnes say tiiat they have no 
objections to loan arrange- 
ments and would be interested 
in taking Sale players on a sim- 
ilar, short-term basis. 

In another cross-code devel- 
opment, Leeds rugby league 
and rugby union dubs have 
scheduled a joint announce- 
ment for 30 January. Eveiythir^ 
points to the 15-a-dde operation 
becoming the winter tenants of 
Headinglty, but the cross-pol- 
Ihufttion may go b^nd that, 
with the Leeds ni^ league cap- 
tain, Gany Scfaofiel^ amoi^ the 
players interested in having a 
cra^ at the other code. 

The SUk Cut Challenge Cop 
fourth-round tie between 
CasUeford and St Helens will be 
televised on 27 January. The 
other ties wiD be the following 
day. with the possible exception 
of West Hull. The amateurs’ 
match against York may be 
switched to the Friday or Sat- 
urday to allow them to play at 
HuU^s Boulevard ground. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 wites sated 

m CUPTHSaMMNJND REPIAYS 
Mnnf.fw.HM Oly v Laieeeaer [7.45) . 

NewcMBe V CMbm (745) ... 

NoWnBliMn Forest V Stake (7.4Q.. 

ShemcMUtdvAf9emr7.4B) 

Stodtaort V Gverton 


TeUH ita uw V lleieltad (7.45). 
WkeWodM V wetiwd (7<4S) . 
Wefims V Bfcmkitfan (7^ . 
BELL'S SCOTTISH LCA6UE 
P8EMER OlVISION 

HnwtavCaWe 

SECOND DIVISION 

East FIta V Stk1fc« 


TIORD DIVISION 

L Mn^ iMiwCMarfatilaa-TWtla 

FA (URLSBERfi VASE FoBrtiHBWta leptay; 
S^vltaflard. 

lets LEAGUE Fnnler ITtriilnir UoWse-/ v 
Sunonutd. 

GREAT MIU5 LEAGUE Pienler DhtaiOR; 
BaeftweO V Etmore. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Ebbw vale V Ton Pen- 
n; Fatgri a dog « Rhyl (7.45>: 

SIM UFE QOLD CUP QnareMM (aiftomita 

V BfiByinena. 

BOSH COCA-COLA FiDDdR Cap ant rouid 
flat lew Hewiy V Gienucan; lama V AAa. 
FM HARP LAGER (WP nnt raitad: Tempia 
UtavHonreFmnBreftOfi(2(»;UnaiB Bi iyOo ( 
lege Codt « Ldnenc* tZlS): waterlord V Gai- 
aat, nrat-remd rapfiy: St James' Gate v 
Deny Cay. 

POKHNS LEAGUE FInt DMMan: Utw- 
eheaer utd v lAerpeoi f7.0) la Sum; Tian- 
nrere V (luhain (7 Jl): Vitea MmMcn V Bcfiun 
(7J}>. Second DtuMoiB Burnley v Bamstay 
tT.is; GmeDy v Pan Vale 17.0); HudOere- 
fieU V HuO Cw (7.0;; SurOeilatM V Btackpod 
(70); Ybmv A8Un Vila (7.0). TIM DMnfWB 
Carfisle v Brey (7.0); (Siester v VWsn (7.0); 
Fbtfcaie V Datai0Bn (7 J»; walsd V Oieaa- 
fteld (7.0): VABham <r ScaiiiarDiWt (7,0/. 
AVON mSURANCE COkBINATION Rita 
DhrMeie Bri^mn v Bnsui Cay (2.0); Chad- 
an V Was Ham i 7 J)); ftsMCft V Crystal Palaee 
(at Buy Ttrnn); Norwicn v (Turn’s Ratk 
RanEftis; CUM Utd V Portsmouth; Southamp. 
ton V Tottenham far MaKtteoa/): Wimsiiedon 

V Cneisea ;2J)Ma! Lanei; Bnsai Rorere 

V UdhraO fs Yate). Second DhrWoK Cardiff 
Cn/v Bam ot/i Nenpor: AFC v Tomuay (7.45); 
Sirertsea •* Ptymoutn r2.0>. 

Rugby League 

7.?d reites sored 

STONES CENTBIARr CHAMPIONSMP; OM- 
nam v '.Vamn^ort; Si Hckaa v London Brcn- 
C06. Second OMstan: Banow v Cnoitey; 
Himue: v Bramiey; laigh v Canale. 

Rugby Union 

REPRESBfnOlVE MATCHES: Camondse Uni- 
leisirv v Royal Air force t7.15); Royal Navy v 
Odonl Uraersisy i&Oi 'atBrenacyRoad. PBRs. 
imuffil. 

CUB MATCM: Ne-«cas3f IT Dunam City (7301. 

Basketball 

7J0 unfess stated 

BUDWEISER LEACUU Bnnm0>am Buffets V 
livtdon leopards. 

NATIONAL CUP QueitaMtaale: Thames Val- 
ley Tigers V Umaon Tcraers iB.Ot; Sheffieid 
Storks V Ma-Kioster (Saras iS.Ot. 

Other sports 

SNOOKEIC Embassy Vytvfti Champrortavp 

Quaidars (SwkQQQii. 
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TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

32 

The nurr^ of bans the open- 
er Romesh Kaiuwitharana 
took to reach 50 dunng Sn 
Lanka’s World Series victoiy 
oier Australia in Melboume 
yesaarday. The qui^fire half 
century, which helped prt^l 
his team ffi a th r oe w e ketWTi. 

included seven fours. 


II 


sport 

Lawmakers 


the indepe^p^*^ 


. vnr.DNESPA:^- IT A-iNiamn igg 




to take up 
the attack 


rm 
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Rug^ Union 

STEVE BALE 


Rugby union’s imcniatioual 
iaw-makerswiU Jecisive^ shift 
the balance from defence to- 
wards attack' if ih^ adopt a pro- 
po»l at this month's luter- 
oational Board annual tneetiog 
in London to keep all 16 for- 
warxls bound into a scrummage 
until it ends. 

This is potentially as impor- 
tant a law-change as there has 
been in two decades - includ- 
ing the controversial amend- 
ment of the ruck-and-maul law 
in 1992 -and comes from New 
Zealand with the express in- 
teauoa of eradicating midfiek) 
defensive congestion by keep- 
ing flankers elsewhere. 

If that alters the nature of 
wing-forward play, that is the 
only chaiige of more than cos- 
metic importance being con- 
sidered the LB, which is 
anxious to resist the pressure 
under the new professional dis- 
pensation for ‘‘entertainment'' 
at the ei^nse of the game's 
most intrinsic features. 

Keith Rowlands, the IB sec- 
retary, briefed the ru^ press 
for the last time before'his re- 
tirement at board headquarters 
in Bristol yesterday, and as he 
picked out this one prospective 
amendment it can be assumed 
it has wide support. **lt would 
be an enormous and funda- 
mental change to the playing of 
the game," he .said. 

As the IB is considering sit- 
ing itself “offehore" - probabK 
in Dublin, Monte Carlo or 
Swit^riand - for (ax reasons, its 
days in Bristol appear num- 
bered. Another change means 
that, as of the forthcoming an- 
nual meeting the chairman of 
ihc hoard will be appointed by 
election and not by Buggins' 
turn as previously. 

Rowlands bad ironically 
comforting words for (he Rug- 
by Football Union in its dis- 
tress at the grassroots uprising 
which it fears may. if the mem- 
bership votes to fdmpose am- 
ateurism. have to mean its 
withdrawal from the IB. "The 


game ts not a professional 
game," he said. "In our gatr»» 
there may be only 12 or 14 
unions who pay people or al- 
low people to be paid. 

‘*’nie Iniemational Board 
has put in place regulatkms that 
say the gaime is open. Open is 
open-ended and therefore iJf the 
RFL< was to declare itself an 
amaieur rugl^ union it would 
not affect its mmbetshq) of the 
International Board, because it 
would be exactly the same as (he 
Croatian Rugby Union and 
Japanese Rugt^ Union and 
somewhere in the region of S7 
rugby unions around the 
world." 

Rowlands was more con- 
cerned at the threat to the of- 
ficial game from entrepreneurs 
such as the Australian Ro^ 
Turnbull, who has attempted to 
buv up leading Eurojieaii play- 
ers to be the clowns in a rebel 
circus. "I would have serious 
concerns that the game world- 
wide is suEBciemly organised or 
funded to resist serious over- 
tures." he said. “I say that be- 
cause the game woridwide is 
seriously underfunded. We are 
talking about 71 unions, 57 of 
whom have a major cash 
problem." 

As for the big unions, with 
some 500 pl^rs under contract 
they are safe for now. but the 
retiring secretary foresaw fur- 
ther bids bom the Ukes of Turn- 
bull once those contracts ran 
ouL "By then we wili be into the 
next World Cup, playing in 
which will enhance those play- 
ers' value." 

Riwk'lands revealed what the 
Fh'e Nations* Committee has 
failed to when he stated that 
referees handling the 10 flx- 
tures in the championship 
which begins in Paris and 
Dublin on Saturday will recene 
£400 each per match, with 
louch^udgesgeiiing £200 earii 
and the reserve touch-judge 
£100 to establish both peckxng- 
order and incentive. Brian 
Campsail from Halifax, refer- 
ee of Ireland v Scotland, and 
David McHu^ from Co Cork 
iPrance v Engbnd) are the flrst 
beneficiaries. 
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Forward revolutionary: Jean-Ctaude Skrela has sought to become a steadying Influence In the treacherous waters of French rugby 
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Skrela eager to mix realism with flair 


f Here we gg again. 

Just when things 
were slarttag to look 
pitmusiDg for French 
nigby, they go and 
commit another rit- 
ual hara-kiri. I^erre Berbizier 
was sacked last S^tember, de- 
spite his impressive record and 
tne creditable third placing at 
the World Cup, and the Federa- 
tion Franqaisc de Rugt^ is cur- 
rently involved in yet another 
virulent pulriic siaapng match 
as sectors of the French press, 
fanned ^ the eiqilosrve revela- 
tions in the daily bay 

for the blood of its hapless 
president, Bernard LapasseL 
Jean-Caude Skrela, France’s 
new coach, however feigns the 
naive indifference of a new*- 
comer to these political 
shenanigans, and has deliber- 
ately steered clear of any in- 
vohvmenL The only* thing that 
interests me is what happens on 
the fiekl of play. I just hope we 
are strong enough to rise above 
all this." be say«. Indeed if 
Skrela has any political thoughts 
at aQ they are more concerned 
with the darkening gloom and 
ever-growing pessimism which 
currently pervade French soci- 
ety in generaL the depth of emo- 


lion in the public mourning of 
President Mitterrand aside, 
public morale remains severe- 
ly shaken tty the disruptive 
strikes in Dumber and the 
threat of more to come. 

The French XV has, accord- 
ing to Sl^la, its role to play as 
an antidote. "In this current 
context it is important to gjve 
people a little pleasure. It's the 
least we can do. ]f the pi^rs 
themselves experience pleasure 
on the field they wQI transmit 
it to the spectators and to all 
those watching on TV" 

Called in to take over the 
reigns of the French team last 
autumn. Skrela has had a dream 
debut. Only weeks after his ap- 
pointment France won the 
Latin Cup. comprehensively 
outclassing Argentina in the ff> 
nal at Buenn Aires, wliilc in No- 
vember in (he first lest at 
Toulouse ihev stormed to an 
unej^ected \^or\ over New 
Zealand before losing a w-eek 
later. Arguably the most com- 
plete game of ru^y ever seen 
at the Parc des Prm^ this sec- 
ond Test was a match of such lo- 
tensity. with the ball is pUty for 
a total of 53 minutes (as com- 
pared to the average of 26) that 
it surpassed anvihing the n\*e 


Questions of Sport 











£40,000 to be won 

Today we are gMng you another sporting chance of an instant win. 

In Satutoay's paper, ^ere was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch whk^, 
rf you answer three sporting questions correctly, gives you the chance of an 
instant cash prizie from £1 to £1,000. 

Ybu don't have to be an obsessive ton to friay - a good general sporting 

knowledge should suffice. But remember, you only get one chance to answer 

each question, so if you are In any doubt , check It out 

The card contains eight games so you can play daily through to Friday 19 

Januaiy. 

And as well as the daily instant cash prizes there is a weekly accumulator prbB 
of £5,000 


HOW TO PLAY 

OToday we are playing the section of 
the card dated Wednesday 17 Janu- 
ary. Below are three sporting ques- 
tk>r», each with three possible 
answers coded as A, B and C. 

Scratch off your answer to Question 
Sixteen, either A,B or C in the Q16 
column toen repeat for Q17 and Q18. 

THE QUESTIONS 

Q16 In wMd) country was tenrss 

player ^om Borg bom? 

A: Finland 
6: Denmark 
C: Sweden 

Q17 ki whfcti year did Britain win 
the Olympic hockey gold medal? 

A: 1984 
B:1988 
C: 1992 

Q18 Who is the coa^ of the South 
African Test cricket team? 

A: Btfo Wbolmer 
B: John Lever 
C: Alan Knott 


IMPOR1ANT 

Scratch off ONE fetter only for each 
question. 

If you reveal three Identical cash 
amounts on any one section on any 
one day, you win th^ amour)L 
After you have played the last game 
on your card, total toe cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total is 
£5,000 you win or share the £5,000 
accumulator prize. 

'fou could also win today’s irtstant 
prize of £100 tty revving an 
asterisk. 

HOW TO CLAIM 

If you have revealed three 'identical 
cash amounts of £5 or under, DO 
NOT PHONE- Take the daim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on it PUIS the 
relevant section of the card to one of 
the newsagents I'lsted below. 

For prizes over £5, phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 10.30am and 4pm 
Moriday to Saturday. 

Participating newsagents: WH Smith. 
John Menzies, Forbupys, MartinsfRS 
McColi.Dillons, Macs, 
Superc^ United News Shops. Star 
News, K Balfour, Eason, GT News, 
PapenAiain - Store. Paper 
Shop. 

If you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims, PO Box Bumiey, 
BBIO iSH. 

RULES AS PREVKHISUr 
PUBLISHED 


SOME OF OUR wnWERS SO MR 

Derim Cassim 

from Pwfihefi, Wales - £250 
Sonia Turner 

fhvn Blacftpool, Lancashire - £250 
Maureen Pearson 
ttom Horsfofth, Leeds - £100 
Roger Bryant 

Hxm Clayton West Hudtiers^eld ~ 
£100 

Peter Ffoiryman 

from Otiey, Wiest Vt)rks • £50 

lyn Gray 

tfom Gargrave, Nr. SMpton - £25 
David Eaton 

fiem LiVerpooi, Merse^foe - £25 
Michael Wright 
tmm Wreafiam - £25 



independent 


QUESnONS OF SPORT 

CLAIM COUPON 

Wednesday 17 Januaiy 1996 
To claim prizes up to £5 

DO NOT PHONE 

Take this coupon to any of the 
participating Newsagents listed who 
will give you your prize inscantiy. 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE. 

TELEPHONE 


1b the Newsagent: Please check 
the card Is correct and gve the 
reader the value of their prize. Send 
this coupon or details supplied on 
plain paper together with the 
vanning card to your head office for 
foil redemption. 


Ian Borthwick reports from Paris on the 
new coach of France, who are desperate 
to beat England in Saturday's opening 
^me in the Rve Nations* Championship 


Nations* (Tbampionship has yet 
produced in P^ris. “Yoo 
wouldn't believe the number of 
people who stopped me in the 
sireeL or who rang me to say 
how much pleasure they got 
from that g^e." sa.vs Sireia. 
noting that France fished the 
series with five tries against four 
for the Ail Blacks. Despite los- 
ing 12-37. however, it was as if 
this thunderous game, the first 
real challenge of the Skrela era. 
not only confirmed the Tricol- 
or’s world ranking, but also 
gave France the right to align 
themseK’es with the best from 
the southern hemisphere. 

Agamg England on Satuidm* 
Skrela. a former back row for- 
u*ard who played 46 titne.s for 
France between 1971 and 7S. in- 
tends to maintain that standing. 
Raw-boned and uncompromis- 
ing. he made a name for him- 
self as a bard-working flanker 
whowas ahead of his bme in his 
laoaDca) devotion to pbvskal fit- 
ness. and if last week^s squad 


sesaon is an indication, be in- 
tends txnnsfecrmg the same fa- 
naticism to his playets. 

His appointment as coach 
comes as a ^gnificant break with 
a French tradition which has 
tended to gnu preference to the 
personality of celebrated ex- 
players. rather than coaches 
with a proven track record. 
Unlike & three predecesspis 
Jacques Fouroiuc. Daniel 
Dubroca. and &rbfrieT himself, 
who ail )usDped directly from 
player to coach. S^ela can al- 
read>' boast an impressh'e c.v. 
as a c\>ach at all levels of the 
s^e. .As an employee of the 
tolorruers Town Council he 
has coached schoolbov-s since 
19~0. and has considerabie ex- 
perience coaching Fust I^ision 
club sides, notabty at Colomiers. 
whe re h e was in charge when 
the FFR called him to the res- 
cue. and Toulouse. 

If Skrela’s experience meant 
that be was immediaieK able to 
set up ty'siems and iouUnes 


with the French KV, H also 
meant there was no delay in 

hauling over the coals some of 
the more unruly elements, and 
eliminating the bad habits car- 
ried by some of the newcomers 
from club rugby into the oa- 
donal side. The off-ball antics 
of Richard Douithe against 
the All Sacks, and the incessant 
nigglmg of Toulouse’s Philippe 
Carbonneau in the European 
Cup final a^inst Cardiff can- 
not have foiled to attract the tty'e 
of English observers. But at the 
recent squad session near 
Ibulon, Simla made a point of 
sinking these players out 
Admittedly Sl^la has al- 
ready been prepared to take a 
number of risks in building his 
side and it is clear that his stral- 
egy is focused more on the lot^ 
term than on ensuring results in 
the short term. He had no hes- 
itation, for instance. In blood- 
ing the two young centres 
Dourtbe (21 ) a^ Thomas Cas- 
taignede (.20) agsunsi the All 
Blacks, nor in larag a gamble 
00 the uncapped Michel Perie 
to play at loose head agauisi 
Et^aod on Samrdaty. "My be- 
lief is that if these players are 
not ready now tbQr never will 
be ready.* 


Despite the pressure for 
France to perform on Saturday, 
and to put an end to seven 
years of dtfeal agsunA En^and 
in the Championship, Skrela 
appears adamant that he will 
not change tactics simplv to en- 
sure victory. “If you play a dy- 
namic running style of rug^‘ 
you expose yourself to certain 
risks. 1 dottT vrant to see a 
French team which is timid, 
which waits for the opf)osition 
to make the play, or until^The 
last minute to srore a try." he 
observes. 

“My instructions to the play- 
ers are simpty not to be te- 
slriciive. We are under no 
illusions, and we know that 
England stiO has a very strong 
team. They were receoity booed 
by their own crowd so I'm sure 
they will have something to 
prove." 

So is the wcU-being of the 
French public stffi uppermost in 
his mind? *^es. Tlwy come to 
watch us so we must brii^ them 
a iittie happiaess. It is partpf 
the role of t&: Bench team, ami 
of ru^ in genctaL"-lie says.. 

“jfol d^ite all that we stiD 
have to wm." Skrela might he 
a phOantbropist be is stiUa re- 
alist at heart. 


Cork accepts he must 
alter his one-day ways 


Cricket 


&igland s management are try- 
ing to gel another Derb\'shife 
pace man to change ibe way he 
bowls - but this time ihere'will 
be no MDlrovem'. 

As (he Devon Malcoltn rev- 
elations rumbled on in Great 
Britain, Domiiiic Cork admit- 
ted in Durban yesterday that the 
Er^laod hierarchy are right to 
order him to make alterations 
to his approach for one-day 
games. 

At 3-1 down in the seven- 
match ioternational series 
against South Africa, which re- 
sumes in Durban today with (he 
fifth one-dayer. England's man- 
agement recognise that they 
roust tighten up in certain areas 
of tbeir ou t-crickei - not just for 
the three remaining South 
African matches but in prepa- 


ration for next month's World 
Cup in India and Pakistan. 

The England manager. Ray 
Qlingworih. said after &gland s 
afternoon net session yesterday 
that he would be bavmg a sepK 
aiaie meeting with the bowlers 
before tomorrow's match to 
thrash out problems of iocon- 
sisiencN’ that have plagued Eng- 
(and so for in the ooe-day series. 

He said: “We are going to 
have a team meeting to go over 
things in general because we 
have made hard work for our- 
seh es by going 3-1 down. Bui I 
will then be having a meeting 
with the bowiers on their own 
because we have to make sure 
we don't keep giving away runs 
with wides and uo-balls and we 
have to start concentrating on 
bowling it into the ri^t areas. 
We have to start being tuned in." 

The 24-year-oId Cork, now 
England's leading bowler, 


Malcolm denies race row 


Devon Majcolm yesterday de- 
nied that bis dispute with the 
England manager. Ray Dling- 
woiib. bad anything to do with 
his colour. He was condemned 
for bringing race into the argu- 
ment when he asked if he would 
itave been treated (he same way 
if be had been a white bowler. 

But a statement issued yes- 
terday by his solicitors. Meer 
Care and Desai. said: “Recent 
media comment has suggested 
that Devon Malcolm has ac- 
cused the lour managcmeni of 
discruninaiing against him be- 
cause of his colour. 

“Mr Malcolm has not al- 


leged that either the TCCB or 
the tour managejneot discriru- 
inated against him on account 
of race, twt felt that be had been 
treated harshly on tour. 

“Devon Maicolm’s reference 
to colour, as reported, was in the 
cootext of bis dying to under- 
stand the reasons for his treat- 
ment and was one of several 
reasons considered tty him." 

Illingworth said: “1 don't 
think i& has affected the team 
at all. The only person that has 
been affected is me, and 1 am 
very upset. But 1 have spoken 
with Lord's and 1 am sure they 
will take the necessary action." 


knows that he carries a lot of re- 
^Qsibility for improving the 
way England bowl during the 
crucial first 15 oveis of an in- 
nings, when cmW two fielders are 
allowed outside the inner 30- 
yard circle. 

Cork, like the rest of Eng- 
land's players, is maldng no 
comment about the Devon 
Maicolffl affair, but as a dose 
friend of Malcolm's at l^r- 
bysblre be did allow himself a 
s^e when asked about his re- 
action to Illingworth’s instruo 
lioDS that be should adopt a 
tighter line with the new b^ a 
different angle of attack and Cte 
“right mental attitude'* towards 
one-day cricket. 

Cork said that the England 
captain. Mike Atherton, had 
also sought him out for “a 
chat“ after Sunday's defeat in 
Pretoria, in which Cork’s 10 
overs cost 65 runs. “I was start- 
ing the ball off too strai^t, and 
their batsmen were getting 
easier shots to play than they 
should have been at that stage. 

“What mighl be a wktet-tak- 
ing ball in Ibft cricket can be hit ! 
over the top in games. You | 

have (o try to adjust It's an ixt- 
teose type of cricket,** he said. 

There were also probleiiis for 

the Fnglanri managpTnftnt on the 
batting front as Neil Rtirbroth- 
er, the Lancashire batsman, 
was ruled out of today’s in- 
temational with a troublesome 
groin injury, whidi be suffered 
during Saturday’s defeat in Jo- 
hannesburg. With everyone else 
avalaible to play. Engird were 
not planning to announce their 
finafxi unllljust before the Stan 
of the day-night contest. 



McGfoboire Bmish chaniplon 

British 
champion 
is killed 

Skiing 


Crowe retires hurt after 77 Tests 


Martin Crowe, of New Zealand, 
has announced tiLs retirement 
from international cricket be- 
cause of injury. 

Crowe. 33, relumed from 
New Zealand's lour of India in 
November with injuries to both 
leg?. He was told ttysdecrors he 
needed to play two domestic 
maich&s to prove his fitness be- 
fore the Vlforld Cup but wa.s un- 
able to play even one. 

“In the end it's just loo painful 
and loo hard to continue at the 
level (hat I'd like to play at." 
Crowe said. “I hsid no choice ni 
(his stage but lo stand down." 


In 77 Ibsis, starting in 1981. 
Crowe scored 5.444 runs, in- 
cluding 17 centuries, at an av- 
erage of 4536. He scored more 
runs and centuries than any oth- 
er New Zealander. 

His 2^ a^inst Sri Lanka in 
1^91 is (he nighesi Test innings 
by a New Zealander and con- 
tributed to a world Test record 
for a t hird-wieket partnership of 
467 with Andrew Jones. 

Crowe captained New 
Zealand in 16 Tests and in the 
semi-finals of the 1992 World 
Cup. when he wa.«; named play- 
er of the loumamem. 


For much of the 1990s a re- 
curring uijui^ to bis right knee 
prevented turn from playing a 
fiiU part in New Zealand's Tisi 
prwramme. 

Oowe was signed by Somcr- 
ret in 19S7 and scored L627 runs 
in the season at an average of 
67.79 b^ore injury forced him 
to terminate his contra cL 

Allan Lamb wfi] play one last 
season for Noithamptoiishize 
before retiring from fiist-class 
cricket. The 41-year-old relin- 
quished the captain^ at the end 

of last summer hut inlmids to ac- 
cept a new one-year contract, I 


Kirsteen McGibbon, a promis- 
ing 2fi-year-old Briti^ oownfaiD 
^jer, was killed y^erd^ when 
she Iwt control on an iqr sec- 
tion whfie tramzQg in Alten- 
maikt, Austria. 

McGfoboo. from Glasgow, in 
her first seasem as a memba of 
the British team, died from 
head injuries and internal 
blee^ng after foUii^ and hitting 
the »fety netts^ The death 
was the first of a British skuer. 
in international competition.^ 

“From what we kn^, shehit. 
a inajor turn widdi was quite icy 
and lost it," Mike Janftn^ the 
British Sid Federation spokes-, 
man, said. McGib^ was (alten 
by heHcopterto theSefawaraaefa 
Hos^xtal nearSafabu^ufoeiesbe 
was paonoimced drad. ' 

The accident was on the same 
World Cup track where the 
Austrian WoiM CifosId^Rster' 
Wirnsberger was killed in a 
oon-competittve sidtag acekiest 
store than three years aga. ' 

McGibbon, the British down- . 
hill champion, foil on her sec- 
ond trautiog run on the course 
I and was jan of a ^kdroog 
I British team training for the 
Lowlander CTxampionships “ 
two levels of oompetitioa bekfff . 
the Wbrid Cup cocuit-whicb 
is due to stantoday. 

TTiis latest tzs^eqy comes al- 
most exactly two yean after the 
Austrian Ulrike Maier . 
JdUed in a fall in a World Cup 
dow nhill at Garnusch-Parteo- 
kirchen in Germany. The mbst^' 
recent death before lhat was”; 
that of another Aukrian, Ger- 
Qot Reii^dJer, in training at 
Wengen in Suitzeiiand in 1991. 
There have been 1 1 connected 
with racing since 1959, 
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phelsea counting 
? on current form 




Fdotban 

!!**^«“8**« has been told to 
tura his teck on confrontation 

when Chelsea travel to Si 
James’ Park to meet NewcasUe 
m tonight’s FA Cup replay 

However, Glenn Hodcfle, the 
^Isea mani^eT. believes that 
Oiebea s current form, rather 
than the possible absence of 
Nettle’s Les Ferdinand, 
Robert Lee and Steve Howev 
could turn the third-round re- 
play the London chib’s way 

Ferdinand, like Lee. is strue- 
glmg wi± Achilles tendon trou- 
ble and It could mean the striker 
misses his first match since mov- 
ing north for £6ni. “We have 
known that Les has been down 
to London and seen a couple of 
specialists in the time Newcas- 
tle have been on the road, but 
you wony about your own shu- 
adon, said Hoddle, wbo has ap- 
pealed against the dismissal of 
Hughes at Everton on Saturday. 

Dennis Wise and Hugh^ 
who faces a five-match ban af- 
ter being booked at Goodison 
and then seat off for an alleged 
stamp on David Unsworth,wiIl 
both be banned for the fourth 
round at Queen’s Phrk Rangers 
^ould Chelsea win. 

Vise finally reached 21 
p(wts at Eveiton wifii his first 


rautiOD rince the end of Octo- 
t«r and Hoddle said: “Tb go that 

of tape nowad^ and not 
5® booked is a feat in itself. You 
don t have to be a genius to 
work out that referees are bode- 
mg more people - and Mark’s 
game is competitive. I wouldn’t 
really want him to change that 
b^use the physical side of his 
play IS not dirty. 

“He uses bis body extremely 
to bold off defenders and he 
Uikes a heU of a lot of punish- 
ment during ^unes. If s maybe 
a utUe fracas and a verbal atu- 
atioo that happens when you 
have these confrontations that he 
needs to detach himself from."' 

Everton, the FA Cup holders, 
face a tough replay at Stockport 
tonight, and manager Joe Royle 
has warned his team against 
complacency. The Second Di- 
vision side came away from 
Merseyside with a 2-2 draw 
and R^le sand: “^ey were ter- 
rific at Goodison. Stockport 
must feel somewhat aggrieved 
that they have to go to a repl^. 
1 hope th^ve got it in the back 
of their mmds that we can't play 
that badly again. 

‘*TVe bwn at Eri^ley ftrk on 
many nights on scouting mis- 
sions, they’ll be up for it and ifs 
not an ea^ place to go to. It’s 
no foregone conclusion, it’s not 
an ea^ lie.** 


England bring Ince 
back into the fold 


PHIL SHAW 


Teny Venables yesterday re- 
stored Paul Ince to his first 
squad of this European Cham- 
pionship year, but ^ found no 
place for Matthew Le Ussier. 

The 25-man party which will 
assemble for a “get-cogetto” at 
Bisham Abbey from next Sun- 
day until the following Thurs- 
day includes only one player 
who has never featured in an 
England squad. Alan Wri^t, 
Aston Wla’s left-sided nwg- 
badc, filk the vacam^ caused by 
Graeme Le Samfs inj'uiy. 

Other uncapped frmge can- 
didates given tae chance to im- 
press V:oaUes in the countdown 
to the finals in June mclude the 
Villa defender Etw^ and 
the Totte nham utility player Sol 
Campbell 

Ince has not played for Eng- 
land since the abandoned match 
in ^blin a year ago next memtb. 
Tbe former Manchester United 
midfielder, now with In- 
temaaonaie, was left out when 
be became embroiled in a court 
case following Eric Chntona’s as- 
sault on a spectator at Crystal 
Palace. He then incurred Ven- 
ables' displeasure by (froppii^ 
out of the Umbra Qip in June. 

“rve said right the way 
through that Paul has been in my 


thou^ts,"' said Venables, who is 
in Fdland today sorting out 
England’s World Ci^ fibres. 
“But he needed time to settle 
and in the end needed more dme 
than I tboughL"' 

At 5ft 4in, Wright be one 
of the smallest players to enter 
the England reckonii^ in the 
post-war era. The 24-year-old, 
capped at schoolboy, youth and 
Under-21 level join^ Vnia for 
£lm last March after losing his 
Blackburn place to Le Sau.\. 
Ironicafly, Le Saux’s misfortaae 
means \Wight now has the op- 
mrtunity to challenge Stuart 
Pearce for Uie left-back spot. 

The continued omission of 
Le Tissier, de^e a meeiing oo 
Monday between Venables and 
the Southampton manner, Dave 
Merrington, confirms that the 
Channel Islander Is highly un- 
Ukety to make the final squad of 
20. Stan CoDymore is also left oul 
althou^ the neglect of his Liv- 
eipool co-striker, Robbie Fmrier, 
is mote surprising. Another V3- 
la player, Mark Draper, can 
count himself unfortunate. 

ENBUIND SQUAD« Semn VVanO. VMw 
ffoaenrMiiv nH wii fc iBafleMnfceWii m ji tii 
UI4. Jam (VMipaal). Mam V^«ral). Hb«^ 
<NpKHlM.SauB«NeMBn«AM.eria0i(ta- 
«n w. Mni Vta). nm* Mn^am 

ForasO. CiSvtMB (Taamhani; teeoi^ 
(Rar^, PMt lAnoW). IM WNcasM. to 
(imemadoniiai. Stan ff l u M ay m FoosQ, 
SlBto (OnO; MeHtonai OMopoan. WlH 
tChakM: Fp Wh I (Nwcante). BmMir 
(MMcaiaal. Bmey Sto 

ki^Ma aaoentan). Slwaa (BtKMun). 


One bonus for Royle is that 
Duncan ^iguson could return 
to the ride after suffering a ham- 
string injury. 

Dave Jones, the Stockport 
manager, said: “People say 
we've had our chance, but if we 
play like we did at Goodison, 
who knows what might happen? 

“As a player, 1 didn’t enjoy 
pl^ng in titt like these and I 
am sure the Everton lads wQI 
feel the same way. I know Joe 
used to relish the opportunity 
of taking on the trigger elute 
vriien he was at Oldham, and we 
certainly can’t wah to have an- 
other ci^ at them.” 

Third Division Hereford are 
confident of securing Vetory 
over Tottenham at White Hart 
Lane. Steve White, scorer of 
four goals in Saturday’s 5-2 
win over Cambridge, said: “Vfe 
are creating six or seven efaao^ i 
a match. There is no doubt we 
are sUU in wnita a shout.” 
Graham Tbrner, the Here- 
ford manager, added: “We 
Imow we let them off the book 
in the first game, but there is no 
reason u4iy we can’t win iL” 
Sheffield United will have 
their suspended players, Mark 
I^tterson and David Tunle, el- 
igible for the game against Ar- 
senal at Bramall L^e. V^th 
Steve Bould ruled out with a 
hamstring injury and Nigel 
V^terbuzn susp^ded, Bruce 
Riocb names the same Arsenal 
side on duty for Saturday's 3-2 
win at Middl^rougb. 

Stuart ftaice, the Nottingham 
Fbrest captain, is preparing his 
team-mates for another tough 
battle with Stoke. Pearce sal- 
vaged a replay for Forest with a 
late goal at the Victoria GriNind 
after Simon Stuxridge had put 
Stoke in front Pearce said* “A^- 
one who thtnlnt we’ve already 
done the bard work by getting a 
replay at our place ts'sadty mis- 
taken. WsNc ^ got an sakui lot 
to do to get through this tie.” 
Mandiester CS/s left-back 
injury jinx has struck again. Rae 
Ingram pulled a muscle at Spurs 
on Saturday and is ruled out of 
the ame against Leicester. 

With emergency left-back 
Ian BrightweU completing a 
two-match ban, Alan fUl l is left 
without cover in the position. 
The Qty manager said: “It's 
very uoponant that we progress 
in the FA Cup and whoever 
comes mio the positian fm sure 
^11 do a good job.” 
Birmingbam, who face 
WoKes, are hoping ihetr Dutch 
goalkeeper, Griemink, re- 
covers from an ankle injury. 
Barry Fry. the Birmin^am 
manager, said: “Although 1 
want Ban to play, he can ^e- 
ly stand at the momeoL If he 
can’t Iddt and spring about, it^s 
not a lot of go^” 

The Watford midfield pair 
Derek Payne and SteNe Ihlmer 
are both niled out of the match 
against Wimbledon at Seihuist 
Itek. Payne is starting a two- 
match aispenaon whSe Palmer 
has a groin injury. 



The waiiems driver Damon Hill (above) begins testing at Estoril In Portugal yesterday; while the teamh technical advisor, Alain Ptost (below 
right), talks to Hill's new co-drivei; the Canadian Jacques VOleneuve (left), and the team manager Craig Pollock Photographs: AFP 


Schumacher escape 


Motor racing 


Michael Schumacher escaped 
' uninjured yesterday when hs 
Ferrari bounced off a guard rail 
during a test drive at Fioraco. 
Italy, at a speed betvreen 60 and 
95mph. 

Schumacher, the world 
champion, blamed himself for 
having forced the pace of the 
car on a track still covered with 
frost. The Fenari 410T2. an dd 
model with a new KJ-c^der 
engine, suffered damage to its 


left suspensioD tystem but was 
immediately repaired, the 
team said. The German j^ 
joined Ferrari, with the Italian 
factoiy bidding to regain its rac- 
ing glory in Fbrmula One. 

t 1^ \l^ams Fonnula One 
team have confirmed that the 
Frenchman Jean-CThristophe 
BouUion will continue as their 
test driver for the 1996 world 
cbampionshjp. 

BouUion, 26. combined his 
Wniiams duties last year with 
competing for Sauber. but lost 
that opponunity when Johnny 


Herbert was named Heinz Har- 
ald-Frentzen's team-mate for 
this season. 

The Oxford-based Rench- 
man will back Damon Hill 
and the Canadian newcomer 
Jacques Villeneuve in the 
Williams team, and will test for 
the first time this year at Esto- 
ril in Portugal alongside Nffi- 
leneuve later this week. 

Frank Williams, the team 
manager, said: “Jean-ChristO{4ie 
did an excellent job during 19^ 
and we are pleased that he wiU 
be cxntiniring as our test driver ” 



Olazabal drops out and delays his return 


Golf 


The long-awaited return ofJose- 
Matia Olaiabal been delayed 

still further. The 5}»niard, out 
of action rince mid-September 
because of a fool mjuiy. has with- 
drawn fiom next Johnnie 
\^kQcer Gassk in Sngapore and 
the Heineken Classic in IVrtfa a 
week later. 

OlazabaTs manager. Sergio 


Gomez, said yesterday: “Jose- 
Maria's foot is much b^er and 
be played 18 botes last Friday. 
But on Saturday his knees and 
back were bad. I think it's a side 
effect of a cold be had and so 
we've taken the deciskm to wait 
a little longer. It would be wrong 
to come back before he feels 
confident about his health.” 
Olazabal, who won the US 
Masters in 1994 and started hav- 
ing problems at the end of that 


season, underwent an operation 
12 months ago to shorten the 
bone in a big toe and then was 
discovered to have a small tu- 
mour between two other toes on 
the same foot 
There was even more woe for 
the sponsors of next week's 
oompration when the European 
No I, Colin Montgomerie, de- 
clared himself a virtually certain 
non-starter because bis wffe is 
due to give birth. 


Montgomerie and Olazabal 
may not now be seen in action 
until the Dubai Desen Oassic 
in March and ibat could also be 
the first appearance this year of 
Seve BaUesleros. whose loss of 
form led to him taking a five- 
momb teeak from the game af- 
ter the Ryder Cup. 

■ The tees that attacked the 
US PGA Tour player Keith Ifer- 
gu5 and his caddie during the 
Nortel Open in Tucson. Arizona 


last Saturday were the .African- 
ised type sometimes called 
“killer'becs". an expen ha.s re- 
vealed. Fergus, who was prac- 
ticing on the driving range 
about an hour after the third 
round, was stung lO to 15 times. 
His caddie. Artie Granfield. 
jumped into a lake to escape 
bees that slun^ him SO to UK) 
times. Two Arizona residents 
died in October after being 
stung by Africanised bees. 
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Sri Lanka reach the finals 




Crfcket 

Sri I jnba booked their pass^ 
to the World Series finals with 
only two b^s to spare after a 
stunnhig contribution by the 
cipener Romesh Kaluwltfaarana 
to their three-wicket victory 
over Australia in Melbourne 
yestcid^. 

The dhninutive wicketkeeper 
raced to the ihird-fastest h^- 
cemury in the competition's 
16-year tuslorv as Sri Lanl» 
overhauled their opponents at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground 

In rej^ to the home side's 
commanding 242 for 4 in 50 
over^ Sri Lanka scored 246 for 
7 to the delight of a small but 
vocal gro up of supportcis in a 
crowd of more than 40,000. 

The Sri Ldnkan off-spinner 
Kumar Dharmasena edged a 
delivexy frimi the fast bowler 
Glenn McGrath to the third 
man boundary to set off wOd \io 
tozycel^ations. 

KaluwHharana, thriving io 


his new role after being pro- 
moted from the middle oidCT in 
the latter s^es of the trian^- 
lar competition, set up the vic- 
tory by hitting 74 runs from 69 
balls.' 

The victoiy ensured the Sri 
Lankans a place in the best-of- 
three-games final series against 
the competition's hosts, Aus- 
tralia, at the expense of West 
Indies. 

With his side faring a rate of 
almost ^ runs an over to win, 
KaluwithaFana’s boldness dra- 
matically eased the pressure on 
the later batsmen. His efforts 
oveishadofwed the Australian all- 
rounder Steve Hugh’s first 
century for his country in a 
limited-overs international 

“This win is perhaps our 
finest moment in one-day 
cricket," the Sri Lanka capiaim 
Aijuna Ranatunga, said. “It is 

really great to gel to the finals." 
lunatn SEMES (MeIbCiiiniB) AuSDSiS 242 
tofTiS WteugTloanw; Sn Lanka 246 to 7 

jS kahiwrttiarena M*' ncn^ffws 


France keeper 
banned after 
drug test 

Football 

Fabien Bartfaez, the French tn- 
ternational goalkeeper, has 
been barmecT for two months 
afrer a dreg test showed traces 
of cannabis. 

The puniriiment impos ed fay 
the Frmidi federation, the FFF, 
indudes a ftirther sounded 
ban of two months and means 
that the 24-year-o1d Monaco 
player could struggle to regain 
his place for this summer’s 
European Giampion^iip. 

Baixhez's lawyer, Jean- 
Jacques Bertrand, ^'d the god- 
keeper would not ai^ieal in 
order to complete the ban as 
quic^ as po^Ue. “The sanc- 
don is acceptd>ie smee there re- 
mains a pcKsfoSity for Baithez 
to play m Ew v 96. But I'm 
afraid the FFF needed a scape- 
goat,” he sdd. 


WEEKEND FIXTURES A 


nCaittEg hwntorslifp 

^Ansral V EicriBR - ^ 

aSaMumkSMBefdWcdnesdar 1 

3 OWsta « Nawnghom Forest •* 

a Uarctttor CRy V Caventty JL 

BftoastlevBiMon....- — ->■ 

e*NHtten«MtotoerU!J -3 

yv&itodaiBQPR - 1 

toptewgtoca uMpontr LWCTOQI »■ 
LeeOs USt Joarunxiivt v Moeigmoug-- 
rjtegMtiaSkjr. Wes Hem v uanerte^iv 
'*bas UBM N«r 


Insiiranra Lm^ 

• totojh*Ov5*ai toee— — i 

aowtovWeKBnrRwsn- 

- ...X 

ttKSectss«d«atom 1 

12 (tednsv Slake • -3 

‘ 

~*®Ws,*Tfar>naB - •••i 

>Moadpiri8ioa 

.^toetotkftnuiCfv - 1 

■* 

% 


21 CMsierfeu V OxM Uid — _ 

22 Oewe w wyconS e ■— . .~— 

23 Noas Couiiiy V VBotfwn 

2« Rnnertiam v Bowey ... 

25 Shfswsbiinf ' S«nsea 

26S»chpofltfVA^ 

27 S*mdon v Hull Otj' 

■nilrd DMsIon 

28 Bamei w 

29 Buiy V NorWflHBflft ... 

30 CairOr^ Scigq<ape -• 

31 CaRbfl V ROCMS® — 

32 Darlington v E«aer — — 

33 Hantooi V qiesy. — 

34 Imacln Cey 'i Ptesasr 

35 ItonsAeW V FuJ Sffu- 

38 PV"outf> Caiefte gef.. 

37 Ssnonuff* ‘ - 

3S loraiCi V L*y®" 

39 IfViCsn V Guirer<»ti — — 

BeU’s Sertash Le agn a 

PrsoilarDlvIsloa 

40 fiMteesn v 

41 MiSe’rwpi * WOtkBt*®- 

42 M.'fr-amoCKvCeSC • 

43 RSitn R»V5 ' — — — - 

44 Bat^e-’S ^ Heao 

First 

45 

48 o^raaw'. r !««» i'- 

47 Dv-naw \ S' — ■■■ 


48 HaRBSon v Omtento .....jk 

49StJotgBainevA.'a:e, X 

CtoUfth gaeosd IWidsleo 

SO Oc w n afcvEegfae 2 

51QirieySia.‘i»i . , ,, — — 1 

52 rbrt3r ^ SerbnS .......a 

53 Queen o:e«Sou9!v4)r X 

84 Ssntwaenvr v lite raoa e J. 

ScottMi Thfad DMsIoa 

SS afeSan ir4!bcn Rsrers -__>1 

S6CouegtoaBAaiiC83i X 

57casSfansirC3!B(i3r.^'i>:sse 

S Queen's Path » ASaa 1 

MsopiaytelBnroHiwi^wraliRassCieaT/ 

vbvn^SDn. 

RNJR DMWM Grnsey Toh.i v 
3!'8an ans Ha« was- V PeaamL^ IR* 
Sacfgs: Ccurry » Waaa-. S: v i 

FWEMaur&RsReRsniss-.aniek'.L'n- j 
eatn * P«s-e; SnS 'A'lgn rai«c ! 
vGang mn: IC- a - x i J -.-Celts; jH“ sa ?3r . I 
V Dirsae L-X 

1EN ROMES; Baecji Kates r Saffiae 
w e e asew te i cTiBie L'g.axa-wafiite B s: 
CwSar.k3seae»-WesaanwAaan;Hue- 
<iafeieig~to«0igMr4ae3c Se »8 4ip- 
enOa vvvjtesraae tfleMerers SsrssT 
7 Hu: CSy. f l aigh « Iter, cr 
DirSSe t £ «rer; SS-.'aseru* . Ven- \ 
SBsr: a e jj. Cri v *aar sags. ' 


Basketball 

Sheftod jestEftey landed a douto suc- 
cess in the &^and BasKebali Player 
ofthelfear AMsnls. Roger Huggins, of 
the SheffiMd Sharfa. non ihe men's 
airanf and Chns Caste, of the Sheffield 
I HaOBfs, won the wontMi's. 

I NBA:Mana96 0em>eB;N«w<iW<92 W- 
' toieeSaw jHaip ailWCrucagillftMn- 
neto 103 Swanento 94; LA IMn 96 Man 
' 68; GaUei SBne 93 title 104; New Jsiqr 
lOStoas B3; OMas U9 Ortanao 104; Ita- 
»107Uan99. 

EMtERN CCRVERENCE 
ATlANnCWVtoON __ 

W L Pel SB 

nifelii 77 9 .rso 

NawYSet 22 13 .629 4«N 

triiWinian 18 18 .500 9 

Mto 16 19 .457104^ 

nnefiw It 21 .400 Un 

NawJaraev W 21 .400 13W 

newliSiilM'i T 26 .213 18*N 

CENnuLonnaoN 

CNeaea 31 3 912 

InBaiie 11 13 .618 10 

nnvniwit — iS jae> 12 

nrtnSI — 15 .S3 13 

Mtoi 18 17 914 

O M rtOW u 18 .456 lasi 

iia I 13 22 971 13>N 

Totoa 10 26 978 28 

wesffilw CQivseicE 

MBWCSTDIVISKm 
Benrinwinin T* 9 .727 

ItatoB 26 U .708 

»»*-»■ »» 13 939 3 

nmw Ifi 20 .444 5>^ 

Mae U 24 914 14 

Maiwiila 1 26 J57 18 

veniaaiei 7 25 094 lS»a 


PAcnctMvisraN 


-25 10 .714 

-20 13 905 4 

-20 17 .543 8 

.17 18 .486 8 

.16 20 .444 9*N 

.14 19 .424 10 

-15 81 .417 10*N 


B09CII^ 

the U^ndantem, Imlontesed Com- 
monvweaith super-Matherwei^ diam- 
' pion. >jssn JutSds. will head the bdl at 
the Metropoie Hotel, on 26 

January. Juuho defends hs title against 
Jaefee fin ngiiiiTa , of South Africa, o- 
plaang a Smish heavyv.wght champi- 
onshE) defence Pa Sngriton's Scon 
Welch, who withdrew throu^ lUness. 

Crlckat 

Heavy rain yesteitey agam preiented 
play *n the day of the Under- IS test 

tetiween England and Zimbabwe m 
Harare. Onfy few and a had hours' play 
&wt< - aii on the first day - with 
Engw reaching ISl for 4. 
nasr lEsr (itaaetaa fwa * 77 ; to 
Ztoitf. WSi etc Mca ndi an in e* «toa 
Ind SbiMOwe SSa rare. 

IBM 2EMJOO - SM iMito 230 ter S to 

IH H Stoi -^^S. 

ZMBABMS-fintMegs 

.9«r.£T&2fx5' 

SSPtoiieroC*r-s— 5 

S'<Ca«s«;GwTcrsCa!f» 

A 3 e Caresa: c toe z fJsz ;9 

P L Wju J. ' Jf l CSi» -31 

*‘4 FkM* ; Sseims.*! z te-rec. — .€ 

e Server = r«-*Mv 94 

rf r* Srsw c own-j- ? Si--A 

4 toss Saif . ^ 


H R Obnee c Gomen b Kemear 0 

E A Brandts no 4 

5 SewQ c Asde b rm a 

Etoini>3nb6w2l —..—.11 



Ml (eeatf; 6-98 7.189 5-186 9-191. 
5e«^ Cane 24.796-4; AM 17-551-1; 
kemeoy l2-4-2»3; toe 51-14CC to 169- 
4-44-2. 

new lEUAW - Seen IntSiige 

CU Spearman OwSDeek 27 

R C Twee tun out 9 

SPRemnScAFtowrbPSbere 

A C Perete no 23 

N i Asoe c 0isn9 b 5 Sme..— 32 

CLCamno -.--.-.....9 

etoenb4W5«3l ... — — 12 

lOMtlwfe ■■■ . 129 

to 1-36 2-63 3-644-121 

Tb tec 'H. Gennon, 0 Rent 0 lowndee. R 

Kennedy. OABoB. 

Oeiito ri» MeR Sucek 13-2-37-a; Brento 
1»1 34« B Sdw« 5-1-lWl: PSdhe 196- 


Cycllqg 

Jeff Stewart, of AustraBa, mos yester- 
day tamed tarn compeOng in Ns home- 
land fer two years and also 0ien a 
sia-month international ben for foiling 
a drug test. Stewart, 27. tested posi- 
the for testosterone after he Mn m last 
November's Mourn BUHer Alpine Cte- 
9C VI Vtctons state. 


FooftaH 

Many ftms, the former Ehimley Ptew 
and TTareger, died y es ter da y, 75. 
He played for the Clarets in the 1947 
FA Cup final and then, as manager, led 
them to the First Dtwsnn tide in 1960 
end the Cup final ttw) years later. 
AnOOANMnONS'GUPemPCRHtElhb- 
bMbR ktonecue 1 (Tsb Tko 51 Tinsa 1 cBen 
h8WHlM3ffi.CbBW*P»to»MiljiVWIIeWi' 
^si 2 te lUB 30. as Alto 1 (Ounrto 
arTSO<ATURALFRfol«)LY(BtoO; Itovn 1 
IGhaiaren 90) CyvtA 0. 
nnuRE iiiAi«ti8L PimpBto sm at to 
Ouwn’s to Rbvn • iwcB uni ictie is Cto 
•T'l rrir Tnr *-nrrr ffwininlitiln WMTI 
to Wk Hvn * toaaw Mum aOCHd. Pf< 28 
to Dsnaastr « to We a itoi SM 27 M19. 

pwNMrs tare RESius; itowra seuBM 
Cup Swsadwuid rapfoy; Bneoin Ob 1 Oyde 
3 lAftBreou bRWh C^JT toe (0 Onto 
Pairto iNto Sim DMato BiirnnpBni Cny 
5 Ewan 1; wwasSe Uos 2 Sttke Coy 4. a«^ 
and CMtos Mansteid Town j Qnn^ Tonn 
3; Pasen ton End 2 toasvr Cny 2. to 
iwamr»btwBftui ti8jiuM»icato>cnAft- 
to 4 Tr«ne UB 0; (too Uarvr 1 Bdtow 
ToMt 4. Sevk* Md Buto Senfair Cup Rm 

iputo nyeonbe wpwes 1 Aipestw* uu 2 . 

Avon toewe v C miW i mlwi FWt nvtow 
Swaun Tow O Safitwnaun 0. Sueand DM- 
&to Beff j i' tfM m Cry 0 Mewpon AFC 2; OM- 
rento Imn 0 AFC BPumemoutn Z fi4 VouBi 
QwBNae Cop IkM totto Ftosi Cry 2 Bivn- 
>67 3 A0ntsr> Ctrao-/ D4tan (A0. 


Hock^ 

Great Britain's Olympic prospects te- 
oei^ a aoost yeste r day - Hath John- 
eon, the Batsam Lscsster defender who 
iTussed out on last summer's European 
Cup and the Olympc QuaNVuns Tour- 

narrvm fe Cape lOwri. is fo join Britain's 
Olymp£ tramiRg squ^ for Atlanta. 
KPOOFT eUJE CNAAinONSMP FHAI 8 DRAW 
(Cnetn Peiaep. Fridir S Mnmyl: Pool A: 
r.^ns. HuB m SuirpcR. Poet ft Oa 
Lcu^rsmrs Sr AStpis ond Ejsi Gnnstedd. 


Icebockey 

lM.-l«rtotos3Tanpa8v%BaaonOVbit- 
coucr at PhMdatoa 6 Danes 2. 

Skitag 


guiyu) (5-5>; Deah (5-51 M Kyotosan (8-4j; 
Asanowi a (5-5> I* Nnshms i56l: MgDnoun 
(B-4) bi OsvtonB 14 - 61 : QatoM l5-S) K Ka- 
susfip <&6i; wa nwo ftana <&4) pi HomhAi 16- 




flMhadBILSHlII 

MW 2 ^ 

Ills 3a.- 2 U KBSkn |M 231.79 (1:1896’ 
19491): 3T SeaMun (Nod 292.70 (ia79CV 
1:1&2I». awtow (imr PPMP raeto 1 to 

fousto" 6200K2 1. NVB 9(011 4^^ton 
421. o«ana WMS cm 1 L to 9(ad 

9560KZMto(bu«to>(S«n69O;3ATWn- 
ba (Q 8ia Bfo 125 WHin SOI 6. MattooV 
Cm totoifK 1 AuSDW 7 J36eis 2 S tn U at- 
lane 4399; 3lW|^ 3323. SB; 18 Bran 6. 

Snookte 

MtoBa B umAMDis i nto Qiw w BiM r 
5 Pans (Erei m Ho Ctw« W dwia) 5-1. 
CASTBIA BRfnm OPS( OtotoOO Elto 
otoMVienfoJBiniettCScollitLCON lEnd 
5-v M BenneB (VU) bi R MeDenaH (Sco) 94: 
S toi M i (Engl H C Ttoum (CM 5-1: K 
Brei<to (End D FMdw (Ens) 5-2; J Mcne 
(Ei« DC N Tcny (EnSI 5-X M Mtoiw (Wan K P 
DP w iiip IBeO 5-4; Y Mai ch am (Ml MAIW- 
ens IN an 5-1: B toto (Ehg) b( M Cto 
S-2: C Scanlon (BW M 0 FoMer (Enn 62; S 
Natoy (Vfon t« P Anier (b^ 5-3; $ to lEitf 
M 6 Homo (See) 63; M Helien (Ei«l M S im- 
gpi (EM 54; M Rmmm (Enai H J Bto (EM 
64; 0 to (EM fo N GFbM (Bie) S9; 8 (Ml 
(SoM bt TCnppc* (Who 94; OMtomM (D«l 
DtW Jones (WN) 54. 


Squash 

QMlWTWNALCWttmONSWPStEdgbae- 
toWoiy. P InBl ugN a Miy MBn' v fo ia tP'Feeei 
(See) R M Cneiener (une^ 9-6 9-1 9-1. 

Sumo 

NEW YEAR amilD TOURNAMENT (MoW 
IDtP to or IS: MBMun (wenT. lost 3l K 
laialBS9 ( 8 - 21 : Tbmonorana (5-5i R Datow 


SirTpao 15-5) K AoMm (d-6>; ( fc niano M iii na 
(491 a Malaenifeiio (3-Tl; Oawiono l5-5i R 
Mbnmd I49)-. tononala 3-7) bi ToMofila 
13-7); Tolownki (B-2> R Hemo iS-Si; Mnoiavn 
13-71 R ttaenaania II- 91 ; Muscyama (7-3) K 
Tbaniwn i5-5l; Ka» (&4| r Asaniyuaia IA- 
SI; KOtDMSTukl (6-4> or UlRBIbllll' l2-6i: 
Itoatoreni (7-3) RAtocNonate-^; Talann- 
am 19-1) R KMDbera' 0-B<: Ularetiana 
(10«)RAsam»o(6-e). 


Tennis 

AUeOMlAN OPEN (MeNounM) Maors tolas, 
Rm rawi± R mAACEK (Nedi) R J Sisiisneeig 
(Aisi 61 63 62: S aoBs (Ausi ta i toa iParui 

6- 3 7-5 64; s Biysn (US) M H Oariffan iAlsj 
63 62 64: J Fnna (Aigl u D Nesar 'Cam 6 

4 64 54; F Fen ton lOsni R H DiBo U rnsn iGen 
60 6-2 1-6 3-6 64; T MARTIN lUSI U D VacRi 
(C£ Repl 64 67 63 64; P SAMPRAS lUSl « 
R Frameec Mis) 7-S 63 6?; J Bonnran rs«v) 
R A lie (Aus) 7-5 63 67 67 6-4: T Heman 
(GB( « P Hera (CZ (Rpl 67 7-6 63 64; 1-P 
Fleunen (Fri r S Scn aiken (Nan) 63 4-6 7-6 
2-1 liao: T VUSTER (Au) X T (toaoia iFn 
63 63 62; S EdbeiE (Sns) R J NewM iCS Real 

7- 6 7-53-667 61; C Atos (US) R T Laton; 
(Am) 64 67 67 63 67: M Onbtisia iSA] R 
0 Rosapn (US) 67 61 62 7-5: P KcE.'ra 
(USIRPRea«6S0n(6MBi3-662 61 7-6:0 
ItfAIPSEVIC (Cm) R B Kaitaeiwr (Gen 64 7-6 
63: A MEDVEDEV lUis) R c Moya rsp; 64 7- 

5 2-6 7-6: D v'dimon (USI n J HAo-m 'AjSi 6 
2 64 7-S: J Stosnnh iNethl » 6 SeaiiMr' Ai.i> 
4-6 7-6 7-6 7-S: F Oavst iSai n E Sanene: <Ss: 
60 63 63; A Cana qa (S 31 R I Janssor- 'S«e< 

6- 3 63 60; M Wbs.'u;^ lUSi R J Sa.-sre: 
iSpi 64 63 4-6 6-3; M vioodtara IAai r S 
MaBusta Uapsr> 3-t ireu; F Deinu^ (Sf) R P 
HAARHUS ITto) 64 64 64; R RofVMfi: (VS 
M U OaRon 'b Reel 63 67 6-3 1-6 63: « 
BOEISCH 'ft'. r.O Fof^. 4-6 7-6 63 63, 
D Naigiso 2ti S D Pnrosi: iGeri 64 7-6 4-6 2- 

6 63; A C 053 (So 0 : F liip^eni I3n 4-6 44 

7- S 3-0 .'Jecan' iR; B BiaeK Cpmi at H ho>t 
(S wi 63 6-2 64: 7 EMQVST iSw; n t.‘ Ooe- 
nor {Con 63 63 64: W Jo)ee 051 B K 6»s«ns 
9ei) 64 64 63; B StMn iHZ n N V.a-cuM 


Snow reports 

Rssart 

CendMeas 

wiMuii..— Area last 

Weather rweeast 


(Lomr) 

(Uppen open snow 


AIFSIRU 





SC Aidbn ....srtificel 

SoE........ .^..oosea 

NMaraa. xioaed 

FRANCE 

Chamenla ..........poor 

tj Cfosas ..... xiosed 

MeatcaotoP ...vanalile 


90^ ai dear 

9S% a.1 Clear 

95% Bl clear 

"SSih 11.1 dear 

11.1 Rear 

IDOl. 13.1 Rear 


Cavalaie 

Andaie 

Bomrio 

SWinERLAND 

..Jiard 

...gDOd 

-icy 

packed 

corrpan 

naid 

9CF<i 

lOOS, 

lODik 

7.1 

12.1 
12.1 

dear 

fine 

esar 

oear 

f.re 

clear 

VOfbler.... hard 

UNHED STATES & CANAOA 

powdery 


7.2 

ftrt 


Steamboat 

-packed 

powder 

9^ 

13. t 

CJ«J* 


Law LMdae .... 

...powder 

powder 

IQV-i 

13.1 

s'.aw 

i'T.-. 


IPan 63 7-S 7-5; B 5EO^ lOen tt 0 RuM' 
Sta IGB) S4 66 4.6 63 63. MtoPNii'B staeM. 
flm iuun± Id SEl£5 (US) U J to iUS< 63 e- 
0; A DATE Uopidii R A Ga^Uon ikfci ■ 6 3 60. 
N Fober iBsU r s le.pseeur' (Cam 64 e-C: ; 
lyvuou <C(Ui R E rjotiama n^i 64 63; J 
HalaR-Pee:«isrFr)UJTayl«(Au5i616t: 

A Sanener Laro'UD ’Se> R v Manmef toi 63 
63; L MR^l >USi R N F>iar 'AiSj 7-5 63: F 
lubLim Bd R N Sradae lAisi 6244 64; & hl - 
BER tel ar S FjenM i& toi 61 64; R 5u^. 
Itoj rC Fenaros 'USI 63 64: B taui.siA/, 
R L AeiUfid lUC' 60 6-0: 0 Ra^0^arRe^ V4C. 
R V SaoW M i&aei T'S 7-6: E Uloe.’seA 
X K A4^4uiia uecani 63 64; ,‘4 Enda 1 JjBon . 
R H-A Ouse -Ais; 7.6 64. N OaHman Tir.i r. 
K lUhek rm 63 60; 67 '.Vaiqr na< M A Tames- 
«n <4un) 7-6 61; K Beegen ■Neii'.'i n A Se-ra- 
Zanen Tj 63 62: lA J fEPTAHDEZ >U5t S' V 
R-^r«Pase;4i tSpi 64 63; K iSo R C ViBoe 
iCfo; 64 61: L QAVEVOm 1(91 R C Smge- 'Or' 
61 62; H SuftpA iCz Ret) R J V.'ievir 
64 6-0;SH»> 'GenRVBasuhinneo'1'24 6 
4 64, T Hama Jasani R F L> fCr-nai 2-6 79 
62; J Kanear icen u T Jacmenea (Vj,-; 64 
63; F laSR :Arg St >Q Y. [Omai 62 u-3: B 
SCrjL'lTZ-ltCCAFrTHY (NeRi R P i 

'Ca-.; 167663; AC0ET2ER ISAi £f V Sri-'lS. 
iAr) 63 62: V Gfritonva iPRi K T 
i.Al<;: 46 63 62; B Scan ’iiTj r A HtAZlEP 
lUS. 44 7-S s-7. 3 .'/er- 'Oer} 5? ti 7r>.-; rni- 
06 646-2. P 5jng-'«« l5 lUr. r f.‘ Aie,a'rT: 
ve-j> (Veil 67 64 64- r,i pierce F-; ;; » 
Stfmw-z 63 61. 


VESDEPEVDENT 


SKI 

Hotline 


Be 3ie firs! in Die know id lent die 
Desisniw' 

Dai 0891 333110 

AC2Ur3'.S. l.'P U Cols snow 2,'td WSEiTiSI 
rsDSfts ksm over )D0 resorts m 
Eazfi sii Nsiti Ainerica Ly phone 
c: lat ir'J a Ux r?FQn please uis 3 
p.*;:'is ecii'ai la ysur tac naiAme). 


France 
Austria 
Italy 

Spain & Andorra 
Bulgaria 4 Romania 
Hortr America 
S wrT7EHLAHD 
SCOTIAND 


Ur. p ray; c 2 ■sr.’ -sBaB re 1;*“ ■ 
Cii.:rr'-K 

SKiFAX 0897 300 330 ; 
The Sid Facts { 


— Ts- er s-. .» 








£40,000 to be won 

See Page 22 




TTie iNPEPfi^JPENT 

rugbyuni^^ 

Skrela: France’s new 


.....n>.Esa«rrMNUAK^ 


revolutionary 22 


Becker taken 
to the brink 
by Rusedski 


Tennis 


Gie^ Rused^ went close to 
causing the first major upset of 
tbe Australian Open before 
losing in sets to Boris 
Becker, the finirth seed Becker 
eventu^ won 64, 3-6, 4-6, 6-3, 
6-3, but ctnly after Rusedski had 
led two S(^ to one and was 
threatening Becker's serve at 
the start of the fourth set 

Rusedskfs main weapon is bis 

serve, and he went close to 
bzeakiag his speed record of 
137mph, frequently hitting 
ISOmph, with a best of 
under 136mph. Becker often 
had no answer and his frustra- 
tion showed as he made several 
irritated comments to the 
umpire. 

The eighth game of the 
fourth set and the seventh of Ae 
fifth set pfxrved the tunting 
points. c5n both occasions, 
Becker suddenb' got the mea- 
sure of Rusedskf s serve. Rused- 
ski's voU^ lost their pun^ axtd 
Becker went on to win in two 
hours and 49 minutes. 

Rusedski said: “He showed 
why he's a ^cat player out 
there. If you give him a bit of a 
chance, he imkes it go on for 


ever. That’s how he turned the 
match around. 1 thought 1 had 
a chance throughout bi^ you can 
never feel you've won against 
Becker until youVe won h.” 

Becker, who had not won a 
match at the Australian Open 
since the second round in 19S^ 
said: *Tve broken a jinx by 
^viinuiig. I wasn't nervous, in fact 
quite the contraiy, I was too re- 
laxed But in the fourth set I re- 
aped Greg had a weaker side 
and T was able to oqiloft that to 
my advantage." 

Rusedskfs defeat leaves Tim 
Henman flying a lone £1^ for 
Britain in the singles. He plays 
Jonas Bjorbanan today after se- 
curing ^ place in the second 
round with a superb four-set 
victory over Petr Korda. 

He fot^t bade from a set 
down to wm S-7, 7-6, 6-3, 6-4 and 
now has the cbmee to reach the 
third round of a Grand Slam 
toumameol for the first time. 

Henman should have won the 
ppenmg set after leacfing 4-2. He 
then his service when 5-4 up 
in tte second set, after maldiig 
a series of groundstioke eirois, 
and could then have gone on to 
lose the matdi. But be regained 
his sense of purpose and built 
a 6- 1 lead in the tie-break, finally 


dose call: Rusedski^ serves rattied Becker, but he was 
let down by his volleying Phofograph; Chris Oole^lEmpics 


taking it 7-4 on his fourth set 
point when Korda put a simple 
forehand into the neL 

Abreak in the third set for a 

4- 2 lead proved the decisive mo- 
ment, and as the match moved 
into the fourth set, Korda 
Looked ifloeasinglh^ tired. Hen- 
man missed two match points at 

5- 3 on hk opponent’s serve, but 
finished the match wHh a love 
game after a final ace. 

**1 played somewhere be- 
tween well and very weU," he 
said T piobabW played better 
last week [m Syoolqrj but h was 
a different sort of match today. 
1 served very well - that is the 
difference between now and a 

few months ago. I can serve well 

for loQger stretches. 

Tm obrious^v^ pleased to 
have won but I tbmlc there are 
areas for improvemenL I pl^ 
well in some matches but not in 
others, so in my nest matdi 1 
need to knuckle down, and pro- 
duce a good perfonnaooe." 

Care Wnod failed to pro- 
gress, inang 6-4, 6-1 to Coomta 
Martinez. Her defeat capped a 
miserable tune for the Britidi 
No 1, who suffered a ligament 
injuiy playing at a charity fair 
in 1994 when her world 
ranidag was at a caree'-h^h 77. 
She dropped to 232 after the 
1^-off gMf wt by her injury 
and was Britain's sole women’s 
singles entrant, ranked 179. 

She broke Martinez three 
times in the opening set, but 
Martinez gradually found her 
rhythm and won with an ace 
after 71 minutes. “I wanted to 
go to the net more." Wood said. 
‘^But she keeps up such a good 
length that it was difficulL Fm 
disappointed to have lost, but 
I suppose winning three match- 
es in the qualifying tourna- 
meot is a good start to the year.’’ 

Pete S^pras, the men’s No 
1 v^o feared an earfy exit after 
suffering a lx)Ut of flu, showed 
few lin^ring effects of the ill- 
ness by beating Richard 
Frombecg 7-5, 6-3, ^2. The un- 
seeded Stefan Edberg began his 
final Australian campaign with 
a hard-fouj^t 7-6, 7-5, 3^, 5-7, 

6- 1 victory over Jiri Novak. 

Monica ^les, the women’s 

No 1, ignored the pain from a 
lingering groin strain to extend 
her perfect record at the event 
with a 6-3, 6-0 victory over the 
American qualifier Janet Lee. 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 

in association with 








1 / 










Soto survivor. Tkn Henman came back from a set down yesterdev to be ttie only Briton in the second round of the stogies Photograph: hteik Betef/Ffe^ 
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ACROSS 

I Red-hot water-beater, 
from the sound of it (7) 

5 Goiiu by order of shorter 
English diction^, with a 
long appendix (7j 

9 Freeit^ of Poles m new 
dating element? (15) 

10 Cautious about putting 
church alongside a nul- 
way(5) 

II Jumper, perhaps, chap 
wears first? (9) 

12 With so-ooe up, ori^al 
verdict is to stand (9) 

14 Decline is light around 
dtyarca (5) 

15 Birds found in another 
nesting-site (5) 


16 Garden feast helps retired 
prople to keep warm (9) 
18 Dandy garden plant (9) 


18 Dandy garden plant (9) 

21 Silent Sn? (51 

22 Dexterous sort gets finger 
cau^t in trap fories set 
(15) 

23 Anguish of the French 


tMRdvy’sSohrtiga 
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Creepers, about three 
feet m length, in these 
{dantatioas (9) 

Acquires sp^ parts (5) 
Fresh need to absorb fat 
that is wrapp^ say? (9) 
Out of place in fashion- 
able &mlish port (S) 

Hot stmks in school, as 
sdence subject (1^ 
Hidden quwty of number 
with friCy border (7) 
Colour yarn to do fancy 
needlework (9) 

One using bank in place 
OQ ring-road (9) 

Einstein’s earliest science 
copied and poured forth 


copied : 
Growit 


second couple 0 
24 Right smarty suffering 
wito people in poor 
health? 0 


DOWN 

1 Cocktail only taken in 
combination? (7) 

2 Salad seedlings mess - 
add currants, perhaps 
(7J,S) 


Girl with old-fashioned 
^gregates(7) 

Sanskrit worlo b ring in g 
over skill to America? (5) 
Entreat musicians to turn 
up for woman of high 
rank (5) 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 

WtoQ you tavt ihc aimrcts m tto ana dues aows ^ the 

keve sfcur aasnm wtb your name addros daytmiB tri^ownu^ 

csBc ot Cbaries V^felk BdUiardfcr Iteamm Biuw to win PuJS fron all wanes for the wcea a winner wui DC se 


lishhig rules imply. Editor's dMHon fe OiiaL W&mCTS' 

Ctossmrd, Uw A, Bone House. & Peters Road, Maidenbead SL6 7QU 


Premier League vetoes 

the Intertoto Cup 


Fo<»tball 


Aemier League chihs yesterdi^ 
gave the thumbs down to this 
summer’s Intertoto Cup and 
their unanimous support to 
Tottenham and Wimbtedon in 
their battle with Gef^ Euro- 
pean football's governing body. 

two clubs were last week 
banned for a season from Eu- 
ropean competition after the 
shambles of last year* s Interto- 
to tounianient, in ^tich they 
fielded under-,strength teams, 
which has cost English foott»If 
a Uefa Cup place in 1996/97. 

However, the Premfership 
chief executive. Ride Pany. said 
the decision not to compete this 


coming close season was taken 
“purely on practical considera- 
tions''. Cleariy. however, chair- 
men are unhappy that the two 
London dubs have been made 
scapegoats - as is the Football 
AssbcfetioiL which is backnig an 
a^ieal by ^mis and V/imbl^oa 
to have the suspension lifted. 

Meanwhile, Uefa yesterday 
insisted it would mainiain its 
tizree-foreigDer limit this season. 
The decision puts it in conflict 
with the European Union’s 
highest court, which ruled last 
raontb that the limit on for- 
ei^ers is illegal and should be 
atelished.Uefe’sst!uice- in the 
“interest of continuity and feir- 
nes” - also puts it at odds with 
the Premier League. 


Rangers have completed the 
signing of the Dutch mteraa- 
tional striker, Peter van \fossea. 
27, in a straight swap which has 
taken the Russian forward, 
Oleg Salenko, to the Turkish 
dub, Istanbulspor. Osvaldo Ar- 
diles, Uie former Ibttenban) 
manager, is to take diarge of the 
Japanese dub. Shim^ S-Pulse. 

A foot injury has forced 
Mark Pembrii^, the Sheffield 
Wedneschty miffielder, to with- 
draw firom the Welsh squad to 
face Itafy in Term next week. 

NORTHERN IRELAND FIXTURES (1998 
WmW 09 qpaMySv Wnv NEW 199R 
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WM 2 IUr iMaM W. Wad SO Apr Amana 
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Burns has Hearts on his mind 


Tommy Bums yesterday 
ipapped out his first desired des- 
tination for Celtic team, even 

if he cannot give the cstimaied 
time of arri^. 

The Rarkhcad chief h<^ Che 
game against Hearts today vrill 
produce a victory to mark an- 
other signpost on the ro^ to 
overtaking Rangers and “be- 
coming Che best is Scotiand”. 

Celtic, uobeaien to 17 lea^e 
games, can cut the gap to jui^ 
two pointsal the (c^ the Scot- 
tish Premier League tty winning 
at 'tynecaslie in (heir remaining 
game in hand. 

“We still have a long way to 
go to reach where 1 cventuafly 
want us to be," Burns said. “We 
are reaching out to be \he best 


that we can be and that is still 
a long, long way off. 

The potential at this club is 
enormous, and wc have made 
progress. Possibly we have got 
down the rosd quicker than we 
imagined. Bui the first step 
would definitely be to become 
the best in this countiy - that 
is the cbailengc in front of us. 

“We are not kidding our- 
selves or wanting to run before 
we can walk by thinking about 
European ambitions. At the 
moment. Hearts is the only 
thing that concerns us and wm- 
ning that match and kceptog up 
our run of ronn." 

Celtic are set to be un- 
changed after impressive away 
wins at Raitb last Ibesday and 


Aberdeen on Sunday. Hearts 
were crushed 4-0 at lynecastle 
and 3-1 at Celtic l^rfc eartier in 
the season but Jim Jefferies' side 
are now full of confidence, 
‘They have been playing well 
but we are only thwiltmg about 
ourselves," Burns said. 

Hearts have won four of 
their last five games, including 
three in a raw [or the first time 
in 15 months, and Jefferies is 
contemplating one chai^ from 
the team whiefa beat Etikirk on 
Saturday. Young defender Al- 
lan McManus, who at 21 has 
played barely a handful of 
games, could make way for ex- 
RangerDave McPherson. Paul 
Smith is also on stand-by for a 
midfield place. 
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